
 
 
 
 
11:30  LISTENING TO BUSINESS REPORT, 2007: Georgann Jouflas will present the 

2007 Listening to Business Report.                   Attach 1 
 
12:30  REVIEW OF STORM WATER DRAINAGE BASIN STUDIES:  Several Storm 

Water Drainage Basin Studies were recently completed including Lewis Wash, 
Gold Star Canyon and Red Canyon.  Staff will review those studies.        Attach 2  
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Attach 2 
Stormwater Basin Studies 

CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION 
 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP AGENDA 

Subject Review of Storm Water Drainage Basin Studies 

Meeting Date July 16, 2007 

Date Prepared July 9, 2007 File # 

Author Bret Guillory  Utility Engineer  

Presenter Name Tim Moore Public Works & Planning Director 

Report results back 
to Council 

X No  Yes When  

Citizen Presentation   Yes X  No Name  

 x Workshop  Formal Agenda  Consent  
Individual 
Consideration 

 
Summary: Council will review the results of several Storm Water Drainage Basin 
Studies recently completed jointly with the City, Mesa County and the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board.  The studies include Lewis Wash, Gold Star Canyon and Red 
Canyon.   
 
Budget: Project No.: Fund 202 - Activity F01600 
 

Project Costs: 
 
Contract with Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB)               $35,000 
(D-FIRM - CWCB  & City of Grand Junction IGA)  
 
Sufficient funds have been budgeted in 2007 to complete this project. 
 
Action Requested/Recommendation: City Council discussion regarding Storm Water 
Drainage Basin Studies and the resulting floodplain mapping for Lewis Wash, Red 
Canyon, and Gold Star Canyon drainage basins.    
 
Attachments:  None 
 
Background Information:  These storm water basin studies and the resulting 
floodplain mapping efforts were initiated by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) in 2002 with the map modernization efforts across the State.  FEMA 
authorized considerable funding to produce a Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(DFIRM) for Mesa County and the City of Grand Junction.  The Colorado Water 
Conservation Board (CWCB), acting as a Cooperating Technical Partner (CTP) in 
FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program, encourages local governments to support 
this effort, and additional restudies for their communities, with funding.  The CWCB 



contributes at least a 10% match to FEMA’s contribution for each county, as well as 
additional funding to support restudies for contributing local governments.  This project 
was initiated in October 2005.  The City of Grand Junction signed an IGA for the effort 
with CWCB in 2006. The estimated completion date for the mapping effort is 2008.   
 
The agreed scope of work and funding contributions for the City of Grand Junction are 
as follows: 
 
Scope of Work & Cost:  Three drainage basins were included in the scope of work that 
received partial funding from the City of Grand Junction; Lewis Wash, Gold Star Canyon 
and Red Canyon.   
 
Lewis Wash drainage basin, mapping efforts include a full study for this basin including 
mapping of the 100 year flood plain, 500 flood plain, and floodway.  Total cost for this 
effort is $20,656. 
 
Red Canyon drainage basin, mapping efforts include a limited detail study providing 
mapping of the 100 year flood plain.   Total cost for this effort $40,708. 
 
Gold Star Canyon drainage basin, mapping efforts include a limited detail study 
providing mapping of the 100 year flood plain.  Total cost for this effort $26,732. 
 
Mesa County also participated naming; the Colorado River (35 mile reach), Lower 
Kannah Creek, Upper Kannah Creek, as study areas for the DFIRM efforts total cost for 
these three areas is $119,620. 
 
Cost for the DFIRM Production is paid by FEMA is  $229,453  
City of Grand Junction participation  $35,000  
Mesa County participation $50,000 
CWCB contributed  $62,371 
Total cost of the project was $437,171 
 
Drainage Basins for Lewis Wash, Red Canyon, and Gold Star Canyon: 
 



 

Lewis Wash 

Red Canyon 

Gold Star 



Lewis Wash - 100 year Flood Plain Map. 
 
All properties with some impact from the new mapping are outlined in red.  Existing 
structures are not necessarily impacted by the new mapping.   

 
356 Properties are affected by the new flood plain mapping. 
44 properties are located within incorporated Mesa County and are not yet developed. 

44 Properties 
within City Limits 



Red Canyon - 100 year Flood Plain Map 
 

 
 
63 properties are affected by the new flood plain mapping 
30 +/- properties are located within incorporated Mesa County.  There are no existing 
structures located within the 100 year flood plain.  



What does this mean for Property Owners within City limits?: 
 
Insurance for flood prone areas is provided through the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP).  The City of Grand Junction does participate in the NFIP so any 
properties located within the City limits are eligible for flood insurance through this 
program.   If a home is located in a high risk area, the cost to insure the home for 
$250,000/$100,000 structure/contents is approximately $2,500 annually, or $10 per 
$1,000 of insured value.   
 
It is important to know that if an owner has a federally backed mortgage on a home 
located in a high-risk area, federal law requires the owner purchase flood insurance.  
Also, if the owner has received a federal grant for previous flood losses, he/she must 
have a flood insurance policy to qualify for future aid.  
 
Information is available at FLOODSMART.gov regarding flood insurance information 
and rates.   
 
Schedule for implementation of the new mapping: 
 
CWCB and FEMA are looking to have this DFIRM effort completed in 2008.    
 
                      Action End Date 
CWCB & FEMA complete DFIRM efforts  August 2007 
 
Community Coordination Meeting (GJ City Council) August 2007    
 
30 day comment period for City of GJ Staff September 2007 
 
Appeal Period (90 days) for  
Base Flood Elevations Published December 2007 
 
Mapping becomes effective  June 2008 
 
Prior to FEMA officially recognizing the new DFIRM the City of Grand Junction will be 
required to notify all property owners within the newly mapped flood hazard areas.  
CWCB is willing to assist in this effort with community meetings for the affected 
properties.   
 
 


