
  
 

To become the most livable community west of the Rockies by 2025 
 

 

  

  

11..      Las Colonias, Matchett Park, and Recreation Center Master Plans/Update on 
 Glacier Ice Arena: Staff will present the revised master plan for Las Colonias Park, 
 a 101 acre park located along the Riverside Parkway and the Colorado River.  
 Updates will also be presented on the master plan for Matchett Park and Glacier Ice 
 Arena.             Attach R-1 
     

  
2. Grand Valley Stormwater Issues:  Update the City Council on discussions among 

members of the 521 Drainage Authority concerning the issue of stormwater control 
and the operation and maintenance of storm water drains and washes in the Grand 
Valley. Also, discussion of transfer of the Wilsea Drain from The Grand Valley 
Drainage District to the City of Grand Junction.                 Attach R-2 

  

  

33..  OOtthheerr  BBuussiinneessss  

 
GRAND JUNCTION CITY COUNCIL 

READINESS SESSION 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2013, 5:00 P.M. 
CITY HALL AUDITORIUM 

250 N. 5TH STREET 
 

REVISED 
 



 

CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  SSTTAAFFFF  RREEPPOORRTT  

RREEAADDIINNEESSSS  SSEESSSSIIOONN  
 

 

Topic:  Las Colonias, Matchett Park, and Recreation Center Master Plans/Glacier Ice 
Arena Update 

Staff (Name & Title):  Rob Schoeber, Parks & Recreation Director 
                                    Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent 

 
Summary:  
 
Staff will present the revised master plan for Las Colonias Park, a 101 acre park located 
along the Riverside Parkway and the Colorado River.  Updates will also be presented 
on the master plan for Matchett Park and Glacier Ice Arena. 
 
Background, Analysis and Options:  
 
Two previous master plans have been adopted for Las Colonias Park.  The first in 1998, 
and the most recent in 2008.  That plan included playgrounds, natural areas, picnic 
areas, festival area/amphitheater, and a community recreation facility.  In 2012, City 
Council requested a revision of that plan.  During the past year, a group of local 
stakeholders have worked with City staff to revise the 2008 plan.  Representatives on 
the stakeholder group included Botanical Gardens, Tamarisk Coalition, Downtown 
Development Authority, Grand Junction Lions Club, Grand Valley Disc Golf Association, 
and the Riverfront Commission.  
 
The draft plan was presented during a public meeting April 10, 2013.  Overall comments 
were very favorable of the proposed plan.  To date, financial commitments for the initial 
development phases have been secured from the Grand Junction Lions Club and 
Tamarisk Coalition. 
 
The Parks & Recreation Department is also beginning a master plan process for 
Matchett Park located on Patterson and 28 ½ Roads. Planning will also include a 
Community Recreation Center that could be located on Matchett property in the future.  
Staff will provide an update on funding options for these master plans as well as a 
timeline for the planning process. Discussion will also be held on the current status of 
the Glacier Ice Arena. 
 
Board or Committee Recommendation: 
 
N/A 
 
Financial Impact/Budget:  
 
Updates only. 
 

Date: June 13, 2013 

Author: Rob Schoeber 

Title/ Phone Ext: Parks & Recreation 

Director/3881 

Proposed Meeting Date: 

 June 17, 2013 



 

 

Legal issues: 
 
N/A 
 
Other issues: 
 
N/A   
 
Previously presented or discussed: 
 
The Las Colonias Plan has been discussed at City Council workshops on March 18, 
2013 and April 29, 2013. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Power point on Las Colonias 
Power point on Matchett Park  
 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  

  

CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  SSTTAAFFFF  RREEPPOORRTT  

RREEAADDIINNEESSSS  SSEESSSSIIOONN  
 

 

Topic:  Grand Valley Stormwater Issues.  Problem Identification.  Responsibilities and 
Solutions.  Common approaches going forward. 

Staff (Name & Title):  Trent Prall, Engineering Manager 

 
Summary:  
 
Update the City Council on discussions among members of the 521 Drainage Authority 
concerning the issue of  storm water control  and the operation and maintenance of 
storm water drains and washes in the Grand Valley.  
 
Discussion of transfer of the Wilsea Drain from The Grand Valley Drainage District to 
the City of Grand Junction 
 
 
Background, Analysis and Options:  
 
Relative to the larger issue of storm water control and flooding is the issue of use of 
specific drains and washes for the transport of urban flood run-off from new 
development.  The City is discussing the transfer of the Wilsea Drain from the Grand 
Valley Drainage District to the City in order to accommodate the storm water from the 
Medical Office Building and Community Hospital at G and 23/3/4 Road.  The City has, in 
the past, taken control of the” D Drain” and the “A Drain” from the Bureau of 
Reclamation for the same purposes as the proposed Wilsea Drain transfer. 
 
 
This  GVDD “call to action” prompted a series of meetings among 521 member staff and 
521 board members to better understand the Drainage District’s view of its mission as 
being limited to seepage and irrigation waste/return water and not urban development 
generated storm water. The attached summary of Board discussions is an excellent 
summation. 
 
In addition, the attached minutes of the 521 Authority for March 20 and May 22, 2013 
describe Board discussion of the 521 history and its reason for being created. Topics of 
“planning and engineering goals,”  “needed capital improvements to  prevent and 
control flooding,” and “needed funding for operation and maintenance of the drains and 
washes.”   Included in the May 20 Minutes is a discussion of the Top Ten Storm water 
Utility failures and how to avoid them. 
 

Date: June 10, 2013  

Author:  Trent Prall  

Title/ Phone Ext:  256-4047  

Proposed Meeting Date: 

  June 17, 2013  



 

 

521 Board decision of May 20: On May 20, the 521 Board of Directors, by a majority of 
the members present, voted to move forward to develop a funding strategy that would 
address the control of storm water and flooding in the Grand Valley.  County 521 
member, John Justman, was not present at the May 20 meeting.  It was determined that 
the Board would need to meet with John and discuss the overall storm and flooding 
issues then discuss the problem with the elected members of the entities that make up 
the 521 Authority . 
 
In the meantime: As discussion continues on the long-term solutions among the 521 
entities, the City of Grand Junction has been asked  to take over responsibility for the 
Wilsea Drain that would serve urban stormwater flows from the Medical Office Building 
and Community Hospital as well as future  development north of G Road.  From 
comments of the Drainage District, as outline above, they are not in a position to take 
over urban stormwater issues. This is not their mission.   They would, however, assist 
the City in maintaining the Wilsea Drain as an interim step, until the 521 Authority is in a 
position to handle all drains and washes in the Grand Valley. 
 
How this item relates to the Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies” 
 
Goal 12:  Being a Regional provider of goods and services.  The City and County will 
sustain, develop and enhance a healthy diverse economy. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Grand Valley Drainage District 
January 24, 2013 
Summary of Board discussions in reference to future direction of Drainage District 
 
Minutes, March 20, 2013, 521 Drainage Authority Board of Directors meeting 
Minutes, May 22, 2013, 521 Drainage Authority Board of Directors meeting 
 
Draft staff report: Agreement for Transfer of Grand Valley Drainage District Wilsea 
Drain to the City of Grand Junction. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 


