


1. Denver & Rio GrandeWestetnlColorado Midland Union Station
ADDRESS: 119 Pitkin Avenue
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1905-1906
BACKGROUND: Renaissance Revival-style building with
front entry Tuscan columns, terra cotta foliage trim and ceramic
red roof tiles. This is one of the few existing structures from
Grand Junction’s
past as a major
railroad center.
It has been
unused since
the late 1980s.
Local residents
formed a “Save
The Depot”
committee in the early 1990s to help keep the station from
being torn down. Slowly the building has been undergoing
preservation by different private owners since 1994.
FASCINATING FAC7 This is thefirst majorpublic building
desigwd by Chicago architect Hemy Schalk, who kiter started the
architectural department at Noire Dame University

2. Ellis Cl0b Lodge #575
ADDRESS: 249 South 4’ Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1913
BACKGROUND: The town’s first Elks Lodge meeting took place
in 1900. The organization grew it a fiut pace. Thousands of club
members from
Colorado and -.

Utah attended
the opening day
ceremonies at
the present-day - I
building. A TarT
one-story room
for dancing and — - - --

an enlarged meetiog room were later added to the south side of the
original Italian Renaissance-Style structure.
FASCINATING FACT’ The secondfloor interior ceiling is composed ofnumerous
sumS stainedgLass panek, each bearing the name ofa deceased/edge member.

3, Whitman Park
ADDRESS: 4,h & 5th Streets, Ure & Pitkin Avenues
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: Part of the original 1881 city plan.
BACKGROUND: First named Cottonwood Park, it was changed
to ‘Whitman Park in 1922. Oregon Territory pioneer Dr. Marcus
Whitman and a guide crossed the Grand River just south of the park
during the winter of 1842. Whitman was traveling from his mission
near today’s Walla Walla, Washington to the east coast. Severe winter
weather and warring
Native American Indian
tribes forced the men to
travel on a more southern
route instead of taking
the Oregon Thil.
FASCINATING
FACT During thc early l.900s there was a small handstandfor live
perfonnances by local mwical gro ups.

4. Whitman School/Whitman Educational Center
ADDRESS: 248 South 4” Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1925
BACKGROUND: This structure was used as an elementary
school until 1965, then was sold to the Grand junction Chamber
of Commerce. The Chamber then rented the building for SI a year
to a brand new Museum
ofWestern Colorado. It
remained the main museum
building until 2000, when
the museum moved into the
larger C.D. Smith building
haIfa block east, Recent
restoration uncovered much of original exterior, including the school
name lettered in stone over the front door, ‘The museum won a special
award in 2001 from the Colorado Historical Society for the building’s
rehabilitation. it now houses oIflces and conference rooms.
FASCINATING FACfl Some believe the ok/school is haunted ly an
eady-tloyfenzale teacher; However; a maltjanitor who diedfrom a heart
attack while shoveling coal into the boiler during the 19305 is the only
documented death to have otninrd in the building.
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5. Cran&Ncw Gran&St. Regis Hotel gas utilities were also in the building. After the trolley system
ADDRESS: 359 Colorado Avenue
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: The original two story cast
wing was built is the Grand Hotel in 1895. The third floor,
east wing and cupola, enlarged it onto Colorado Avenue.
The front of the building and two-story vest wing were added
in 1906. iiw name was changed to St. Regis at that time.
BACKGROUND: It was known in Grand Junction as a place
for good rooms and meals at a lower cost than the town’s fancy
hotel, the LiCourt (no longer standing). The Oriental Room
and Cocktail
Lounge-added
in the I 930s —

offered a spacious
dance floor and
live music. The
switch from
railroad travel
to automobiles •
hurt business.
From the 1970s on, the hotel opened and closed several times.
Extensive interior rehabilitation in the I 990s resulted in the
present-day use as offices and apartments.
FASCINATING FACTS:
A. Beginninç in 1932, western Giloradofirst conunercial radio
station, JYFJ, operatedfrom the hotelfor severalyea rs.
B. In 1.915, Jack Dempsey. then fighting around Colorado as “Aid
Bkzcky’ punched outfour crooks as they walked up to the hotel
ha,: These same men had robbed Dempsey and his new manager
along the roadfrom Delta several hours earlier. Dempsey recovered
all the stolen Inoney

6. Electric/Enterprise Building
ADDRESS: 101 South 3,d Street
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: The first two floors were
built in 1913 and a third floor was added in 1918.
BACKGROUND: This is one of the first all-steel frame
structures in western Colorado. It was primarily built to house
the massive Ideal Engine which provided electricity to the

town’s trolley
system, the
Grand Junction
and Grind
River Valley
Railway. Offices
for the trolley
company and
early electric and

ended seiice in the early I93Os, dozens of various businesses
utilized the structure, including the Hod-Ross Business
College. Detailed restoration in 2004 returned the exterior to
its 1918 appearance.
FASCINATING FACT’ The steelframe was origbwlly designed
to supportfivefioors Thefourth andfiJih floors were ‘lever added.

7. Reed Building
ADDRESS: 362 Main Street
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: The first floor was built in
1903. Ihe second floor was added in 1908.
BACKGROUND: This is the site of one of the town’s early
hotels, the Crawford-Brunswick House. Town founder
George Crawford passed away in his hotel suite in 1891. That
hotel was torn down in the early 1 900s. Colorado Springs
businessman and multi-millionaire Verner Z. Reed bought the
property and built the present-day structure in two stages. In
1915 one of the early stores in the James Cash Penney system
opened in
the building
and remained
untill98l.
The structure
later housed rs ii
Dinosaur
Valley, the first separate paleontologiad division of the Museum
ofWestern Colorado. Extensive reconstruction in 2004-2005
resulted in an exact reproduction of the 1908 exterior. miere
are new apartments and condominiums on the second floor
with stores and offices on the first floor. The restoration effort
resulted in awards from the Colorado Historical Society.
FASCINATING FACfl The illegal Biltmore Club, a well-known
gambling ball, owned and operated by lXilter “Big Kid” Lames,
occupied much ofthe secondfioor in the late I 920s and 1.93Os.
During an attempted robbery in December of! 938, &nncs was
murdered by one ofthree masked men anned with a sawed-off
shotgim.
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8. Sampliner’s!Rockslide 10. Bannister’s/Boomers
ADDRESS: 401 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1890
BACKGROUND: Portions of the existing buflding probably
date to an original 1890s brick bank. The Sampliner brothers
opened one of the towns first all men’s clothing stores in 1895.
The clothing lines offered were expanded by a second company,

Rush-Sanford.
and again later
by Brownson’s.
Instead of
tearing the old
building down,
the owners of
the present-
day’ Roclcslide
Brewpub &

Restaurant went through a hill-scale rehabilitation in 1994.
FASCINATING FAD? The wigiizal blue and wI,lie tikd
Samplineri ‘is still intact in ti’eJiont envy flvor

9. Mesa Drug/City Market #1/il Bistro Italiano
ADDRESS: 400 Main Street
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: Some of the first floor
is possibly part of an original 1890s building. Additional
construction was done in 1906.
BACKGROUND: The first structure housed a general store
on the first floor with “furnished rooms” on the second floor.
It is unknown when the second floor was demolished. Mesa
Drug opened inside the structure in 1918 and remained until
1987. Ic was
one of the
last true soda
fountain
lunch counter
businesses
in town.
The current
restaurant
opened in the
mid-I 990s.
FAScINATING FACfl The Prinster brothers opened the very
first City A larketgrocerj store in 1/ic back halfof the building in
tile I 920s. The store eventually gnu’ into a huge inn/ti—state gvcny
store chain.

ADDRESS: 436 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1890
BACKGROUND; William Bannister opened a furniture
store/undertaking business here in 1897. Ignoring the two
small original ciw burial grounds on the north side of town,
Bannister established a small cemetery just for his customers
on Orchard Mesa. The City eventually hought our and
enlarged that
cemetery. The
undertaking
business died
out, but the
furniture
store was
continuously
operated by
various family
members until 2002.
FASCIN4ThVG FACT-
A. It was not unwualfrr smallpioneer western towns to have one
businessman who owned a san’ mill, sold raw /u;nher and/or made
finuture and caskets out ofthe lumber.

11. Grand Valley National Bank/First National Bank!
Dalby, Wendland Building
ADDRESS: 464 Main Street
DATES OFCONSTRUOON: 1910 and 1921
BACKGROUND: This is one of the most important, intact,
original architectural exteriors in Grand junction. The original
part of the building. constructed in 1910, replaced a smaller
stone bank on the same location. It was constructed with
ornate terra cotta n I
egg-and—dart
motif pilasters
and a projecting
cornice, which
was an unusual
style for the area.
Grand Valley
National bank
ceased operations
during the Great
Depression under
a federally mandated ‘bank holiday,” A re-organized First
National Bank opened in 1934. (Please turn over.)



19. The Daily Sentinel/Champion Boor & Saddlcry
ADDRESS: 545 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1907
BACKGROUND: The Daily Sentinel first operated from
at ‘cast two different rented structures. This nvo-stoty
false-front building was constructed as the nevspapers first
permanent home. The Sentinel remained at this location
until 1924, when a new office and print shop were built at
634 Main Street.
FASCINATING FACT Although the Sentinel began
pudiheanon in 1893, and is still in opontion at least 27 tither
(trand/niunon/Alesa C’ouiay newspapers have tvine Gildgone
since the 188Os,

cAl,tiuc-1l ‘loin OMIt.) i It’ hrst i_ ),illw, \siiiicid luslnt’ss opened 0 one tooiii is tIle
building in 1’)’t’). ‘Ihat tompans jsureii.istd the tritire struettite in I 986,
FAS( f\4 I INC fr/IC!: The o;iv;i;l ;tm’rh—c,n,;I’ /‘iii/t/iiie ,ttn,1’ 5 ,Sun’c’t ut/S (‘i//V /200

an,’! t,,jt’ is il/it ‘,iv it ‘life. It ii ‘at ,in ‘it/S. ck,,, ;iv—/ooki’it’ alit, 111 re A vi ‘o’ no,,? ii ‘ide
ciib/itt,iii fjci nç’ A I,ii,’ sm v ii ‘a.c with’S in / 92 / - ret/i/ti Ut’ 0/ I ‘ri’en e— I ti-u, tin it ‘it!, a henri’
ip/’n 11,1,?, ‘C, /i’rnin; ui Ic’i’e i/c’ tic ‘0 /11/CA cc flout ‘,/t’et can he cccii b mi; i/u;1 Sorry.

12. Benge\ Shoe Store
ADDRESS: SI’i \iatn Street
DATF. 01;: CONSTRUCTION: I 8’N)
BAC:Kc;RorNl) ibis is MUsa ( ciilnrss:
oldest continuously ins set] anti spirited
buM n C55 a isd (111 C of the t, Idest Si sue sHIres is

LOlt)r.ido. After nsovinu here from lns ‘I,

Ben ‘Pie Si lot’ ma ii” Benge pt ned the
first store in the 400 block tsf Main Street
in 1911. He moved to tile preseilt notion

about 1921. business ‘s’as continued by
his son Ham’ and now by grandson [mice. ille oldest horse in Mesa Counn a carousel
animal bought by Ham’ in the earls’ I 950s, is still an attraction in the store.
FASCINATING FAd? The stntcn,re isa narww building on a tjpieal 1ot sizefin: offered
by the original Grand function Toic’n Cmiipzn3: hi 1881 town officers purposely mapped out
naflvu4 25—foot wide dou’nwwn lots, hoping businessmen would buy at least mo or u;iow lotsfor
linger build/up. It is likely the ongtn.il huik/erat 511 Main could not afrbrd more than one lot,

16. Cooper Theater/Avalon
ADDRESS: 645 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1923
BACKGROUND: Construction of the
Anion was a major community’ project
directed by Daily Sentinel publisher
Walter Walker and other civic leaders of
the day. A variety 0f live entertainers and
musicians performed on stage during
the I 920s and I 93Os. often during a
railroad travel break between Denver
and Salt Like Cin School graduations
and other types of communin’ evenis
also rook place io the Avalon. As movies
became a popular attraction, the Cooper
Theater Company bought the building
in the I 940s. The detailed Beaux Arts
facade ‘vas covered with plain modern
materials.
The Cooper closed in the late 1980s. The
non-profit Avalon Committee helped save the structure and has reproduced some of the
destroyed exterior details and returned the theater back to its 1923 appearance.
FASCINATING FAd]? The original projection booth, still in use, is steel-lined. Doors and
windows tire kept open with loire rope held in ptice with lead seaL’. &n’lyfllnzs were made of
cvplosive celluloid. Ifaflhn c1zzcght on/ire, the lead seals would melt and sbon the doors and
windous shut. Theprojethonist u’oukl have bent killed, bitt hopcfldly the theater and ticket
holders would sunive. Such afire never oce,,ny2 at the Avalon,

13. Majestic/Mesa Theater
ADDRESS: 534-540 Main Street
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: Mid-I 890s and 1909
BACKGROUND: One section of the building “as originally the Plesa Opera Rink,
which was enlarged and teopened as the Majestic in 1909. Live theater and musical
performances were offered in between ‘electric theater” showings. Some of the fltst silent
films and the first movie with sound in western Colorado were shown
at the Majestic. Tile theater later added a projectionist-controlled
organ. By picking the correct paper music roll, tile organ would play- the appropriate chase,

romance, comedy or
other background
music for silent
movies. file organ

also supplied special
sound effects such as
gunshots, locomotives
or tile beat 0f horses’
hooves.
It was renamed the
Mesa ‘Ilieaier about
1930, and remained
operation as a movie

— r” I theater until 198’
Nc it used k w ‘ca is. it was re—opel ted 31 :1 veil tie ci r live iss tisi cal groups
in the I 990s.
FASdINIThVG FACT’ A 1915 movie admission price was 5 eel/n. Br
the I 93Os, it was 10 to 25 cents (depending on scat location), and by the
I 9hOs, the cost was $1.

in

20. Margery Building
ADDRESS: 519-527 Maui Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1905
BACKGROUND: This was the first Grand Junction
project b’. businessman \:‘erner Z. Reed, who went on to own buildings and real estate in

numerous states and foreign countries.
This building is named after one of his
daughters. It is an excellent example of
a classic detailed commercial building of
the era. The second floor offices and first
floor scores have been used by dozens 0f
individuals and companies. When the
1940s sheet metal front ‘.vas removed

during the 1980s, most of the 1905 exterior was surprisingly intact.
FASUNATING FACE’ The secondfloor ‘Mtngery Building Dance Hall” was the scene of
/‘nnn dances, lodge mneetinçs and 1920s— 1 930s etunce contest ,narathons. ft is now primarily used
by artistsfor studio space.

21. Fair Building
ADDRESS: 501-511 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1904
BACKGROUND: Pioneer businessman William J. Moyer
constructed a small wooden store on this site in the I 890s. The
present large brick structure was home to his Fair Store from 1904
until the I 930s. Moyer was not only a Grand Junction business
and civic leader, he and his wife privately helped Fund every’thing
from road construction to the YM.C.A. to college tuition for local
students. The couple was best known for establishing the Moyer
Pool for the city’ so young people could have a safe place to swim.
After Moyer —

1ost the store 3
during The Great
Depression.
Montgom cry’

Ward utilized the
building for 50
years.
FASUNATING
FACT’ For better
or worse, John
Abbott, the fictional main character in Dalton Tnwnuhoi “&hnse” u’as
toosely based on 1V?lliamn 1’Ioyer.

22. Mesa County Counhouse
ADDRESS: 544 Rood Avenue
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: 1922-i 924
BACKGROUND: The Main Street courthouse was very’
overcrowded by World War I, so Mesa County announced a
design contest for a new courthouse. Many architectural designs,
arguments and
cost-debates later,
this neo-classid
design by Eugene

Groves was accepted. The modern brick

1 ‘1 4:1 3’

14. Kress/Mercantile Building
ADDRESS: 542-546 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1929
BACKGROLTND: One of the later stores built as a pan of the national
Kre&s Department Store chain. The first Samuel S. Kns store opened
in Pennsylvania in I 88’. By the late I 940s, 264 Ksess stores were in
operation. Although stores in the major U.S. cities were more ornate, the
Grand Junction building matciscd cisc otiser small stores. All were designed
by Kress architects working in the New York City company headquarters;

all store plans were

rH±tZ- tscmcnt usd main 17. Schiesswohl Building
— flflflT’CC1’r’I,’,



.illiilltiL’Li bill iIont.i iiw hrst Dalbu ‘endi,nid bLisbiluss (itx’ntl II (file ii)nn in the
htiildint in 919. Ihat Lt)I11.II1\’ purcha ed the entlit structure in 19H1,.
FASrv4 lING F’lCl: He onenml north—tout!’ hiii/diitçr tiioiit 5’ Surer u’a.c oil/v two
IVOhlL’ i/lilt (I/Il’ ha/lit “iv tijIk. It 7/5 ic dl? iidt/, ck’u,?ii 100/,’, I11 t’iii title. .‘ I ru ‘o— owl/i it ‘ide
addrno;i it ni’ ,‘ him Sri ci ?c’ac u/tied in 1 92!. a cu/nor’ i/i a li,TQe—l cr;vo mi-c u ru!, a better
flue ‘‘an it’. f/ti ceijiti n ‘err r/i fun /1l7(’k curio,) c ‘fleet gill! PC cecil hut,? 1 hurt, Sneer.

12. Benge Shoe Ston
Al) L ) kISS: SI S lii ii Street
DATE OF C ONSTRtCTION: I $90
BACKCIU)l.:ND nu. is Mc’s, Cot,ntys
oldest colt lit’ otis Iv oss net I a nil (I )tr,I red
husmess alit1 tine of the oldest shoe stores in
Colorado. After nmviilg here from Iowa.
Bert “Tite Sitoeman’’ Benge openeLl the
first store in the 400 block of Main Street
in 1911. He moved to the present location
about 1921. Business was continued by
his son Harry and now by grandson Bruce. The oldest horse in Mesa Counq a carousel
animal bought by Harry in the early I 950s, is still an attraction in the store.
FASCINATINGFACT The sintentre is a narrow building on a tjupiad lot sizefirst offered
byilie original GrandJunction Thwn Company hi 1881 town officers nirposely mapped out
nanvu4 25—foot wide downtown lots, hoping businessmen would buy at least two or Inoir lotsfor
Luger buildings. It is likely the original builder at 514 Main could not af/brd mole than one lot.

13. Majestic/Mesa Theater
ADDRESS: 534-540 Main Street
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: Mid-I 890s and 1909
BACKGROUND: One section of the building was originally the Mesa Opera Rink,
which was enlarged and reopened as the Majestic in 1909. Live theater and musical
performances were offered in between “electric theater” showings. Some of the first silent
films and the first movie with sound in western Colorado were shown
at the Majestic. Tie theater later added a projectionist-controlled
organ. By picking the correct paper music roll, the organ would play

the apptopriate chase,
romance, comedy or
other background
music for silent
niovies. Tie organ
also supplied special
sound effuucts such as
gunshots, locomotives
or the heat of horses’
hooves.
It ‘vas renamed the
Mesa ‘llieater about
1930, and remained in
operation as a movie
theater until 1987
(or live musical groups

14. Kress/Mercantile Building
ADDRESS: 542-546 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1929
BACKGROUND: One of the later stores built as a part of the national
Kress Department Store chain. The first Samuel S. Kress store opened
in Pennsylvania in 1887. By the late I 940s, 264 Kress stores were in
operation. Although storcs in the major U.S. cities were more ornate, the
Grand junction building matched (lie other small stores. MI ‘vere designed
by Kress architects working in the New York City company headquarters;

Airthcsto:sakohidabtement md mun

16. Cooper Theater/Avalon
ADDRESS: 645 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1923
BACKGROUND: Construction of the
Avalon was a major community’ project
directed by Din/v Senthid publisher
Walter \%lker and other civic leaders of
the day. A variew of live entertainers and
musicians perfdrmed on stage during
the 1920s and l930s, often during a
railroad travel break henveen Denver
and Salt Lake City. School graduations
and other types of community events
also took place in the Avalon. As movies
became a popular attraction, the Cooper
Theater Company bought the building
in the 1940s. The detailed Beaux Arcs
Facade was covered with plain modern

19. The Daily Sentinel/Champion Boot & Saddle.y
ADDRESS: 545 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1907
BACKGROUND: The Did/v Sentinel first operated from
at least nvo different rented structures. This nvo—story
false-front building was constructed as the newspaper’s first
permanent home. The Sentinel remained at this location
until 1924, when a new office and print shop were built at
634 Main Street.
FASCiNATING FACT Althour4h the Sentinel began
publication in 1893, and is still iii operation at least 27 other
Czand/u,rcion/Mesa Counly i/elvspap cr5 have come andgone
since the 1880s.

20. Mnrgery Building
ADDRESS: 5 19-527 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1905
BACKGROUND: This was the first Grand Junction
project by businessman Verner Z. Reed, who went on to own buildings and real estate in

__________

numerous states and foreign countries.
This building is named after one of his
daughters. It is an excellent example of
a classic detailed commerciai building of
the era. The second floor offices and first
floor stores have been used by dozens of
individuals and companies. When the
I 940s sheet metal front was removed

during the I 980s, most of the 1905 exterior was surprisingly intact.
FASCINATING FACT The secondfloor “Maigeiy Building Dance Hall” was the scene of
prom dances, lodge meeth,gs and] 920s-I 93Os dance contest marathons. It is now primarily used
by artistsJar studio space.

21. Fair Building
ADDRESS: 501-511 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1904
BACKGROUND: Pioneer businessman William J. Moyer
constructed a small wooden store on this site in the 1 890s. The
present large brick structure was home to his Fair Store from 1904
until the I 930s. Moyer was not only a Grand Junction bt,siness
and civic leader, he and his wife privately helped fund everything
from road construction to the Y.M.C.A. to college tuition for local
students. The couple was best known for establishing the Moyer
Pool for the city so young people could have a safe place to swim.
After Moyer
lost the store
during The Great
Depression,
Montgomery
Ward utilized the
building for 50
years.
FASCINATING
FAC7: For better
or u’orse, John
Abbott, thefictional main character in Dalton Tni;nhoc “Ethpse” loaf
loosely based on William Moyer.

22. Mesa County Courthouse
ADDRESS: 544 Rood Avenue
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: 1922-1924
BACKGROUND: The Main Street courthouse was very
overcrowded by World War 1, so Mesa County announced a
design contest for a new courthouse. Many architectural designs,

cost-debateslater, r&
this neo—classical . ‘

Groves was accepted. The modn kk — I 1h

materials.
The Cooper closed in the late I 9SOs. Tile
non-profit Avalon Committee helped save the structure and has reproduced some of the
destroyed exterior details and returned the theater back to its 1923 appearance.
FASCINATING FACT ‘The originalprojection booth, still in use, is steel-lined Doors and
windows are kept open with wire rope held in ploce with lead scab. Early films lucre made of
explosive celluloid Ifaflhn caught on/ire, the lead seals ioould melt and skim the &oic and
windows shut. The projectionist would have been killed, bitt hopefully the theater and ticket
holders would survive. Such afire i/ever occurred at the Avalon.

WhiféAve ZZ

Not used Ibr s-ears, it was rt—upencd as a venue
in die 1990s.
FASCINATING FACT’A 1915 movie ad;nissionpi*e was 5 cents. By
the I 93Os, it was 10 to 25 cents (depending on seat location), and by the
]960s, the cost was $1.



films and the fiuic niovic with sound In wcern Colorado were shown Ii
at the Majestic. lie theater later added a projectionist-controlled
organ. By picking the correct paper music roll, the organ would plaY

the appropriate chase,
romance, comedy or
other background
music For silent
movies. The organ
also supplied special
sound effects such as
gunshots, locomorives
or the beat of horses’
hooves.
It was renamed the
Mesa fliearer about
1939, and remained in
operarkin as a movie
theater until I

Not used for ears, it was re-opened as a venue for live musical groups
in the I 990s,
FAScINATING FACT’ l 1915 movie adnussmnprur uris 5 rena By
the I 930s, it was 10 to 25 cr,its (depending on seat location), and l,’ythe
1960s, the cost was $1.

14. KressiMercmtile Building
ADDRESS: 542-546 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1929
BACKGROUND: One oFthe later stores builr as a part o1 tlse national
Kress Department Store chain, flie first Samuel S. K’mcs store opened
in Pennsylvania in 1887. By’ the late I 940s, 2ü4 Kress stores were iii

operation. Although stores in the major U.S. cities were more ornate, the
Grand Junction building matched the other small stores. All were designed
by Kress architects working in the New York City company headquarters;

all store plans were
personally reviewed and
approved by Mr. Kress.
All the stows also had a basement and main
selling floors, a warehouse within the same
structure, and an office mezzanine. All stores
were also made of pale yellow brick.
The Grand Junction store closed in 1975,
atsd reopened as the Mercantile the same
year. Many subsequent owners have rebuilt
the interior several times. The last remaining
Kress stores in other states closed in 1980.
FASCINATING FACTS:
A. The distinctive trademark, a curved ‘Aiess”
irakie an inn’itnte4’ azn’edbav, usa ala pan
of’everp storei exterior The Grandjunction

aadnnark is still visible toward the top ofthe roofjveak. B. Only 90 on4nalA}ess stores are still
standing across the nation.

15, United Hardwar&lnteriors, etc
ADDRESS: 602 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1924
BACKGROUND: Unusual hand-painted
tiles were added to the brick and terra cotta
exterior during construction, The Biggs
and Kurra families owned some of the
largest Grand junction companies during
the early and mid-I 900s. They’ binlt this
building and opened United Hardware, a
new retail division of their large hardware and lumber ventures. Retail hardware was not
as prodLietive as hoped. The building setved as Manuel’s Department Store from 1933 to
1962. Other past occupants included Keith O’Briens from 196,3-I 984; Capps Furniture
from 1985-I 993 and Interiors, etc., 1993 to present.
FASCJNATING FACT Manueli built large vaults underneath the fissat sWain Street sidewalk
jor use as storage ojfiir coats during warmer ,nonths.

17. Sdiiesswohl Building
ADDRESS: 123 South & Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1908
BACKGROUND: A commercial office
structure built by Jacob Schiesswohl, this
building is still owned by his family. The
original ornate false front and decorative
sheet metal exterior is still visible, A
Richardsonian stone arch and stone lintels
accent the second floor. Over the years,
the structure ha’ housed many di&rent
businesses.

FASCINATING FACI The Sc! lesswohlfionily aLo opened GrandJwictionkfirstfitil sn-vice
gas nation and car wash in the 1920s just south ofthe building.

18. Mesa County Courthouse/Main Street Bagels
ADDRESS: 559 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1885
BACKGROUND: The structure was first built as the
nvo-ston’ Mandel Opera House. A large open second
floor meeting room was used for the town’s first court,
church services, weddings and public meetings. It was
then purchased by Mesa County and tised as the count’
courtlsouse from 1885 ontil 1924. It was then used by
many businesses, including L. Cook Sporting Goods
and Capps Furniture. The second floor was probably
removed in the 1930s, possibly’ to save on property taxes.
The remaining part of the building was remodeled with a
new brick veneer and Art Deco stained glass.
FASCINATING FACT’ A walled-in vault that onginally
housed the county safe is now used as an oven area flsr the
bagel shop.

21. Fair Building
ADDRESS: 501-511 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1904
BACKGROUND: Pioneer businessman William j. Moyer
constructed a small wooden store on this site in the I 890s. The
present large brick structure was home to his Fair Store from 1904
until the 1930s. Moyer was not only a Grand junction business
and civic leader, he and his wife privately helped find everything
from road construction to the Y.M.C.A. to college tuition for local
students, lie couple was best known for establishing the Moyer
Pool for the city so young people could have a safe place to swim.
After Moyer
lost the store
during The Great
Depression,
Montgomery
\‘Csrd utilized the
building for 50
cars.
FASCINATING
FACT For better
or worse, Job;,
Abbott, thefictional ;mtin character in Dalton Trunzhoi”Ech’pse”was
loosely based on William Moyer.

22. Maca County Courthouse
ADDRESS: 544 Rood Avenue
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: 1922-1924
BACKGROUND: The M;un Street courthouse was very
overcrowded by World War 1, so Mesa County’ announced a
design contest for a
arguments and
cost-debates later,
this neo-classical

________________

design by Eugene
Groves was accepted. The modern brick
and glass annex was added to the back of
building in 1974. Althotigfs the original,
elegant exterior remains intact, the inside
has been remodeled numerous times.
Extensive rebuilding, beginning in the late
1990s, returned most of the interior back to the original design. The former second floor
courtroom is now home to the Mesa Counts’ Commissioners.
FASCINATING FACT Marblefrom Marble, Colorado andgTanitefrom nearby quarries
were used on buildings in many oti’er states. Bitt several still—standing buildings such its tile
courthouse, and so,;,i’ long gone Grandjunction st;’ucnhres, were built with Indiana li,nestone.

23. GrandJunction Post Office/U.S. Counhouse!WayneAspinafl Federal Building
ADDRESS: 400 Rood Avenue
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: 1915 and 1933
BACKGROUND: It was the first structure built expressly to house a permanent Grand
Junction post office, as well as other federal agencies. lie building then doubled in size
when the east wing was added in the I O3Os. A zipper-like stone seam connecting the old

and new sections is noticeable
I : on the front. Someof the

r m r : l922conferenccsresuitingin

r r r a, j’j r jjtz theColoradoRiverCompact
I . - ‘ - -. were held in the boildin. The

‘!
-

‘ for seven states. When the new
post office was built across the street in 1966, the building was renamed for long-time
district U.S. Congressman and Palisade resident Wayne Aspinall.
FASCINATINGFACT’ The downtown area soil is vny porous. This Indiana limestone
smeeture was one oft/sefirst vny heavy buildings to go up. It was not long before the building
started to slowly sink. Additional congressionalflo,ding was needed to excavate the building and
to add underground support pilings.

new courthouse. Many architectural designs,
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DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1907
BACKGROUND: The Dailp Sentinel first operated from
at least nvo different rented structures. This nvo-srory
false-front building was constructed as the newspaper’s first
permanent home. The Sentinel reniairted at this location
until 1924. when a nesv office and print shop were built at
634 Main Street.
FASCiNATINGMCT Although the Sentinel began
publication in 1893, and is still in operation, at least 27 other
Gnmdluncuo,dMesa Con,;0 ‘xcii ‘spapen have co,ne ant/gone
since the l880s.

1
:
-.‘

design contest for a
arguments and
cost-debates later,
this neo-classical
design by Eugene

The modern brick
and glass annex was added to the hack of
building in 1974. Although the original,
elegant exterior remains intact, the inside
has been remodeled numerous timcs.
Extensive rebuilding, beginning in the late

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1923
BACKGROUND: Construction of the
Avalon was a major community project
directed by Daih’ Snai,;el publisher
Walter \X-’alker and other civic leaders of
the day. A vañen’ of live entertainers and
musicians performed on stage during
the I 920s and I 93Os, often during a
railroad travel break between Denver
and Salt bke City. School graduations
and other wpes of communin’ events
also took place in the Avalon. As movies
became a popular attraction, the Cooper
Theater Company bought the building
in the I 940s. The detailed Beaux Arts
flicade was covered with plain modern
materials.
ilie Cooper closed in the late I 980s. The
non-profit Avalon Comminee helped save the structure and has reproduced some 0f tile
destroyed exterior details and returned the theater back to its 1923 appearance.
FASCINATING FACT The oiiginalprojection booth, still in use, is steel-lined Doors and
windows are kept open nigh tyke ;‘ope held in place with lead seals. Lvi;’films were made of
nplosh’e celluloid Ifafihn caught on fire, the In.! seals would melt and stun the doors and
windou’s shut. The projectionist would hate bent killed, bitt hopeflilly the theater and ticket
holders moult/survive. Such afire netn ocanTed at the Az’alon.

1 Mesa County a carousel
i in the store.
typical lot sizefirst offered
freis pueptisi-ti’ mapped out

at least two or more lotJar
‘d not afib;’d more than one lot.

20. Margery Building
ADDRESS: 519-527 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1905
BACKGROUND: This was the first Grand Junction
project by businessman Verner Z. Reed, who went on to own buildings and real estate in

numerous states and foreign countries.
This building is named after one
daughters. It is an excellent example 0f
a classic detailed commercial building of
the en. The second floor offices and first
floor stores have been used by dozens of
individuals and companies. When the
194Os sheet metal front was removed

during the I 980s, most 0f the I ‘)OS exterior was surprisingly intact.
FASCINATINGFACT The secondftoor ‘Margety Building Dance flall”us-zs the scene of
pro in itv;ces, lodge meetings and I920s-193Qs dance cmitest ,narathons. ft is non’ phmat-dy used
by artistsfor studio space.
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21. Fair Building
ADDRESS: 501-5 11 Main Street

DATE

OF CONSTRUCTION: 1904
BACKGROUND: Pioneer businessman William J. Moyer
constructed a small wooden store on this sire in the I 890s. The
present large brick structure was home to his Fair Store from 1904
until the I93Os. Moyer was not only a Grand Junction business
and civic leader, lie and his wife privately helped Rind even-thing
from road construction to the Y.M.C.A. to college tuition for local
students. The couple was best known for establishing the Moyer
Pool for the city so young people could have a safe place to swim.
After Moyer
lost the store
during The Great
Depression,
Montgomery

__________

Ward utilized the
building for 50
years.
FASCINATING

_______

FACT For better

___________

or morse, Johit
Abhors, thefictional main character in Dalton Tnanbo’s ‘Eclipse’ was
loosely based on William Moyer
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22. Mesa County Courthouse
ADDRESS: 544 Rood Avenue
DATES OF CONSThUCDON: 1922-1924
BACKGROUND: The Main Street courthouse was very
overcrowded by World War 1, so Mesa County announced a

U
new courthouse. Many architectural designs,

Groves was accepted.

1E
17. Schiesswolil Building
ADDRESS: 123 South 6’ Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1908
BACKGROUND; A commercial office
structure built bvJacob Schiesswohl, this
building is still owned by his family. The
original ornate false front and decorative
sheet metal exterior is still visible. A
Wchardsonian stone arch and stone lintels
accent the second floor. Over the years,
the structure has housed many different
businesses.

FASCINATINGFACT The Schiesswohlfatnily also opened Gi’andJunctioncfintfitll service
gas station and car wash in the 192Os just south ofthe building.

18. Mesa County CounhouselMain Street Bagels
ADDRESS: 559 Main Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1885
BACKGROUND: The structure was first built as the
two-story Mandel Open House. A large open second
floor meeting room was used for die town’s first court.
church sen’ices, weddings and public meetings. It was
then purchased by Mesa County and used as the county
courthouse from I 885 until 1924, It was then used by
many businesses, including L. Cook Sporting Goods
and Capps Furniture. The second floor was probably
removed in the 1930s, possibly to save on property taxes.
The remaining pan of the building was remodeled with a
new brick veneer and Art Deco stained glass.
FASCiNATINGFACT A walled-in vault that onhndly
housed the county safe is now used as an oven areafor the
bagel shop.

Retail hardware was not
rtment Store from 1933 to
)63-1984; Capps Furniture

thefont A lain Sheet sidewalk

1990s, returned most of the interior back to the original design. The former second floor
courtroom is now home to the Mesa Counn- Commissioners.
FASCINATINGFACT iI-larb/efrom Al,n-ble, Colon;do andg-anitcfi-om nearlq qttan’ies
were used ott buildings in many other states. Bitt several still-standing buildings such as the
counhouse, and some longgone GrandJunction sh’uctu;’es, were built with hidiana limestone.

23. Grand Junction Post Office/U.S. CourthouselWayneAspinall Federal Building
ADDRESS: 400 Rood Avenue
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION: 1915 and 1933
BACKGROUND: It was the first structure built expressly to house a permanent Grand
Junction post office, as ‘veil as other federal agencies. The building then doubled in size
ss’hen the east wing was added in the I 930s. A zipper-like stone seam connecting the old

--- and new sections is noticeable

in j in

P ¶ !

post office was built across the street in 1966, the building ‘vas renamed for long-time
district U.S. Congressman and Palisade resident Wayne Aspinall.
FASCINATINGFACT The do;vntown area sodk very porous. This Indiana litnestone
sh-udin’e was one ofthefirst very heazy buildings togo up. It was not long before the building
started to slowly 5nth. Additional congressionalfiending ;vas needed to excavate the building and
to add underground support pilings.




