RESOLUTION NO. 103-03

A RESOLUTION SETTING HOURS OF USAGE FOR THE CITY’S PARKS

BASED ON A NEW CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.

Recitals.

City Code § 26-51 authorizes the City Council to adopt its resolution that sets the hours of usage, and therefore the hours in which public use and access to City parks is prohibited, for all City parks, open spaces and cemeteries, whether developed or not.  Riverfront trails and the associated open spaces and adjacent lands are governed by the Riverfront Trails Regulations, Appendix C of the City Code.  The current Riverfront Trails Regulations prohibit public access to and use of the Riverfront trails between the hours of 10 p.m. and 5 a.m.

For many years, City parks and open spaces have been closed between midnight and 5 a.m.  More recently, vandalism and similar concerns have forced Parks staff, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, and the City Council to revisit the question of when City parks should be closed.  During those discussions it became apparent that having one rule for all of the City’s parks is not the best solution.  Depending on the recent history of problems, proximity to alert neighbors and users, and similar factors, it makes sense for the City Manager to be able to differentiate the various parks, and therefore to apply different hours of public access and usage to the several City parks.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION THAT:

1) The City Council of the City of Grand Junction hereby establishes the following classifications and hours of prohibited park use for each classification.

A. Midnight – 5:00 a.m. – Community, regional and neighborhood parks with formal programmable sports facilities.

B. 10:30 p.m. – 5:00 a.m. - Neighborhood and mini parks

C. 10:00 p.m. – 5:00 a.m. - Open space and undeveloped parks and properties

D. 10:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m. - Cemeteries

2) The City Council of the City of Grand Junction hereby authorizes and directs the City Manager to classify each City park to one of the approved classifications at the time of acquisition, or development, when the principle use or function of the park changes, or as needed to address vandalism or similar operational concerns.  The City Manager may defer any such classification decision to the City Council as he deems necessary.  

3) The attached classification system is hereby approved.  The City Manager is hereby delegated the power and duty to amend the classification system as he deems necessary from time-to-time, by administrative regulation.   The City Manager may defer any changes to the attached classification system to the City Council as he deems necessary.  

4)   “Community,” “regional,” “neighborhood,” “mini” parks are defined or distinguished by reference to the current City adopted Parks Master Plan.

4) This resolution shall be in full force and effect upon its adoption, however, no criminal charges shall be issued or filed based on any changes from prior practices until adequate notice is posted on the park, open space, cemetery or other site.  

ADOPTED this 5th day of November, 2003.

Jim Spehar

/s/:  Jim Spehar

President of the Council

ATTEST:

/s/:  Stephanie Tuin

Stephanie Tuin

City Clerk

Exhibit to Resolution No.  103-03

CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION

PARKS CLASSIFICATION

October, 2003

Classification of each City Park 

and Hours During Which 

Public Use or Access is Prohibited.
  

Midnight – 5:00 a.m. -
Community / Regional & Neighborhood Parks with formal programmable sports facilities

	Park
	Acres

	 Canyon View
	111.2 

	 Lincoln
	42.60 

	 Pomona
	16.97 

	 Columbine
	11.95 


10:30 p.m. – 5:00 a.m. -
Neighborhood and Mini Parks

	Park
	Acres

	 Sherwood
	18.00

	 Pineridge
	9.95 

	 Eagle Rim
	9.50 

	 Westlake Park, including Skate Park
	9.50 

	 Duck Pond
	4.21 

	 Hawthorne
	3.50 

	 Emerson
	3.08 

	 Spring Valley I
	3.08 

	 Desert Vista
	2.98 

	 Duck Pond
	2.82 

	 Spring Valley II
	2.72 

	 Whitman
	2.70 

	 Melrose
	2.63 

	 Dixson
	2.00 

	 Paradise Hills
	2.00 

	 St. Mary's
	1.90 

	 Lilac
	1.70 

	 Tot Lot – Ridges
	1.70 

	 Riverside
	1.50 

	 Darla Jean
	1.25 

	 Hidden Valley
	1.00 

	 Cottonwood Meadows
	0.95 

	 Autumn Ridge
	0.81 

	 Shadow Lake
	0.50 

	 Boy Scout – Ridges
	0.36 

	 Hillcrest Manor
	0.34 

	 W. Middle Basketball/Volleyball
	0.30 

	 Williams
	0.30 

	
	


10:00p.m. - 5:00a.m. - Open Spaces and Undeveloped Parks 
	Open Space
	Acres

	 Ridges Open Space
	86.80 

	Undeveloped
	

	 Matchett
	207.00

	 Las Colonias
	107.00 

	 Saccomanno – 26 ½ & H Road
	30.00 

	 Burkey – 30 Road
	14.54 

	 Horizon – 27 Road
	13.00 

	 Burkey – Orchard Mesa
	10.00 

	 School Site - Ridges
	6.37

	 Wingate
	5.00 

	 Flint Ridge – 2960 ½ D Rd
	3.30 


10:00p.m. – 6:00a.m. – Cemeteries

	Site
	Acres

	 Municipal Cemeteries (Orchard Mesa)
	150.00 

	 Crown Point Cemetery
	10.00 


� Regulations pertaining to the Riverfront Trails are codified in Appendix C of the City Code.  The current regulations close the Riverfront trails and adjacent open spaces and lands to public access and use from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.





