
 
 

To become the most livable community west of the Rockies by 2025 
 
 

11..  MMaattcchheetttt  PPaarrkk  MMaasstteerr  PPllaann::    SSttaaffff  wwiillll  pprreesseenntt  aann  uuppddaattee  oonn  tthhee  MMaattcchheetttt  PPaarrkk  

  MMaasstteerr  PPllaann  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  pprroocceessss,,  pprreeffeerrrreedd  aalltteerrnnaattiivvee,,  

  pphhaassiinngg  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess,,  aanndd  ccoosstt  eessttiimmaatteess..            AAttttaacchh  WW--11  

SSuupppplleemmeennttaall  DDooccuummeennttss  

  

22..  22004400  RReeggiioonnaall  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  PPllaann  aanndd  MMooddeell::    The 2040 Regional 
 Transportation Plan is currently being developed by the Mesa County Regional 
 Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO).  Council will be briefed on what to 
 expect through 2014.   In preparation for the plan, the RPTO has also updated 
 the Transportation Model for the Grand Valley which preliminary results will be 
 shared.             Attach W-2 

SSuupppplleemmeennttaall  DDooccuummeennttss  

  

33..  11
sstt

  SSttrreeeett  aanndd  GGrraanndd  AAvveennuuee  IInntteerrsseeccttiioonn::    In 2008, the Colorado Department 
 of Transportation (CDOT) prepared the I-70B West Environmental Assessment 
 for the I-70B corridor from 24 Road east to 15th Street.   Proposed improvements 
 at 1st and Grand Avenue will be the focus of the topic.     Attach W-3 

Supplemental Documents 
 
4. Ute/Pitkin Realignment:  The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is 

 interested in investigating the realignment of one-way couplet that is I-70B a 
 block to the south in order to provide for for large scale redevelopment, 
 revitalization, and densification of downtown Grand Junction for the next 50 
 years.   DDA and City staff will present an alternative that was developed as far 
 back as 2004 that has since evolved to the present concept of shifting the one-
 way couplet south a block.         Attach W-4 

Supplemental Documents 
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CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  SSTTAAFFFF  RREEPPOORRTT  

WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP  SSEESSSSIIOONN  
 

 

Topic:  Matchett Park Master Plan Update 

Staff (Name & Title):  Rob Schoeber, Parks & Recreation Director 
                                    Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent 

 
Summary:  
 
Staff will present an update on the Matchett Park Master Plan including the community 
participation process, preferred alternative, phasing opportunities, and cost estimates. 
 
Background, Analysis and Options:  
 
In June of 2012, City Council directed Staff to complete a master plan for the 205 acre 
Matchett Park. A $75,000 Great Outdoors Colorado planning grant was submitted in 
spring of 2013 and secured in June of 2013. A landscape architectural firm, Design 
Workshop, was selected to assist with the process after a solicitation was completed in 
late summer of 2013. Ciavonne, Roberts and Associates of Grand Junction was 
secured as an owner’s representative. In addition, a stakeholder group was compiled to 
assist with the technical components of the planning process. These stakeholders 
included representatives from Parks and Recreation, Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board, City Council, Fire, Police, Traffic, Planning, Public Works, and Economic 
Development and Sustainability.  
 
The master planning process included a rigorous community participation component 
with three public meetings, two online surveys, a dedicated web and Facebook page, an 
email newsletter, and extensive outreach to neighbors, community groups, boards, and 
regional residents. The community first participated in a visioning process to provide 
direction and feedback for elements that should and should not be included in the plan. 
Three alternatives were then developed and critiqued helping to move the plan to a 
preferred concept that was presented to the community in March of 2014.  
 
Phasing opportunities have been developed which have been broken down into four 
major sections; however, each phase is structured so that components can be further 
be broken down into smaller projects. Infrastructure related items are included in a 
separate section. Cost estimates have been developed for both the development costs 
and ongoing maintenance costs.  
 
Board or Committee Recommendation: 
 
The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has been reviewing progress and 
participating in the process since June of 2013. In addition, a presentation was made to 
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the Parks Improvement Advisory Board on April 1, 2014 with an update about the 
master planning process. 
 
Financial Impact/Budget:  
 
Update only. 
 
Legal issues: 
 
None 
 
Other issues: 
 
None   
 
Previously presented or discussed: 
 
The funding plan for the master plan was discussed at the June 27, 2013 workshop 
session. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Matchett Park Preferred Conceptual Plan 
Matchett Park Phasing Opportunities 
Darla Jean Petition 
Public Comments and Emails – Available Upon Request 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  SSTTAAFFFF  RREEPPOORRTT  

WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP  SSEESSSSIIOONN  
 

 

Topic:  2040 Regional Transportation Plan and Model 

Staff:  Trent Prall, Engineering Manager 

 
Summary:  
 
The 2040 Regional Transportation Plan is currently being developed by the Mesa 
County Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO).  Council will be briefed 
on what to expect through 2014.   In preparation for the plan, the RPTO has also 
updated the Transportation Model for the Grand Valley which preliminary results will be 
shared.   
 
Background, Analysis and Options:  
The Regional Transportation Plan serves as the blueprint for the future of the 
community’s transportation network. Plan guides investments in the region’s 
transportation system to reduce congestion, ease commutes, improve roadway safety, 
enhance sidewalks, bike, and multi-use trails, and maintain an efficient and effective 
transportation system that supports the regional economy.  
 
Public Outreach Events: 
The plan is required to have a significant public outreach effort.   Currently RTPO staff 
and the steering committee have identified City of GJ Farmers Markets, Fruita City 
Council Ice Cream Social, Palisade Sunday Markets, and Fruita Farmers Markets as 
opportunities to interface with the general public. 
 
Transit Open House:  5/28/2014 5:00 to 7:00 
Telephone Town Hall:  6/26/2014 2:15 Hosted by: CDOT/Mesa County Commissioners 
 
Website:  http://www.gv2040rtp.org  
 
A Regional Workshop will be held in August to elicit input and feedback.   A Public 
Officials Workshop is anticipated in September or October for them to learn more about 
the plan, the implications of MAP-21 and to review public comments received to date, 
reaffirm key messages and vision identified in the 2035 RTP and provide final input into 
plan development.    
 
Schedule: 
Getting Started:   May – July 
Updating Issues and Needs:   July-September 
Reaffirming our Vision:  September – November 
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Transportation Model 
The 2035 model was prepared in 2010 and was based on population projections that 
have changed substantially since it was first developed.     The 2040 population 
projection as developed in 2008 forecasted the Valley to have a population of 267,000.  
2013 projects now predict a 2040 forecast in the order of 225,000.   Due to the 
decrease of anticipated population, the impact on the forecasted transportation network 
is dramatic:  where many of the roads that were showing failure in the peak hour now 
show adequate capacity. 
 
Maps of the model runs will be presented. 
 
Board or Committee Recommendation: 
 
Grand Valley Regional Transportation Committee will be extensively involved over the 
next 7 months in development of the 2040 Regional Transportation Plan.  
 
Financial Impact/Budget:  
 
No impacts at this time.  
 
Legal issues: 
 
No legal issues are anticipated at this time. 
 
Previously presented or discussed: 
 
This has not been previously discussed. 
 
Attachments: 
 
None.   



 

 

CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  SSTTAAFFFF  RREEPPOORRTT  

WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP  SSEESSSSIIOONN  
 

 

Topic:  1st and Grand Avenue Intersection  

Staff:  Trent Prall, Engineering Manager 

 
Summary:  
 
In 2008, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) prepared the I-70B West 
Environmental Assessment for the I-70B corridor from 24 Road east to 15th Street.   
Proposed improvements at 1st and Grand Avenue will be the focus of the topic. 
 
Background, Analysis and Options:  
The I-70B West Environmental Assessment analyzed the corridor from 24 Road east to 
15th Street.  The process began in the Fall of 2006.  The Purpose and Need statement 
for the assessment identified congestion, safety, access, ped/bike/transit facilities as the 
primary concerns for the corridor.   The planning horizon for the project looked out to 
2030. 
 
The assessment identified and screened numerous alternatives for various sections 
through the corridor.  Through feedback received, a preferred alternative was developed 
and scrutinized through a myriad of environmental parameters. 
 
Extensive public information and involvement was part of the process including, 
numerous one-on-one / small group meetings, community events, agency head and 
elected officials briefings, project websites, targeted mailings along with two open 
houses and one public hearing. 
 
The 2008 Environmental Assessment and subsequent Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) were both approved by the State Transportation Commission and the Federal 
Highway Administration Colorado Division Administrator. 
 
The 2008 Environmental Assessment has guided CDOT to the first few phases of the I-
70B Improvements that started at 24 Road and now have been extended through 
Rimrock Ave.   CDOT is currently designing the next segments from Rimrock Avenue 
south to the Ute/Pitkin and 1st Street curves. CDOT has not secured funding as of yet. 
 
The presentation is intended as an update of the proposed improvements as well as 
look at a couple of the other alternatives that were considered. 
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Board or Committee Recommendation: 
 
None 
 
Financial Impact/Budget:  
 
No impacts at this time.  
 
Legal issues: 
 
No legal issues are anticipated at this time. 
 
Previously presented or discussed: 
 
This has not been discussed previously. 
 
Attachments: 
 

 
 



 

 

CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  SSTTAAFFFF  RREEPPOORRTT  

WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP  SSEESSSSIIOONN  
 

 

Topic:  Ute/Pitkin Realignment 

Staff:  Harry Weiss, Downtown Development Authority Executive Director  
            Trent Prall, Engineering Manager 

 
Summary:  
 
The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is interested in investigating the 
realignment of one-way couplet that is I-70B a block to the south in order to provide for  
large scale redevelopment, revitalization, and densification of downtown Grand Junction 
for the next 50 years.   DDA and City staff will present an alternative that was developed 
as far back as 2004 that has since evolved to the present concept of shifting the one-
way couplet south a block. 
 
Background, Analysis and Options:  
In 2004, the DDA commissioned the Westside Downtown Development Plan that 
recommended combining Ute and Pitkin into a major arterial road along Pitkin that was 
referred to as “Utekin”.  The concept was to use the half block to the north of Pitkin for 
the transportation corridor while leaving the existing Pitkin corridor as a frontage road.  
In order to properly complete the master plan of the Downtown Police and Fire Station 
complex , the long term vision of  “Utekin” street section was eliminated in late 2006 by 
City Council and the DDA. 
 
In 2012, the Downtown Development Authority expressed interest in exploring the 
realignment of one-way couplet that is I-70B a block to the south as shown below: 
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The overall purpose of this project is to facilitate the future expansion of downtown 
Grand Junction and its development as a dense, mixed-use district that can capture a 
significant portion of the projected growth in the Grand Valley over the next 50 years. In 
the past 30 years, community development initiatives have made great strides in 
revitalizing the traditional downtown core concentrated between Colorado and Grand 
Avenues. A primary path for expansion of the diversified mixed-use and walkable 
pattern of development that has taken root in the core is southward toward the railroad. 
The area south of the revitalizing commercial core is effectively segregated from the 
network of local streets, pedestrian mobility and mixed land uses by the presence of the 
I70-B couplet on Ute and Pitkin Avenues, and the attendant traffic that dominates those 
roads.  
 
The present alignment of I-70B along Ute and Pitkin Avenues produces three primary 
impacts that impede the desired growth of downtown. 

  
1. I-70B disrupts the network of local pedestrian-friendly streets and creates a 
significant barrier to intermodal mobility south of Colorado Avenue by virtue of 
the volume and travel speed of vehicles along the westbound Ute Avenue 
alignment.  

 
2. Land uses along the I-70B alignment evolved over time and are presently 
dominated by automobile oriented, low-utilization commercial services that abut 
historical residential and mixed commercial uses to the north. Traditionally, 
commercial service and light industrial functions occurred south of Pitkin close to 
the railroad line that define the southern edge of the core downtown. This 
concentration of low-utilization uses constitutes the base land resource for 
redevelopment for more dense mixed-use development, while the commercial 
service functions are readily relocated to the Pitkin and South Avenue corridor.  
 
3. While the utilization of a couplet alignment disperses traffic impacts on to two 
smaller streets rather than one wider two-way thoroughfare, the Ute & Pitkin 
alignments border the north and south edges of two of Grand Junction’s original 
four “cornerstone” parks – Whitman Park to the west and Emerson Park to the 
east. These historic parks embody a tremendous untapped resource around 
which to incentivize future development, and in an era of increasing demand for 
high quality public space in the urban core, they embody the ready solution to 
that demand. Shifting the couplet from Ute and Pitkin to Pitkin and South 
Avenues allows these valuable resources to be reconnected with the core 
downtown to the north. 

 
The March 2008 I-70B West Environmental Assessment prepared by CDOT determined 
that the existing couplet of one-way streets met the long-term transportation needs with 
improvements at the western end of the couplet where it joins First Street and around 
Whitman Park. East of the Whitman Park no significant modifications were projected. 
South Avenue offers an equivalent ROW width that can accommodate a three-lane one 
way street replacing in kind the ROW and sections that exist on both Ute and Pitkin 
Avenues. If South Avenue is developed to interstate standards, the proposed project 
can attain the same level of service and satisfy the projected transportation needs 
already identified in the 2008 EA, and serve to mitigate current negative impacts upon 



 

 

 

Ute Avenue which possesses a concentration of affordable housing and historic 
resources. 
 
Moving forward would require a new Environmental Assessment be completed for the 
corridor working closely with CDOT and FHWA. 
 
No schedule has been set to date. 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

  


