
LIQUOR AND BEER MEETING 
LOCAL LICENSING AUTHORITY 

CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 
MUNICIPAL HEARING ROOM, CITY HALL, 250 NORTH 5TH STREET 

 
M I N U T E S 

FRIDAY, JUNE 6, 2014, 2:00 P.M.  

 
 

ALTERNATE HEARING OFFICER SAM STARRITT 

   
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 2:04 p.m.  Those present were Alternate Hearing 

Officer Sam Starritt, Assistant City Attorney Shelly Dackonish, and Deputy City Clerk 
Juanita Peterson. 

 
II. APPLICATION FOR AN CHANGE OF LOCATION 
 

1. The Palette, 205 Colorado Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501, Beer and Wine 
 
 Moving to 441 Main Street, Grand Junction, CO 81501 
 
Clare Meil, Owner, was present.  Hearing Officer Starritt asked Ms. Peterson about the 
paperwork and if it was in order.  Ms. Peterson said it was and the applicant was also 
required to conduct a survey for the needs and desires of the neighborhood.  Ms. 
Peterson read the results of the survey into the record (see attached).  All the other 
reports are fine.  Hearing Officer Starritt asked Ms. Meil to describe what her business 
is.  She explained that people come and paint for a 2 hour period of time and having 
adult beverages available adds to the fun of her establishment.  They also have non 
alcoholic beverages available and the snacks are non-perishable, similar to what one 
would get on a plane, so they always have food on hand.  Ms. Meil had one of the 
snack packages to show the Authority.  Hearing Officer Starritt asked Ms. Meil who 
conducted the survey.  She said it was her roommate and herself; and several 
remembered her from doing the original survey when she opened up.   
 
Staff Attorney Dackonish asked Ms. Meil why the low number of residence.  Ms. Meil 
said they just went out one time and missed a lot of people who were not at home.  
Staff Attorney Dackonish asked if there would be a final certificate of occupancy.  Ms. 
Meil said there was no new construction, just painting and decorating.   
 
Hearing Officer Starritt asked if there was anyone for or against this application; seeing 
none, he found there is nothing that would be injurious to the public welfare because of 
the nature of the business and approved the change of location for The Palette to 441 
Main Street. 

 
III. REVIEW AND AUTHORIZE STIPULATION, AGREEMENT, AND ORDER 
 

1. VEGA’S Momma, LLC dba !sabrosa! restaurante, 122 & 124 S. 5th Street, 
Grand Junction, CO 81501, Tavern 
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Pursuant to Regulation 47-910 of the State of Colorado Liquor and Beer Code 
of Regulations, it is unlawful for any employee or agent of such licensee to 
permit the consumption of any alcohol beverages on the licensed premises at 
any time during such hours as the sale of such beverages is prohibited by law.  
Section 12-47-901(5)(IV)(b)(1) prohibits the sale, service, or distribution of any 
malt, vinous, or spirituous liquors for the consumption on the premises on any 
day of the week between the hours of 2 a.m. and 7 a.m. 
 
I) It is alleged that on August 24, 2013, the Licensee, by and through its 

local manager/owner Karima L. Boukhalfa, permitted the consumption of 
a bottle of beer by staff members on the premises at 2:35 a.m.   

 
II) It is alleged that on October 31, 2013, the Licensee, by and through its 

local manager/owner Karima L. Boukhalfa, permitted the consumption of 
a bottle of beer (included but not limited to Newcastle Brown) by staff 
members on the premises at 2:20 a.m. 

 
 Ms. DeLayne Merritt, Staff Attorney for the City of Grand Junction, was present to 

update the Authority from the status hearing of May 7th.  The licensee agrees to a 
fourteen (14) day suspension of its license as a penalty for its violation of the Colorado 
Liquor Code.  The license is to be actively suspended for four days from 12:01 a.m. on 
the 4th day of July, 2014 until 11:59 p.m. on the 7th day of July, 2014.  During any 
period of active suspension the licensee shall post its premises in compliance with 
Regulation 47-600 (f), 1 C.C.R. 203-2.  Ten days of the suspension to be held in 
abeyance for a period of one year from the date of the approval of the agreement by 
the Local Licensing Authority, pending no further violations of the Colorado Liquor 
Code or any applicable local ordinance or regulation during that period.  The licensee 
and the City agree that the Licensee is allowed to pay a fine in lieu of active 
suspension in accordance with 12-47-601(3) C.R.S.  Ms. Merritt said since the 
violations, the Licensee has mitigated the conduct of the licensed premises.  The 
Licensee has revamped the bartender/manager checklist for opening/closing and 
operating the business.  This includes walking through inside and outside of the 
establishment to check for customers and containers.  All staff will be required to 
retake the City of Grand Junction Server Responsibility Class offered on June 12, 
2014.  There were other mitigating aspects of the business included in the stipulation.  
The owner is present on the licensed premises every day at varying times except for 
Wednesday; a manager oversees all staff and is present everyday except Thurdays, 
on Thursday’s, the owner is present and acting as manager; two bartenders have 
been employed with the business for the majority of the establishment’s operation 
which creates a consistency of work and accountability; all staff is required to complete 
within a month of hire the City of Grand Junction Server Responsibility Class and if 
one is not available in that time period, the first one available will be taken; all staff 
once hired completed 5 shifts of training where they shadow or work with another 
experienced staff member; on-going in-house training is completed regarding all 
primary functions of the business; monthly staff meetings provide insight and training 
to staff; on-going in-house training is completed regarding all primary functions of the 
business; monthly staff meetings to update staff of new events and items that need 
attention; private Facebook page for staff only which allows them to communicate with 
each other; and the owner/manager/bar staff attends quarterly meetings with other 
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downtown establishment representatives to discuss security, safety, upcoming events, 
and other items of interest. 

 
 It was agreed to pay a fine equivalent to 20% of the Licensee’s estimated gross 

revenue from the sale of alcohol beverages during a period of three days.  That was 
determined to be $758.30.  Payment of the fine pursuant to the provisions of this 
agreement shall be in the form of two payments and the first being due on or before 
May 30th and the second due on or before June 30th.  If the Licensee fails to make 
timely payment or otherwise fails to comply with the terms hereof, the four day 
suspension shall be served and the fine shall be paid. 

 
 The Hearing Officer entered the Stipulation, Agreement, and Order into the record and 

asked Deputy City Clerk Peterson to submit the Certificate of Mailing. 
 
IV. APPLICATION FOR A MODIFICATION OF PREMISES 
 

1. VEGA’S Momma, LLC dba !sabrosa! restaurante, 122 & 124 S. 5th Street, 
Grand Junction, CO 81501, Tavern 

 
  Application to add an additional bar and to add an outdoor patio to the licensed 

 premises. 
 

Karima Boukhalfa, owner, was present.  Ms. Peterson reported the paperwork is in 
order but there are issues with the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and it goes before 
the Planning Commission on June 24, 2014.  Ms. Boukhalfa explained the granted 
easement by the original owner of these lots (29-32) in 1890 and how it is currently 
used by the current property owners.  Ms. Boukhalfa addressed the issues in the letter 
submitted to the Planning Department from Ms. Shari Raso regarding access.  There 
is a drainage problem that the gutter and downspout system for the roof of 122-124 S. 
5th Street is oriented so that all the water ends up in the right-of-way near Ms. Raso’s 
property and in her basement.  Ms. Boukhalfa had pictures that this has been changed 
and showed them to the Hearing Officer and Staff Attorney.  Second, Ms. Raso is 
concerned with the approval of the CUP as it would result in the right-of-way being 
blocked which would be an inconvenience to her lessees.  This is the access they use 
to haul their garbage cans to the alley for City pick-up.  Ms. Boukhalfa said this all is 
associated to the outdoor patio area she is asking for approval on.  Pending approval, 
there are several items to meet before the CUP would be approved.  She is also 
asking for modification of the inside of her property and if the CUP would not be 
approved, she still will go forward with the inside.  Ms. Boukhalfa has spoken with the 
property owner who she leases from who has signed an agreement to the property, 
not just her as a tenant for access.   
 
Staff Attorney Dackonish asked Ms. Boukhalfa what type of fence she would secure 
the area with.  She responded that it would be a normal 6’ wood privacy fence, she 
would have security cameras and staff present at all times.  On the gates will be panic 
hardware to exit the fenced area.  She will comply with the requirements of the 
Building and Fire Departments requests.   
 
Ms. Peterson reported that a phone call message was left in the Planning Department 
from Dale Park who owns the Shoeman (449 Colorado Avenue) who did not want the 
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Liquor License to be issued.  Ms. Peterson tried to return his call and explain to Mr. 
Park was that the establishment had a liquor license and what they were requesting be 
approved, but no one called her back. 
 
Ms. Peterson said the applicant conducted a survey of the needs and desires of the 
neighborhood and she read the results of the survey into the record (see attached).  
Staff Attorney Dackonish asked Ms. Boukhalfa who conducted the survey.  Ms. 
Boukhalfa said she did along with Devin Dean, one of her managers.   
 
Ms. Peterson also addressed the reports from the other departments.  The Police 
Department regarding the calls for the past year had been given to the Hearing Officer 
and Staff Attorney Dackonish.  Staff Attorney Dackonish asked about the police report 
and said most of the incidents look like normal for this type of establishment.  Mr. 
Dean who is the bar manager said most of these calls are instigated by the 
establishment.  The DUI’s are a concern to Staff Attorney Dackonish.  Meghan 
Woodland with the Grand Junction Police Department said these were also a concern 
with the Police Department; she offered her service and cooperation to the 
establishment.  Ms. Boukhalfa said that the changes she is implementing into training 
her staff, she hoped this would alleviate some of these issues.  She believes these 
calls and the numbers are typical of the downtown bars.   
 
Hearing Officer Starritt asked Ms. Boukhalfa to explain the modification and what she 
is doing to the inside of the establishment.  Ms. Boukhalfa said right now she is only 
using about half of her licensed area due to where the bar is located.  Ms. Boukhalfa 
used the diagrams submitted to explain to both Hearing Officer Starritt and Staff 
Attorney Dackonish.  Hearing Officer Starritt submitted Exhibits A, B, and C into the 
record for reference.  Exhibit A shows the existing area now; Exhibit B is the proposed 
area with both sections shown as one and the new bar area; and Exhibit C is proposed 
patio area. 
 
Hearing Officer Starritt said he would approve these as two separate items.  He 
approved the modification of the existing location for the interior of the establishment.  
He then approved the outdoor patio area conditioned of the granting of the CUP.  Staff 
Attorney Dackonish asked that the agreement from the owners of the building be 
submitted with the CUP paperwork and the application for modification as it will stay 
with the property.  Ms. Boukhalfa agreed.   
 
Hearing Officer Starritt noted there was no one present who objected to this 
modification and approved it.  The application for the Modification of Premises for 
VEGA’S Momma, LLC dba !sabrosa! restaurante located at 122 and 124 S. 5th Street 
was approved for the inside and approved the patio area conditioned on the CUP 
being granted. 

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 None. 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT -  2:59 p.m. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING – June 18, 2014 



 

 

 
MEMO:  Local Licensing Authority 
 
FROM:   Juanita Peterson, Deputy City Clerk 
 
DATE:   May 30, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Application for a transfer of location for a beer and wine liquor license by 

The Palette dba The Palette, 441 Main Street, Grand Junction, CO  
 
The Palette filed an application with the Local Licensing Authority on May 6, 2014 for a transfer 
of location for a beer and wine liquor license permitting sales of malt and vinous liquors and 
fermented malt beverages by the drink for consumption on the premises at 441 Main Street 
under the trade name of The Palette.  The application and supplementary documents were 
reviewed, found to be in order and accepted.  The hearing date was set for June 6, 2014.  The 
Notice of Hearing was given by posting a sign on the property on or before May 25, 2014 and by 
publishing a display ad in the Daily Sentinel on May 28, 2014. 
 
In order to address the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood and the desires of the 
adult inhabitants of the neighborhood, the applicant conducted a survey.  The neighborhood 
was defined as the area bounded on the North by Gunnison Avenue, D Road on the South, 10th 
Street on the East and 1st Street on the West and includes both sides of the streets as the outer 
boundaries.  The results of that survey are as follows: 
 
Check the yes/no column if you support/oppose this type of license being issued because the 
existing outlets do/do not adequately serve the reasonable requirements of the designated area. 
 
Business Results:     FAVOR: 80  
       OPPOSE:   2  
        
Residential Results:     FAVOR:   8 
       OPPOSE:   0 
       
No letters of opposition or counterpetitions have been filed to date. 
 
There were 4 responses that were disqualified because one was out of the survey area and the 
other three had no response..



 

 

There were no "exhibit to survey petition" sheets provided by the circulators. 
 
The Grand Junction Police Department has investigated the owner for local criminal history.  
The Police Department will be inspecting the property to ensure the Notice of Hearing has been 
posted in a timely manner and verifying that the diagram matches the establishment.  Reports 
have been requested from the Grand Junction Fire Department, Mesa County Health 
Department, and City of Grand Junction Sales Tax Department.  
 
The number of similar-type outlets in the survey area is as follows: 
 

Beer and Wine – 2 – Café Sol and Pablo’s Pizza  
 
That concludes this report. 
 
cc: Applicant 
 John Shaver, City Attorney 
 Meghan Woodland, Grand Junction Police Department 
 File 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
MEMO:  Local Licensing Authority 
 
FROM:   Juanita Peterson, Deputy City Clerk 
 
DATE:   June 2, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Application for a modification for a tavern liquor license by VEGAS 

MOMMA LLC dba !Sabrosa Restaurante!, 122 and 124 S. 4th Street, 
Grand Junction, CO to add an additional bar in the ballroom and a fenced 
smoking area behind the property 

 
!Sabrosa Restaurante! filed an application with the Local Licensing Authority on May 8, 2014 for 
a modification of premises for a tavern liquor license permitting sales of malt, vinous, and 
spirituous liquors by the drink for consumption on the premises at 122 and 124 S. 4th Street 
under the trade name of !Sabrosa Restaurante!.  The application and supplementary documents 
were reviewed, found to be in order and accepted.  The hearing date was set for June 6, 2014.   
 
In order to address the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood and the desires of the 
adult inhabitants of the neighborhood, the applicant conducted a survey.  The neighborhood 
was defined as the area bounded on the North by Gunnison Avenue, D Road on the South, 10th 
Street on the East and 1st Street on the West and includes both sides of the streets as the outer 
boundaries.  The results of that survey are as follows: 
 
Check the yes/no column if you support/oppose this type of license being issued because the 
existing outlets do/do not adequately serve the reasonable requirements of the designated area. 
 
Business Results:     FAVOR: 61  
       OPPOSE:   0  
        
Residential Results:     FAVOR:  50 
       OPPOSE:   0 
       
One letter from Raso Properties was submitted on June 2, 2014 with concern over using the 
right of way being blocked or significantly impaired, which would hugely inconvenience her 
lessees and would consequently devalue her properties.  She is asking the any approval of the 
CUP in its ultimate form would require the reorientation of the gutter and downspout on 122 and 
124 S. Fifth so that it would drain into the alley instead of her basement (see attached letter). 
Planning and Fire Departments are reviewing this.  No letters of counterpetitions have been filed 
to date. 
 
There were 14 responses that were disqualified because one was out of the survey area and 
the other two had no address.



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
There were no "exhibit to survey petition" sheets provided by the circulators. 
 
The Grand Junction Police Department has investigated the owner for local criminal history.  
The Police Department will be inspecting the property to ensure the Notice of Hearing has been 
posted in a timely manner and verifying that the diagram matches the establishment.  Reports 
have been requested from the Grand Junction Fire Department, Mesa County Health 
Department, and City of Grand Junction Sales Tax Department.  
 
The number of similar-type outlets in the survey area is as follows: 
 

Tavern – 3 – Boomers, Quincy Bar and Grill, and Barons 
 
That concludes this report. 
 
cc: Applicant 
 John Shaver, City Attorney 
 Meghan Woodland, Grand Junction Police Department 
 File



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


