
 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes 

Regular Meeting – May 1, 2014 

 

Item 1: Meeting Called to Order by Dr. Scott McBrayer at 12:06 p.m. 

 

Meeting Location:   Stadium Hospitality Suite 

 

Roll Call 

Board Members Present:   Scott Coleman 

     Dr. Scott McBrayer 

     Bob Wiig 

     Gary Schroen 

     Kristy Emerson 

     Jim Doody (Ex-Officio) 

 

Board Members Absent:   David McIlnay 

     Marc Litzen 

 

Parks & Recreation Staff Present: Rob Schoeber, Director 

Tressa Fisher, Administrative Specialist 

Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent 

Mike Vendegna, Parks Superintendent 

 

 

Item 2: Approval of Minutes 

Scott Coleman moved to approve the March 6, 2014 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board minutes. Gary 

Schroen seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:      Yes 5      No 0  

 

A revision will be made to show Bob Wiig was present at the March 6, 2014 meeting.   

 

Item 3:  Park Hours 

Rob Schoeber discussed the potential need to review the park hours, stating the current resolution will 

classify Matchett Park as a “regional” park.  Reviewing the policy now could eliminate frustrations down 

the line while creating a more consistent policy city wide. The Board discussed the current policy (See 

attached), specifically related to the proximity of the surrounding neighborhoods, as well as the occasions 

when a park would need to be open longer than the posted hours (special events, etc.) The enforcement of 

the hours will largely be complaint driven, and the policy will have to be written to allow for exceptions for 

permitted events. Rob Schoeber asked the Board to review the existing policy and be prepared to discuss it 

further at a future meeting.  

 

Item 4: Whitman Park 

Rob Schoeber stated that, about six months ago, the City Manager created a vagrancy committee whose 

mission is to make small changes to help the community, including dealing with topics such as the pan 

handling ordinance and loitering. Whitman Park is one of the areas primarily being discussed and the 

committee is wide open for suggestions.  The Park’s current condition is very dire, and hopes are to pursue 

some drastic improvements, including infrastructure for trails, a fitness element throughout the park, new 
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restrooms, parking, pedestrian lighting, etc. Police and Fire Departments are very interested in an outdoor 

crossfit training/exercise course, which would require very minimal maintenance. Whitman Park is seen by 

many as an ideal park that has the potential to draw activity from Main Street. Rob Schoeber reported there 

have also been discussions regarding turning Whitman Park into more of a “festival” area with a stage that 

could host a variety of events including concerts, and the Farmer’s Market; however, there is major concern 

regarding the high volume of traffic on Ute and Pitkin Avenues.   

 

Item 5: Matchett Park Update 

Traci Wieland reported Colorado State Parks and Wildlife and the Audubon Society have been meeting 

with staff to discuss the eastern section of Matchett Park. Both groups recently toured the area and have 

expressed interest in partnering to tackle the tamarisk issue.  

 

The Indian Creek subdivision has approached the City to discuss a small piece of property located off of 

Navajo Way. The property is owned by the heirs of the developer and was originally supposed to be deeded 

over to the HOA. The heirs are now interested in deeding the property to the City, although, the HOA has 

not yet reached a consensus.  

 

City staff has been involved in several meetings regarding the irrigation rights, as the Matchett Park 

property is currently served by two different irrigation companies. Both companies have been very 

cooperative and supportive in the master plan efforts, expressing they want to see the property succeed.  

 

Traci Wieland and Ted Ciavonne conducted a Matchett Park open house at Senior Recreation Center today, 

although much of the discussion revolved around the SRC members’ desire for a community recreation 

center to be built at Matchett Park. They discussed moving forward with an organized effort in hopes of 

making a proposal to City Council for financial support.  

 

Meetings have also taken place with Grand Valley Rural Power to discuss the possibility of a solar and geo 

thermal farm on the property. They have reviewed the master plan and have expressed their excitement for 

a partnership. They have also expressed their interest in pursuing geo thermal or solar for the proposed 

recreation center.    

 

Traci Wieland discussed the numerous phases for developing Matchett Park, stating the project would have 

to be broken down into much smaller areas. An example of the proposed phases was distributed for review 

and comments/suggestions (See attached). Design Workshop is currently working on cost estimates, while 

Mike Vendegna is putting together the maintenance cost estimates. Once all of the information has been 

gathered, the package will be presented to City Council for approval.  

 

Item 6: Project Updates 

The Parks and Recreation Department is in “full swing” with maintenance and spring activities. Mike 

Vendegna reported quite a bit of plant material has to be replaced, as it was lost due to the cold winter. The 

track throwing area is almost complete, with the fencing scheduled for installation in the next couple of 

weeks. The Canyon View dog park is scheduled to receive some improvements in the near future, which 

will include a crushed granite soft trail around the perimeter and reseeding of a large section inside the 

fenced area.  Mike also reported the Riverfront Trail has already flooded and the new design is working 

great. The area is being monitored daily, bust so far all is looking good.   

 

Traci Wieland reported the new tennis and pickleball complex originally opened last fall. The USTA grant 

recently came through, allowing staff to finally finish the project. A small celebration is scheduled for 
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Thursday, May 22, 2014 at 6:15 p.m., which will include pickleball and QuickStart tennis demonstrations. 

The Board members were encouraged to attend the overdue celebration.  

 

Staff reported on the bi-annual user group meeting that includes representatives of the major athletic users 

at Canyon View and Long Family Memorial Parks. The meetings consist of at least 12 user groups, who 

are all expressing concern that there is no longer enough space to accommodate all of their needs. Traci 

Wieland reported both regional parks are completely maxed and said the athletic organizations have been 

presented with the option to change their schedules to include week nights.    

 

Item 7: For the Good of the Community  

No items were discussed.  

   

Item 8:  Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tressa Fisher 

Administrative Specialist 
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