
GRAND JUNCTION CANNABIS LICENSING AUTHORITY 
MINUTES 

October 24, 2022 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. Those present were Hearing Officer 
Stephanie Rubinstein, City Attorney John Shaver, Staff Attorney DeLayne Merritt, 
Principal Planner Nicole Galehouse, and Deputy City Clerk Janet Harrell. 
 
Hearing Officer Rubinstein reviewed the hearing process and confirmed 
representatives were present for two agenda items. 

 
II. New License Applications 

 

1. Sistem Grand Junction, L.L.C. dba Silver Stem Fine Cannabis 2454 
Highway 6 & 50 Unit 101, Grand Junction, CO 81505, Retail and Medical 
 

Appearing 

Attorney Adam Foster 

Applicant/Owner Stan Zislis 

 

Hearing Officer Rubinstein reviewed the applicant’s response to the City’s 
findings report and entered that response as Exhibit 1. 

Staff Attorney Merritt stated she and Officer Wright reviewed the response and 
are satisfied with the applicant’s response and have no further concerns.  

Hearing Officer Rubinstein asked if anyone present would like to speak regarding 
the application.  

Jennifer Landini, Regional Market President for Bank of the San Juans, 2452 
Highway 6 & 50. Ms. Landini testified the bank leases the parking lot directly in 
front of the proposed licensed premises, and they are currently experiencing 
parking issues. Her other concern is that proposed licensed premises is located 
among several stores targeted toward children. In response to questions from the 
hearing officer, Ms. Landini said the parking spaces are not marked for individual 
businesses. 

Ms. Landini submitted a footprint of the parking area, which Hearing Officer 
Rubinstein entered as Exhibit A. 

Principal Planner Galehouse testified the proposed premises is located within a 
shopping center, and the parking plan meets the requirements for shopping 
centers. Designated parking spaces are not a requirement for a shopping center. 

Attorney Foster responded the applicant submitted a complete application, 
meeting all zoning and parking requirements. They have not leased exclusive 
parking spaces. Having good relations with neighbors is important to the 
applicant, and if awarded a license, they are happy to maintain open 
communications with the neighboring businesses. 



Hearing Officer Rubinstein ruled the application is complete with Mr. Foster's 
submittal of the documents (Exhibit 1) in response to the findings. In regard to 
the parking, she noted she must rule based on the regulations, and there is 
nothing to preclude the license from being deemed complete. The application 
may move forward to the randomized selection process. This ruling is final, and 
any appeal should be made to the 21st Judicial District. 

 

2. Golden Rookie, LLC 605 Grand Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501, 
Retail 

 

Appearing 

Applicant/Owner Alaameen Abdool 

Property Owner Vicky Sanger 

 

Hearing Officer Rubinstein stated she received the response to the City’s findings 
report and entered the response as Exhibit 1. 

Staff Attorney Merritt stated the remaining issue is the legal right to possess the 
premises. The amended lease indicates a possession date of January 1, 2023, 
demonstrating the applicant did not have possession of the premises at the time 
of application. 

Ms. Sanger testified she drafted the lease and the applicant did have possession 
at the time of application. Many repairs are needed, and she does not wish to 
make them until the applicant has been issued a license. In response to 
questions from the hearing officer, Ms. Sanger stated someone else is currently 
occupying the space and is subleasing the premises from the applicant on a 
month-to-month basis. In response to questions from City Attorney Shaver, Ms. 
Sanger said there is no minimum to the original lease of January 1, 2023, signed 
and notarized on the 8th. She was starting the lease on January 1, 2023, as a 
favor to the applicant in case he wasn’t selected for a license. After the applicant 
contacted her regarding the issue with the lease, she drafted an amendment. 

City Attorney Shaver stated the amendment does not indicate it is replacing or 
amending the original contract. 

In response to the City Attorney, Ms. Sanger does not have a lease with the 
current tenant.  

Mr. Abdool gave a brief autobiographical history. He submitted images of the 
proposed business. 

Hearing Officer Rubinstein marked the submission as Exhibit 2. 

Staff Attorney Merritt stated she doesn’t believe the applicant has sufficiently 
demonstrated possession of the premises, especially since there is another 
tenant currently occupying the space. 

Ms. Sanger responded to Ms. Merritt stating she drafted the contract to protect 
the current tenant and the applicant if the applicant is not selected for a license.  

  



Hearing Officer Rubinstein asked if anyone present would like to speak regarding 
the application. There was no one. 

Hearing Officer Rubinstein ruled she had considered the findings report and the 
exhibits. There are still issues regarding the legal possession of the premises. 
The applicant has seven days to supplement the record to address the premises 
issue. Once received, she will issue a written order on the completeness of the 
application. 

 

3. 81505, LLC dba Lucky Monkey Buds III, 245 South Avenue, Grand 
Junction, CO 81501, Retail 

 

No Appearance 

 

Staff Attorney Merritt noted the applicant did not pick up the public notice, nor 
was the proposed premises properly posted. Officer Wright visited the proposed 
location between October 10 – 23, 2022, and confirmed there was no posting. 

Deputy City Clerk Harrell testified an email was sent to the applicant regarding 
the hearing (attached).  

Hearing Officer Rubinstein ruled the application incomplete and not legally 
posted for the hearing. The application is not eligible for the randomized selection 
process.  

 
III. Other Business 
 

There was none. 
 

IV. Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:39 a.m. 



  

 

 

   

 
  

   
      

     

  

             
            

            
            
             

                 
              

           
          

               
           

          
           

         

               
    

  

  

    

 

   
       
       

 
 



 

  
  
   

  

  
 

   

 

   

   
    

   

  

  

 

  

    
  
     

     
    

     
  
      

  
        

 
     

    
   

   

    
     

   
    

    
     

     
 

    
    

    
      



 
   

    

    
     

   

  

        

  

            
               

             
             

     

        

             

             
         

     
              

 
              

 
              

 
              

 

        
     

  

              
          



 
   

    

          
             

           
               
            

            
           

           

             
               

                    
               

            
     

             
         

                
               

           
             

           
          

 

               
               
            

            
            

              
           



 
   

    

             
   

           
            

               
               
             
            

            
         

               
              

          

   

              
           

             
              

          
              

              
     



   

 

 

   

 
  

   
      

     

  

              
            

            
            
             

                 
              

           
          

               
           

          
           

         

               
    

  

  

    

   
       

       
  

 



 

  
  
   

  

  
 

   

 

   

   
    

   

  

  

 

  

    
  
     

     
    

     
  
      

  
        

 
     

    
   

   

    
     

   
    

    
     

     
 

     
    

    
      





      

 
    

        

  

   

 

  

    

  
  

  
      

   
    

  
   

   
  

    

  
  

  

    

      

   
       

 
         

   

   

  
 

 

 

  
 

  
  
  

 
 

 
 

                

  
       
        

        
        

          
     

         
        
         
       
        

      
         

       
          
         
         
         
          

      
       

     

  



        

     

        
             
                
                  

    



   

                 
              

                 
             

   
 











   

                
             
                 
   

                 
                  

     

             

     

             

          

          

          

               
             

                

               

              
               

                   
                

                 
                

                  
                

               
               

            
               

               
                   

       



   

                
                 

                
      

        

                
                

                  
     



  

 

               
                  
                   

     



                
                

  





       

       

    
      

        
    

     
     

       
        

    
   

      
       

        

 
    

    









 

                 
             

 

 



      

                      
                 

          

 





  

                  
              

                  
               

                 
                

                 
                  

                
                   

              
                 
                
        

 





          

   
    

 

    

 

  

   
  

           

            

              

                

              

   

 

   

 
    
    

  

 
  

     

   

  
   

  















       

   
     

  

 

    

             

        

 

           

      

         
  

             

   

             
 

 

 



        

           
           
     
         

            

       

 

          

     

 

            
                

      

         
              

           

    
 

 



       

 

  
  

     
  

 

   
     

 



         

  

           

            

          

      

    

   
  

   
    

 

   



    

         

                 
                 
                   

           

                 
                 

                    
                 

                  
                     

                  
  

                    
                 

                 
                  

                  
   

                
              

                   
                

                 
           

                    
               

                   
                  

                
                  

  



              

                 
               

             
     



          
            

           

            
   

           
             

            
 

             
            

           

 

        

          
            

          
  

           
         

           
              

   

             
              
   

           

         
             
         

            
          





  

                
             

    



  

               
           

                 
                   

   
                
              

             
               
   

              

               
                 

         

           







     

            

          

                 
                

             

                  
            
                     

   

                 
                 

                
                

       
              

              
           
             

                  
                  

  

                   
        

                
                

                  
               

               
                  
              

               
           

          



               
                  

                 
                

              
                   

                
                  

                  
              

               
              

               
               

              
             

                
               

                  
        





             
          

           

           
          

       

          

               
             

                
        

                

            

               
           

                
             

            

            

          

    

                        
                 

               
           

 

                 
    

             
   

 

   



                  
               

           

                 
              

                  
               

               

                      
               

                

                    

                   
                    

        

  

                  
               
                 

                  

                  
                 

                
      

                  

               

   



                

            

                

             
    

 
               

               

 

                
                  

              

                

                   

                
                

        

                 

                    
                 

                
                 

                    
              

        

   
                 

    

   



                 
   

                 
         

                 
                 

               
        

                    

                
                 

                
                   

                 
                

                  
               

              
                 

                
       

 

                   
               

                  
               

   



                  
                

                  

   

  
                   

               

             

 
                  

                
                
                

          

                 
            

                  
   

                
                

              

                    

                 

            

    

                

   



        

           

               
               
           

                  
           

                

                
  

  

                    
                

    

 

                  
               

       

  

                  
                 
      

 

                   
                 

              
         

   



                  
                

         

                  
              

                 
          

       

               
               

                 

          

                
              

   

   

   

  
 

  
  

     

  

   
 



   

                 

                 
                  

           
                 

       

                
  

    
  
     

    
           

   
                  
               

               
                   

        



  

                 
        

        

                 

                 
                  

          
                  

       

             
                

                

 

   



  

                 
  

        



 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
  

  
 
 

 
        

     
      

  

   

   

 
  

  
 

 
           

                 
              

                     
                    

    
               

             
           

                     
                

                  
   

                     
               

     
                
                     

                 
                   
        

               
             

                   
                  

                 
      

         



 

                
                

             



  

       
     

         
       

       
        

       
      

 
    

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

    

  
  

   

   
               



              
               
            

            
          

               
              

             

             
               

              
                  

                 
              

           

            
             

    
             
            

           
                

              
              

              
            

           
               

                
              
          

           
                   
            

              

 



               
            

              
               

   

                
              

             
             

             
              

 

 
                   

              
               
  

                
                

               
                

               
                

                 
                

             
              

             
               
    

                
                

                
 

 



 
           

              
           

             
              

             
             

             
      

             
 

                  
              

                
               

                

  
               

                
               

             
                

               
                

   

  
                

             
              

       

  
             

              
             

            
             

               
                 

 



             
          

 

 

 



    
  

  



From: cityclerk
To: wesleylavong@gmail.com
Subject: City of Grand Junction - Cannabis License Application Hearing - 81505, LLC dba Lucky Monkey Buds III
Date: Tuesday, October 4, 2022 10:11:00 AM

October 4, 2022
 
81505, LLC
dba Lucky Monkey Buds III
Attn:  Wesley Lavong
635 W Corona Avenue, Suites LL25 & LL27
Pueblo, CO 81004
 
Dear Mr. Lavong:
 
Your application for a Retail Cannabis License is scheduled for hearing.   The next steps are to complete the
following required actions prior to the scheduled hearing, at which a business representative must be present:
 

NEXT STEPS                                                                                                                                                        
1. PICK UP FROM CITY CLERK’S OFFICE: AVAILABLE TO PICK UP ON

A. NOTICE OF HEARING – FOR PUBLIC VIEW AT PROPOSED
LOCATION*

October 5, 2022

B. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING October 5, 2022
   

2. RETURN TO CITY CLERK’S OFFICE: RETURN BY
A. COMPLETED NOTICE OF HEARING POSTING AFFIDAVIT October 10, 2022 @ noon
B. PICTURE OF NOTICE OF HEARING POSTER October 10, 2022 @ noon

   
3. ATTEND: ATTEND ON

A. LOCAL LICENSING AUTHORITY HEARING

(City Hall Municipal Court Hearing Room - 250 North 5th

Street)

 
October 24, 2022 @ 9 a.m.

 

A Findings Report will be submitted to the Hearing Officer from the following City of Grand Junction
Departments: 1) Police, 2) Fire, 3) Community Development, and 4) Sales Tax.
 

Should you have any questions, please call 970.244.1509.
 

Sincerely,
 

Janet Harrell
 

Janet Harrell, CMC
Deputy City Clerk
 

File
 
*Posting non-compliance may result in the public hearing being re-scheduled.
City Council Ordinance No. 5064 (in relevant part):
 

5.13.027 Hearing procedures.
The premises for which an application has been made for a regulated cannabis license shall be posted no less



than fourteen days prior to the public hearing.
 
 
                                                           
Janet Harrell, CMC
Deputy City Clerk, City of Grand Junction
250 North 5th Street
Grand Junction CO 81501
970.244.1509
 



From: cityclerk
To: Debbie Kemp; Selestina Sandoval; Janet Harrell; Kerry Graves; Amy Phillips
Subject: FW: City of Grand Junction - Cannabis License Application Hearing - 81505, LLC dba Lucky Monkey Buds III
Date: Tuesday, October 4, 2022 10:07:39 AM
Attachments: Delivered City of Grand Junction - Cannabis License Application Hearing - 81505 LLC dba Lucky Monkey Buds

III.msg

________________________________________
From: postmaster@outlook.com <postmaster@outlook.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 4, 2022 10:07:29 AM (UTC-07:00) Mountain Time (US & Canada)
To: cityclerk
Subject: Delivered: City of Grand Junction - Cannabis License Application Hearing - 81505, LLC dba Lucky
Monkey Buds III

** - EXTERNAL SENDER. Only open links and attachments from known senders. DO NOT provide sensitive
information. Check email for threats per risk training. - **
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