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Topic:  Persigo Biogas Discussion and Options 

Staff (Name & Title):   Greg Lanning, Public Works and Utilities Director 
                                     Jay Valentine, Internal Services Manager 
                                     Dan Tonello, Wastewater Services Manager 

 
Summary:  
 

City Council direction is requested on one of four options in the conversion of methane 

gas produced at the Persigo Wastewater Treatment Facility. 

 
Background, Analysis and Options:  
 
Several years ago, the wastewater division contracted with an engineering firm to help 

identify any beneficial uses of the biogas produced at the Persigo treatment facility. 

Persigo “flares” or burns off approximately 100,000 cubic feet per day of digester 

gas. Digester gas is methane that is created as a byproduct of processing waste.  

The methane biogas produced at Persigo when converted to CNG is the equivalent of 

196,000 gallons of gasoline with an approximate 3 million pound reduction of CO2 

emissions released in a year.  

Options for this conversion include: 

 Convert the biogas into compressed natural gas, deliver it to the City’s fueling 

facility and use it to fuel CNG vehicles.  

 Scrub, compress, and then sell the gas to Excel Energy by injecting it into their 

pipeline. 

 Allow energy an energy services company to purchase and install all of the 

infrastructure necessary to inject the gas into Xcel Energy, thereby taking 

ownership and beneficial use of the gas. 

 Do nothing and continue to flair the methane gas 

 
Financial Impact/Budget:  
 

Date: 4/7/14   

Author:  Jay Valentine  

Title/ Phone Ext:  1517  

Proposed Meeting Date: 

     



 

 

Financial options will be discussed and are dependent of which option is pursued and 
factors that include the fluctuation of renewable energy credits. 
 
Legal issues: 
 
There are no legal issues at this time. 
 
Other issues: 
 
The addition of 4 slow fill CNG stations is also being considered for the Persigo 
property. 
 
Previously presented or discussed: 
 
This item was discussed at City Council Workshop on January 6th. 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  


