Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes
Regular Meeting — September 4, 2014

Item 1: Meeting Called to Order by Dr. Scott McBrayer at 12:01 p.m.
Meeting Location: Lincoln Park Hospitality Suite

Roll Call

Board Members Present: Scott Coleman
Dr. Scott McBrayer
Bob Wiig
Gary Schroen
Marc Litzen
Kristy Emerson
Kyle Emert

Board Members Absent: Jim Doody (Ex-Officio)

Parks & Recreation Staff Present:  Rob Schoeber, Director
Tressa Fisher, Administrative Specialist
Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent
Mike Vendegna, Parks Superintendent
Emily Krause, Recreation Supervisor

Guest: David Mcllnay
Gail Yerbic, Mesa County Library
Shana Wade, Mesa County Library

Item 2: Approval of Minutes
Gary Schroen moved to approve the June 5, 2014 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board minutes. Bob Wiig
seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.

Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:  Yes6 NoO

Item 3: Welcome New PRAB Member Kyle Emert
The Board members introduced themselves and welcomed Kyle Emert as the newest member of the Parks
and Recreation Advisory Board. Welcome Kyle!

Item 4: Outstanding Parks Partner Award — Mesa County Library

Emily Krause discussed the partnership between the Parks and Recreation Department and the Mesa
County Library, which has resulted in many high quality activities and programs, ranging from puppet
shows to the STARS program. The extremely successful partnership has brought hundreds of children to
the library every year and continues to thrive. Emily stated the library consistently goes above and beyond
with regards to recreation programs and continues to provide great ideas for programs when the kids are out
of school. Emily Krause, on behalf of the City of Grand Junction, presented the Mesa County Library with
the fall 2014 Outstanding Parks Partner Award. Gail Yerbic accepted the award, stating it is a privilege to



work with Parks and Recreation and that, together, they will continue to come up with unlimited ideas on
how to keep the kids busy and educated. Thank you Mesa County Library!

Item 5: Matchett Park Master Plan

Rob Schoeber and Traci Wieland provided an update on the Matchett Park Master Plan, which, per the
Board’s consent, will be presented to City Council for approval on Wednesday, September 17, 2014. (See
attached)

Scott Coleman moved to submit the Matchett Park Master Plan to City Council for final approval. Bob
Wiig seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.

Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:  Yes 7 No0

Item 6: Parks Department Update

Mike Vendegna reported on the large areas of dead turf at Sherwood Park, stating it appears to have been
the “perfect storm” with regards to turf management. Cloudy weather combined with monsoon moistures,
in conjunction with high heat and spraying for broadleaf weeds must have been the cause for the large
amount of turf that literally died within three days’ time. Staff is in the process of determining exactly
what occurred, including conducting soil analysis and tissue tests. Once the final cause is determined, staff
will move forward with reseeding the area as quickly as possible.

Mike Vendegna reported on an upcoming, very aggressive, project scheduled during an overnight 12 hour
shift scheduled for Friday, September 26, 2014, in which Parks crews will be replacing all of the North
Avenue center medians from 1% to 12" Streets. The project will consist of completely tearing out the
existing materials (road debris, rock, concrete, etc.) and completely replacing the materials, resulting in a
similar look to the center medians on 12" street. Crushed granite will be laid in all the islands and some
will include new trees. At the same time crews will be cleaning and painting all of the light poles. The
project will utilize approximately 50 employees and various equipment from other departments and/or
organizations (cement trucks to put down the granite material, lighting equipment from the Fire
Department, etc.) The two inside lanes will be closed all night, with the project scheduled to run from 7:00
a.m. — 7:00 p.m. The City has determined it will be safer and much more cost effective to complete the
project at night.

Item 7: Project Updates

Traci Wieland reported the City continues to move forward with Phase I development of Las Colonias Park
and is currently working to ensure the plans are conducive for the newly developed Colorado Discover
Ability (CDA) plans, therefore, the project may not go out to bid until after the 1* of the year. At this time,
the Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) for the amphitheater landscape architect is on the street. Interviews
will be conducted later this month.

Rob Schoeber reported on a recently developed vagrancy committee who is working on community
improvements to Whitman Park. The group has asked for the City to evaluate the existing uses of the park,
suggesting that alternative options be reviewed, including, but not limited to, changing the amenities,
leasing out the property, fencing, and possibly even selling the park, which would have to be approved by a
public vote. At this time, the committee is completely unsure of what to do and has decided to put together
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a small steering committee. Scott McBrayer volunteered to join the committee, serving as a liaison for the
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.

Item 8: For the Good of the Community
Scott Coleman reported there are no picnic tables at the Westlake Park shelter. Mike Vendegna stated he
would have staff look into it as quickly as possible.

Scott Coleman also expressed concern regarding the condition of some of the park flags and also suggested
hanging flags in the stadium mezzanine area under the bleachers.

Rob Schoeber reported the Whitewater River Park is moving ahead, and recently discovered a very likely
funding source in the Colorado Water Conservation Core, as Grand Junction is one of the last uses of the
river water before it leaves Colorado and goes into Utah. The challenge the project faces now is obtaining
acceptance from Colorado State Parks, as to whether or not they want to take on the project. The board
members discussed the exciting project and expressed how the majority of surrounding communities are
already utilizing the river as a major amenity to their areas, hoping Grand Junction can catch up soon.

The board extended a big “kudos” to the stadium crew for the outstanding condition of the baseball field all
season long. The field has seen over 150 games this year and still looks incredible. Great work stadium
crew!

Marc Litzen expressed interest in learning about a potential Recreation District. Rob Schoeber replied that

it might be a good idea to invite an expert to come review the pros and cons at a future board meeting.

Item 9: Farewell to Outgoing PRAB Member David Mcllnay
The Board thanked David Mcllnay for his years of service on the board, stating his dedication, witty input,
and strong sense of community will be dearly missed. Good luck Dave!

Item 10: Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Tressa Fisher
Administrative Specialist
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