
p

F

m̂il
UlL
cirrw

II

tf^-A

St̂
City of Grand function. State of Colorado

proclamation
on February 1, 1865 Abraham Lmcoln signed the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
Once ratified, it offlciaUy outlawed slavery and involuntary sendtude, except as punishment for a

crime; and

human tcaf&cking is modem day slavery, a ptactice that is in direct opposition to the fundamental

principles of liberty and human lights upon which our nation, was founded; and

human tiaffickmg occurs when a petson is tectuited, hatboted, obtained, 01: expofted through

force, fraud, or coercion for the purposes of sexual of labor exploitation, involuntary servitude,

and other types of mental and physical abuse; and

human trafficking is the fastest growing criminal enterprise in the world today and is tied with

arms smuggling as the second largest ijatemational criminal industry, only falling behind the illegal
dtug tcade; and

Grand Junction recognizes that Colorado is a prune location for human tcaffickmg, is known as

a victim soutce state, and is a destination state with high demand for human bcafficldng; and

the root causes of human trafficking are poverty, ma.cginaliza.tion, and the inability to identify its
signs and during the unprecedented times surrounding COVID-19, issues such as homelessness,

unemployment, domestic violence, and child abuse exacerbate the vulnerabilities to human

trafficking of many membets of our cottrtnunity; and

the people of Gtand Junction, regardless of political peisuasion, creed, race ot nadonal origm.,

stand togethei: to ptotect the fLindamental freedoms and rights of aU petsons, to fight the

ptoliferation of human bcaf&cldng in aU fortns through education aud systemic awareness; and

Grand Junction stands committed to protecting hutnan rights and individual fteedom by

elijmijnating human birafflcking; to take effective action to protect aU residents in our coaununity

by vigorously investigating and prosecuting the exploiters; and to ensute victims have a safe and

nurturing environment givmg them- an opportunity to thrive; and

Grand Junction, will take action to empower investigators, law enforcement, caseworkers,

counselots, advocates, and the public, with ttaining, tools, and collaboration needed to provide

trauma and survivor care that best assists adults and children escape their abusers and rebuild

theu: Uves.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, C.B. McDaniel, by the powet vested in me as Mayor of the City of Gtand Junction, do

hereby proclaim January 2022 as

MMm'fme Stoww^ of ^uman Crfffffckms fttantf/ ^

in the City of Grand Junction and wish to taise awareness of the consequences of human trafficking, by promoting

opposition to human ttafficking m all fotms and encoutagmg support and assistance for the survivots.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have heteunto set my hand and
caused to be affixed the official Seal of the City of Grand

Junction this 19th day of January 2022.
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