MINUTES
Grand Junction Commission on Arts and Culture (GJCAC)
Wednesday, October 27,2021  Hospitality Suite, Stocker Stadizm

Commissioners Present: Sarah Dishong, Matt Goss, Matt Janson, Diana Rooney, Kelley Raymond, Tan
Moorman (by video)
Commissioners Absent: Ron Cloyd, Lindsay Jaeger, Erica Zajaczkowski

Others Present: Saralmdipity Johnsen, Randall Reitz, Erica Kitzman, Kaia Michaelis, Ed Gardner, Lorie
Gregor, Trish Rothwell, Garrett Gross

Chair Sarah Dishong called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm. Matt Janson moved to approve the minutes
of the September 22,2021 meeting, DianaRooney seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Postvention Alliance: Erica Kitzman had two middle school students report on their project. The

students wrote the song “All [ Need Is Me”, sang, played instruments, and created and starred in the
video.

Enchanted Planet: Sarahndipity Johnsen presented the final report on The Enchanted Planet. Four
episodes ran on RMPBS in September2021.

Chautauqua: Kaia Michaelis and Ed Gardner presented the final report on Chautauqua — 19
Amendment and All That Jazz.

The Board Members present introduced themselves to Trish Rothwell who will be the interim staff liaison
to the GJCAC since Lorie Gregor will be retiring in November.

Open Position Qualifications: This was tabled.

OLD BUSINESS

Cultural Plan: Matt Janson stated the plan is close to being finalized. Sarah Dishong and Matt Janson

will write the introduction and then the plan will be complete. The Strategic Cultural Plan will be
presented to City Council for adoption in January 2022.

Champion of the Arts: Lorie Gregor stated that there are two candidates - The students of the
Postvention Alliance and Gary Awmbrosier. Lorie also stated that there are two or three pieces of art
submitted so far. The presentation of the award will be December 12, 2021, 3:00 pm at the Centennial
Band Christmas Concert at the Avalon,

Grant Adoptions: Lorie Gregor reviewed the list of grant presentations that still need to be done. Lorie
also gave an update on the NEA and City grants. The NEA grant awards will be announced in
November. The $45,000 City grant in is the budget request for 2022 if the NEA grant is not awarded.

Grand Valley Open Studios Tour: This was tabled since Ron Cloyd was not present.
REPORTS
Enchanted Planet: Diana Rooney’sreport is included in the minutes,

Chautauqua: Sarah Dishong’s report is included in the minutes.



Downtown Art Festival: Lindsay Jaeger’s report is included in the minutes.

Write On: Lorie Gregor said that the Write On reception was in March 2021, The program needs a new
workgroup so Kelley Raymond will gather interest via email.

The nextregular meeting will be November 17, 2021 at 4:00 pm in the Hospitality Suite. As there was no
further business, Diana Rooney motioned to adjourn. Matt Goss seconded and the meeting adjourned at
5:26'pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Trish Rothwell



ENCHANTED PLANET

Series Premiere

SUNDAYS in SEPTEMBER
at 6:30 AM on Rocky Mountain PBS

Grand Junction Commission on Arts & Culture

Grant Project/Program Evaluation

Organization: We Create Heart

Name of Program: Enchanted Planet

Evaluation by: Diana Rooney

Programs Aired: 4 Sundays in September 2021 6:30 a.m. on RMPBS
Number of Cast/Crew: Approximately 18

Description:

The Enchanted Planet shows were created from Sarahndipity Johnsen’s “Animals Get
Funky” children’s book series. Each episode is composed of eight learning adventures while
inspiring children to honor themselves and each other. The programs were created with many
local musicians and technicians of Grand Junction.

The first 4 episodes ran in September 2021, with reruns scheduled for October for
RMPBS. Episodes can also be viewed on YouTube. Feedback on the programs and YouTube
watch hours will be given in Sarahndipity Johnsen’s report to the Commission.

Additional information on We Create Heart and the Enchanted Planet programs can be
found at www.wecreateheart.org




Strengths:

Sarahndipity created well-rounded and creative musical episodes for
children to enjoy and learn from. These episodes passed RMPBS quality checks
and aired weekly for 2 months to date. | watched the pilot episode and was
impressed with the energy, flow, and variety within the episode. | could see the
artistic details, creativity, and hard work that wentinto producing this episode.

The GJ Commission on Arts & Culture provided We Create Heart with a
grant that was requested to use for the sub-contractors {artists, musicians, and
cast). Sarahndipity promoted this Commission by adding the logo to the We
Create Heart website home page, in the ending credits of the program episodes,
and in mentioning the Commission when she was interviewed for an article for
the Gl Daily Sentinel about Enchanted Planet.

Weaknesses:

| really did not find any weakness and felt Enchanted Planet was a
wonderful example of how these grants provide artistic variety and creativity to
the Grand Valley.



ENCHANTED PLANET

Series Premiere

at 6:30 AM on Rocky Mountain PBS
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GRAND JUNCTION COMMISSION ON ARTS AND CULTURE
EVENT/PROJECT/PROGRAM EVALUATION

Organization: Museums of Western Colorado

Name of event: Chautauqua — 19" Amendment and All That Jazz

Your name: Sarah Dishong

Date(s) of event: Oct. 22 & 23, 2021

Date you attended: Evening performances Oct. 22 & 23

Number of people in attendance: approx. 90, first night & approx. 100, second night — unsure of daytime
events

Number of participants {artists): 9 actors & GJHS Jazz Band

Describe the event: This event is the historical storytelling of historical figures. The performer tells the
story of the figure in first person, typically setting a particular point in their history. They give an
intriguing monologue, teliing their story. Each performer has three segments in their performance, the
narrative, then the audience can ask questions of the historical figure, then the performer steps out of
character and the audience can ask questions of the performer. There are three types of performers,
Young Chautaugquans {high school), Local Chautauquans, & professional presenters.

What were the strengths of the event: The show is a quality and fascinating event to attend. All the
performers are top notch! They know their characters well and speak well of them. The new venue of
the Masonic Center was much more conducive to the event. The acoustics of the venue were perfect for
this type of performance. People’s voices carried well. The sizing gave the appearance of a full house
with a more intimate setting.

Ed was a constant stream of updates throughout the planning of the event. Libbie provide me with
materials as soon as they were ready.

I need to applaud their flexibility and adaptability. The performer who was to play Jeanette Rankin had
her flight cancelled and then became ill. Their board adapted and brought her performance in via the
internet and used the screen at the venue. You could tell she didn’t feel well, but her performance was
still amazing and moving.

What were the weaknesses of the event: None, that | could see.

What suggestions do you have to improve this event; | do not have suggestions.

Publicity: Was the GICOAC logo used in: Check appropriate boxes {Please attach samples)

X Posters

X Program/brochure
X GICOAC listed as a donor/supporter



Received professional pictures from organization
X Public Service Announcement mentions GJCAC

X GICAC link on organization’s website

Is the organization’s website linked to our website

X Organization worked with you before/during /after event




Hi Sarah,
Below is my cut and paste effort of a GJ Letter to the Editor in today's digital G) Sentinel.
| don't know if you subscribe, but | thought I'd pass it along as it was your grant event.

Have a great day!
Diana

Great job showing history in fun, informative way

As a relative newcomer to the Grand Valley, | had my first opportunity to attend
History Live!, a Colorado West Chautauqua event last weekend. What an amazing
experience!

The Grand Valley History Players introduced us to Annette Kellerman, Harry Houdini
and Mae West. The Young Chautauguans, Cambria Henson as Eleanor Rooseveit
and Emily Larsen as Wladyslaw Szpiiman, gave outstanding performances that
showed just how much they had learned about these important historical figures.
Becky Stone, as Josephine Baker and Doug Mishler as Billy Sunday, provided

facts about their characters that reflected a deep

knowledge of their places in history. Jeanette Rankin, the first woman elected to
Congress in 1916, even before women gained the right to vote 4 years later,
appeared through time and space via Zoom, compliments of an outstanding
performance by Jeanmarie Simpson. And the GJHS Jazz Band had attendees
dancing in the aisles!

The Museums of Western Colorado, and the Colorado West Chautaugua Committee,
along with others who sponsored the two-night event, are to be heartily congratulated.
| encourage everyone to attend next year!

DEBRA KALISH



GRAND JUNCTION COMMISSION ON ARTS AND CULTURE
EVENT/PROJECT/PROGRAM EVALUATION

Organization: Downtown Grand Junction

Name of event: Downtown Art Festival

Your name: Lindsay Jaeger

Date(s) of event: Oct 1-3

Date you attended: Oct 2

Number of people in attendance: approx. 100-3007 {I'm sure this changed throughout the weekend...)
Number of participants (artists): approx. 20-50 total? Around 5-7 muralists.

Describe the event: As part of the annual Downtown Art Festival, which included “First Friday” and a
Film Festival, the Commission supported pop-up murais stationed throughout the Saturday Artist Expo
on Main Street. The muralists were creating work live, which was a great addition to the general market
booths featuring art and crafts for sale. The ‘live’ art aspect helped the experience feel special, adding
value to the festival as a one-time event, set apart from the other Main Street Markets and Art Walks.

What were the strengths of the event: This event was a nice opportunity to gather the community in
support of the thriving art scene in Grand Junction, especially promoting the downtown Creative
District.

What were the weaknesses of the event: it seemed to me to be a smaller group of exhibiting artists than
| expected. Not sure how it relates to previous years.

What suggestions do you have to improve this event: | wonder if there are ways to increase promotion,
to excite more artists at different stages of their careers about becoming involved, Other unique
performance aspects or interactive opportunities may help distinguish it from the other Main Street
Market events and build a larger audience.

Publicity: Was the GJCOAC logo used in: Check appropriate boxes (Please attach samples)

I never heard back from Rykel after our initial email introduction in March. | didn’t see the Art
Commission logo on the Downtown Gl website or the GJ Creates website. | didn’t see it posted next to
the muralists at the event {most of them had an Uncanny Valley Gallery sign next to them).
Photos/screenshots below.



2021 SPONSORS

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS, WHO'S
GENEROUS DONATIONS MAKE THIS EVENT POSSIBLE

€ Atping Bank e i Dillard’s

The Style of Your Life.

Special thanks to our sponsors : Alpine
Bank, Renewal by Andersen LLC, Dillards, KJCT

News 8
SCHEDULES
Friday, October 1
5:00pm - 8:00pm First Friday
Saturday, October 2
8:00am - 11:00am Art on the Corner Installation
11:00am - 5:00pm Artist Expo
11:00am - 1:30pm Union of Nene
2:30pm - 5:00pm Rock 'n' Swing
Sunday, October 3
11:00am - 8:00pm Film Festival
SPONSORS
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