
 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes 

Regular Meeting – November 7, 2013 

 

 

Item 1: Meeting Called to Order by Scott McBrayer at 12:02 p.m. 

 

Meeting Location:   Parks & Recreation Conference Room 

 

Roll Call 

Board Members Present:   David McIlnay 

     Dr. Scott McBrayer 

     Gary Schroen 

     Marc Litzen 

     Kristy Emerson 

     Bob Wiig 

     Jim Doody (Ex-Officio) 

    

Board Members Absent:   Scott Coleman  

 

Parks & Recreation Staff Present: Rob Schoeber, Director 

Tressa Fisher, Administration Specialist 

Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent 

Emily Krause, Recreation Supervisor 

Mike Vendegna, Parks Superintendent 

 

 Guests:    Ken Walters 

      Marty Chazin 

 

Item 2: Approval of Minutes 

Marc Litzen moved to approve the October 3, 2013 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board minutes.                        

Gary Schroen seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:      Yes 6     No 0  

 

Item 3:  Midwest Regional Conference 
Rob Schoeber provided an update on the relationship between the Colorado Parks and Recreation 

Association and the Midwest Regional Association, which is a network of six states. The annual Midwest 

Conference was hosted in Grand Junction in 2009 and brought approximately 150 delegates and 25-50 

exhibitors to the area. The Colorado Parks and Recreation Association has since opted out of the Midwest 

conference rotation, yet chose not to back out of network. Seeing the potential viability and networking, 

Colorado (without assistance from the Colorado Parks and Recreation Association) is offering to host the 

April 2015 conference in Grand Junction. Rob Schoeber discussed what a great opportunity this would be, 

and stated the Board members would be encouraged to attend the conference.  

 

Item 4: Private Contractors 

Rob Schoeber and Emily Krause discussed the ongoing struggles of trying to mandate a process for the 

numerous, and ever increasing, private contractors who are generating revenue on City property. Private 

businesses on public property is currently a major issue for parks all over the country (See attached article). 
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The City’s current process is to set the vendors up on a percentage basis of gross sales, yet this is proving 

very difficult to monitor, with numerous businesses continuing to operate without the City’s knowledge 

and/or approval.  Several examples were discussed ranging from photographers using the parks for photo 

shoots to personal trainers who are chaining their tractor tires to the fence at Stocker Stadium.  BLM is also 

dealing with this controversial issue and recently approached the City requesting a licensing process be 

implemented for vendors who are using the Tabeguache Trailhead for profit. Both entities are concerned 

about how to develop a process that is supportive and fair to all businesses while ensuring the use of the 

properties is acceptable and appealing to the public. City staff is currently working on putting together a 

proposal for a more flexible process that will hopefully encompass the majority of these contractors, 

making it more of a win-win situation for everyone involved. Emily Krause said staff is using the City of 

Denver as a template, taking the time to learn from their implementation process (what worked? what 

didn’t?). She distributed some preliminary draft application documents (See attached) and said enforcement 

of the process will most likely have to be by the “honor system”.  The new process will include background 

and licensing checks, and the goal will be for the sales to be handled very similar to the existing 

concessionaire process which includes the City, County, Fruita, and Palisade.  Rob Schoeber stated staff is 

striving to develop a fair and equitable process for everyone and will present the plan at next month’s Parks 

and Recreation Advisory Board meeting.   

 

Item 5:  Project Updates 

Mike Vendegna and Traci Wieland provided a brief PowerPoint presentation on several project updates.  

 

Item 6: For the Good of the Community 

Dr. Scott McBrayer stated he had attended last night’s City Council meeting, at which a community 

member requested the Council members deny the 2014 STARS fees. City Council has scheduled a 

workshop in December to discuss and make a final decision on the City’s licensed day camp fees.   

 

Traci Wieland reported Recreation Coordinator Lorie Gregor had just received the 2
nd

 place national award 

for the North American Mature Publisher’s winning cover photo. The photo was taken at the 2012 Senior 

Games, in which Lorie Gregor laid down in the sand pit to snap a photo of a man competing in the long 

jump. The cover photo entry was a collaborative effort with the Senior Beacon.  Congratulations Lorie!   

 

Rob Schoeber reported the City of Grand Junction also recently received the Starburst Award from GOCO 

for the Lincoln Park renovations for the “outstanding use of lottery dollars”.  In addition, the Colorado 

Lottery has potentially selected a photograph of Rocket Park, taken by Marketing Coordinator Karen 

Peterson, which will be featured on a scratch ticket this spring 

 

Item 7:  Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tressa Fisher 

Administrative 

Specialist
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