
 

Parks Improvement Advisory Board 

Regular Meeting – October 14, 2014 
 

 

Item 1: Meeting Called to Order by Bruce Hill at 12:10 p.m. 

 

Location:    Lincoln Park Tower – Hospitality Suite 

 

 Roll Call 

Board Members Present:  Bruce Hill 

Lena Elliott 

     Sam Susuras 

  

Board Members Absent:  John Justman 

     Greg Mikolai 

  

Alternate Members Present:   Walt Bergman 

     Paul Cain 

     Frank Whidden 

      Tom Spicer 

Barbara Traylor Smith 

 

 Parks & Recreation Staff Present: Rob Schoeber, Director 

Tressa Fisher, Administrative Specialist 

 

City Staff Present:   Jay Valentine, Financial Operations 

 

 

 

Item 2: Approve Minutes 

Sam Susuras moved to approve the July 1, 2014 Parks Improvement Advisory Board minutes. 

Paul Cain seconded. Motion was approved unanimously. 

  

Motion adopted by the Parks Improvement Advisory Board:  Yes 5     No 0 

 

Item 3: Financial Report 

Jay Valentine reviewed the financial report (See attached), stating approximately $5,000 of the 

remaining balance is restricted to the Crawford project. Rob Schoeber stated there will be some 

additional revenue allocated to PIAB from the Grand Junction Rockies contract (1% of alcohol 

sales).   

 

Item 4:  Funding Request – School District 51 

Paul Cain discussed the needs for improvements to the GJHS throwing area located off of Hall 

Avenue (discuss and hammer throw area), as the company who originally did the installation did 

not put proper drainage in the rings. The area is now unusable, as it remains wet after watering the 

grass simply because it does not drain. School District 51 is requesting a contribution to fix the 

rings and add a throwing cage in order to make the area usable again for the high school’s 

marching band and track team (See attached request). 
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Sam Susuras moved to approve allocating the “actual cost” of the GJHS throwing area 

improvements project up to $10,000. Lena Elliott seconded. Motion was approved unanimously. 

  

Motion adopted by the Parks Improvement Advisory Board:  Yes 5     No 0 

 

Item 5:  Articles of Incorporation 

Discussion ensued regarding the proposed changes to the existing Parks Improvement Advisory 

Board Articles of Incorporation, which would make the focus broader than just “recreational” 

purposes (See attached draft). The changes would provide the Board the ability to contribute funds 

to projects outside of its membership, should the Board decide to do so. Lena Elliott expressed 

concern regarding the potential of the Board losing their main focus.    

 

Sam Susuras moved to amend the existing Articles of Incorporation per the attachment. Lena 

Elliott seconded. Copies of the revised Articles of Incorporation will be mailed to each board 

member once the changes have been finalized.  

  

Motion adopted by the Parks Improvement Advisory Board:  Yes 5     No 0 

 

Item 6:  Approval of 2015 Meeting Calendar 

The Board members reviewed the 2015 meeting calendar and agreed to the meeting dates.  

 

Item 7:  Project Updates 

Rob Schoeber reported the Matchett Park master plan was recently adopted by City Council.   Mr. 

Schoeber also discussed a potential obstacle for the City with regards to developing Las Colonias 

Park, stating the US Fish and Wildlife has recently identified the river front corridor between 

Palisade and Fruita as critical habitat for the yellow billed cuckoo. At this time, the City is unsure 

of the impact this will have on the park’s development. The City Attorney is researching the issue 

further.  

 

Frank Whidden reported the County’s BMX project is moving forward as planned, with 

construction scheduled to begin in 2015. The goal is to complete the project in time for the 

Olympic trials taking place in June and July 2015.   

 

Item 8:  Adjourn  

The meeting was adjourned at 12:41 p.m. by acclamation.   

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Tressa Fisher, Administrative Specialist 
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