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LIQUOR AND BEER MEETING 
LOCAL LICENSING AUTHORITY 

CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 
MUNICIPAL HEARING ROOM, CITY HALL, 250 NORTH 5TH STREET 

 
M I N U T E S 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2014, 2:00 P.M.  

 
 

HEARING OFFICER MICHAEL GRATTAN 

   
 
I. CALL TO ORDER  
 

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m.  Those present were Hearing Officer 
Michael Grattan, City Attorney John Shaver, and Deputy City Clerk Juanita Peterson. 

 
II. APPLICATIONS TO RENEW ART GALLERY PERMIT 
 

1. The Raw Canvas, LLC dba The Raw Canvas, 507 Main Street, Grand Junction 
CO 81501, Art Gallery Permit 

 
There was no one present representing the applicant. 

 
 Ms. Peterson reported the paperwork is in order and the only report checked is 

sales tax and it is in compliance. 
 
 Hearing Officer Grattan approved the renewal of the Art Gallery Permit for The 

Raw Canvas, LLC dba The Raw Canvas. 
 

III. APPLICATION FOR A TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP 
 

1. Red Lobster Restaurants LLC dba Red Lobster #0685, 575 24 ½ Road, Grand 
Junction, CO 81505, transferring from GMRI, Inc., dba Red Lobster #685, Hotel 
and Restaurant – Master File in Denver 

 
Change in Corporate Structure removal of two officers from the LLC and a new 
Master File letter from the State 

 
Mr. Brian Proffitt, Partner, with Foster, Graham, Milstein & Calisher, LLP 
(FGMC) counsel #3101, was present along with Ms. Robin Klauer, general 
manager for Red Lobster #0685. 
 
Ms. Peterson reported that the paperwork is in order and they have been issued 
a temporary permit.  All the reports are in compliance, the notice was posted on 
the premise, and the premise matches the diagram submitted.  Since this was 
submitted, the applicant has a change in corporate structure.  The change has 
been made to the Master File in Denver. 
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Mr. Proffitt explained that Darden Restaurants has sold the Red Lobsters but 
the local staff will be the same.  At the time of the closing, two of the officers 
resigned which has brought the change in corporate structure forward.  There is 
a new master file letter from the State. 
 
Hearing Officer Grattan approved the transfer of ownership from GMRI Inc. to 
Red Lobster Restaurants LLC and the change in corporate structure for Red 
Lobster Restaurant LLC. 
 

IV. APPLICATIONS FOR A SPECIAL EVENTS PERMIT 
 
 Hearing Officer Grattan announced that he was changing the order of the applications 

for Special Events permits to hear the Elks’ application first. 
 

1. Grand Junction Elks Home Association dba BPO Elks #575, PO Box 1987, 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 for “Oktoberfest 2014”, on October 4, 2014 from 
11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. located a ½ block north of Main Street on 4th Avenue, 
Grand Junction, CO 81501, Malt and Vinous 
 
Sec. and Event Manager:  Edward W. Crilly, 511 Crawford Ln., Palisade CO 
81526 
 
Mr. Ed Crilly, secretary and event manager, was present. 
 
Ms. Peterson reported the paperwork is in order, all the reports are in 
compliance, and the notice was posted.   
 
Hearing Officer Grattan said Ms. Peterson forward him a report from last year 
but was not tied to Oktoberfest but to the Snowflake Lounge which is no longer 
in business. 
 
City Attorney Shaver handed Mr. Crilly sheets marked with an “A” in the right 
hand corner.  City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. Crilly if he was familiar with this 
document.  Mr. Crilly said he was as he completed these.  City Attorney Shaver 
asked Mr. Crilly whose signature was on the second page of Exhibit A.  He said 
it was his.  City Attorney Shaver said on page 1, the spelling of Oktoberfest has 
been crossed out and re-written and asked if he had done this.  Mr. Crilly said 
he did not.  Ms. Peterson said she corrected this to be spelled as it has been in 
all the years past.  City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. Crilly how many years the 
Elks has been hosting Oktoberfest.  Mr. Crilly said 33 years and he has been 
associated with the Elks the entire time. 
 
Mr. Crilly presented City Attorney Shaver a document given to the Elks from the 
insurance provider for responsible beverage service.  Mr. Crilly said he has 
given this out as a refresher to the members who will be working this event.   
 
City Attorney Shaver presented Mr. Crilly with a document marked with a B in 
the upper corner and asked him to describe this document.  Mr. Crilly said it is 
the diagram presented with the application.  The red lined area indicated the 
beer garden area.  Mr. Crilly said the security hired (Lone Star) will provide 2 
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persons, one to check ID’s and one as a rover within the perimeter.  This will be 
the first time they have had two entrances, and it is off Main Street, and they will 
be checking ID’s at both locations at all times.  Mr. Crilly said one must 
purchase tokens from the cashier to purchase the beer.  All areas will be 
constantly staffed with Elks members.  Mr. Crilly said they will have everything 
removed by 10:00 p.m. 
 
There was no one present in opposition of the application. 
 

 Hearing Officer Grattan admitted Exhibits A, B, and C (the responsible 
beverage service document) into the record (attached) and found that pursuant 
to Colorado State Statutes 12-48-106, there are no grounds to deny the special 
events permit, it would not be injurious to the public welfare because of the 
nature of the special event (it is an annual event held each year with no 
problems in the past), its location within the community, or the failure of the 
applicant in a past special event to conduct the event in compliance with 
applicable law.  He found that the application for a special events permit 
submitted by Grand Junction Elks Home Association was in order and approved 
it. 
 

2. Grand Junction Lodge No. 270 dba Loyal Order of Moose, 567 25 ½ Road, 
Grand Junction, CO 81505 for “Cattails and Cocktails Gala”, on October 11, 
2014 from 5:30 p.m. to11:50 p.m. at 567 25 ½ Road, Grand Junction CO 
81505, Malt, Vinous, and Spirituous  

 
Sec./Administrator:  George Fuoco, 612 Grand Valley Drive, Grand Junction 
CO 81504 
 
Mr. George Fuoco, officer, was present. 

 
 Ms. Peterson reported the paperwork is in order, all the reports are in 

compliance, and the notice was posted.  Ms. Peterson reported that at the last 
special event permit for the Moose Lodge which was a Quinceañera on August 
16, 2014.  There was an incident where the police were called.  Ms. Meghan 
Woodland, Grand Junction Police Department, forwarded that report to the City 
Clerk’s office and Ms. Peterson forwarded it to the Hearing Officer and City 
Attorney.  Hearing Officer Grattan said after review, the memorandum has 
caused him concern if it is true. 

 
 City Attorney Shaver presented Mr. Fuoco with a document with an A in the 

upper corner and asked him if he has personal knowledge of this document.  
Mr. Fuoco said yes, that he completed it.  The only item wrong is the City sales 
tax number on the document.  City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. Fuoco to 
describe the event.  Mr. Fuoco said this is the first time the Lodge will be 
hosting the cat rescue event for Cat’s League and Assistance of the Western 
Slope (CLAWS).  CLAWS is the largest cat-only shelter between Denver and 
Salt Lake City; it is for homeless cats until they find them a home.  City Attorney 
Shaver asked Mr. Fuoco how many they anticipate at this event.  Mr. Fuoco 
responded that he guessed 200.  Currently they have only sold about 40 tickets. 
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 City Attorney Shaver said he would like to talk about the report presented by 
Officer Naik on the event of August 16, 2014.  Mr. Fuoco presented a contact 
that he signed with T.F.S. Security which said they would have 3 security 
people there.  At the event, he only had two and his 14 year old son.  Mr. Fuoco 
said this company would not be doing security for the Moose Lodge in the 
future.  Mr. Fuoco said he spoke with the couple who rented the hall and they 
said they did not know some of the folks.  He estimated there were about 200 
persons inside and 200 outside in the parking lot.  City Attorney Shaver said 
from the report he is concerned about the subjects visibly stumbling as they 
were walking to their vehicles and where Officer Naik noticed several who 
appeared to be visibly intoxicated and appeared under 21 years of age. 

 
 City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. Fuoco about question 6 on the questionnaire 

that indicated T.F.S. would be the security at the CLAWS event.  Mr. Fuoco 
said that he has not secured a new company but could by the end of the week. 

 
 City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. Fuoco to look at the document marked with a B 

in the upper right corner and describe this area.  Mr. Fuoco said this is the 
Lodge and the event will take place in the red outlined area.  Mr. Fuoco said 
they are required to have an area available to Lodge members at all times 
which is indicated by an SQ (Social Quarters) on the diagram which will not be 
included in this special event permit. 

 
 There was no one present in opposition to the application. 
 

 Hearing Officer Grattan admitted Exhibits A, B, and C (the Police Report) into 
the record (attached) and found that pursuant to Colorado State Statutes 12-48-
106, the special events permit would not be injurious to the public welfare 
because of the nature of the special event (fundraiser for cat rescue), its 
location within the community is appropriate, however the failure of the 
applicant in a past special event to conduct the event in compliance with 
applicable law causes some concern based on the last event.  He believes Mr. 
Fuoco when he says he will have a new security company lined out by Friday, 
October 3, 2014 at 5:00.  He asked that this be turned into the City Clerk’s 
office and he will approve the application for a special events permit submitted 
by Loyal Order of Moose conditionally until this is completed since there isn’t 
another meeting before this event. 
 

 
V. REVIEW AND AUTHORIZE STIPULATION, AGREEMENT AND ORDER 
 

1. JJ’s Cruisers, LLC dba Cruisers, 715 Horizon Drive, Suite 100, Grand Junction, 
CO 81506, Tavern – Also 60 day Review  

 
 Mr. James Hadrath and Mr. Jon U-Ren, owners of Cruisers were present. 
 
 Ms. Peterson gave City Attorney Shaver and Hearing Officer Grattan a report 

from Meghan Woodland right before the meeting for the 60 day review.  
Hearing Officer Grattan said he read it and reviewed it and will accept it into the 
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record as Exhibit A (see attached).  This is how he would like to see all the 
reviews from now on, there were only 3 items on the report. 

 
 Jamie Beard, Assistant City Attorney, said all parties are in agreement with the 

Stipulation, Agreement, and Order, and they met on July 18, and August 8, 
2014.  Mr. Hadrath and Mr. U-Ren, the Licensees, are not contesting the 
violations.  The Licensee and the City agree that the Licensee is allowed to pay 
a fine in lieu of active suspension in accordance with 12-47-601(3) C.R.S.  A 
check has been submitted to the City Clerk’s office in the amount of $1,146.82. 

 
The City and the Licensee agree as follows: 
 
1) On or about October 4, 2013, the Licensee did not notify the Grand Junction 

Police Department of disorderly conduct that took place on the premises.  
Brian Medina made an offer to gamble inside the premises to other patrons 
of the establishment and/or used abusive language with other patrons in the 
establishment.  The bar manager Jude Morkus removed Brian Medina from 
the inside of the bar.  A fight occurred just outside the bar between Brian 
Medina and Chad Morris with both men wrestling on the ground.  The fight 
was observed by Jude Morkus and another employee of Cruisers, Elizabeth 
Smallwood.  The licensee violated §5.12.250 GJMC. 

 
2) On or about March 2, 2014, the Licensee through its employee(s) did serve 

alcoholic beverages to Jon U-Ren (owner) while on the premises and he 
was visibly intoxicated while on the premises.  The incident of giving alcohol 
to a person who is visibly intoxicated is a violation of §12-47-901 (1) (a), 
C.R.S. 

 
The Licensee has mitigated the conduct of the licensed premises to include that 
all employees are required to do the Alcohol Server Responsibility Training, 
staff has been advised they may deny service to anyone, training will occur on a 
regular basis, and a log is kept by employees regarding any incidents and 
reviewed by the member, Jon U-Ren, the next day. 
 
The Hearing Officer entered the Stipulation, Agreement, and Order into the 
record and asked Deputy City Clerk Peterson to submit the Certificate of 
Mailing. 

 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. MZ Entertainment, dba Thunderstruck Valley, 436 Main Street, Grand Junction, 
CO 81501, Tavern – Review 

 
Mr. John Pfeifer, counsel for Thunderstruck Valley and Mr. Mark Towner, one of 
the owners, were present. 
 
Hearing Officer Grattan started by saying he observed out front of 
Thunderstruck Valley an employee checking ID’s with a machine and doing this 
very professionally.  Mr. Towner elaborated on this that the machine is not only 
used to check age, but also to check if the patron has been added to the 
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tavern’s “86’d” list of persons who are not allowed into the establishment, and 
law enforcement has even used it if they are looking for anyone to see if they 
have been in the establishment. 
 
Ms. Peterson reported that a final certificate of occupancy (CO) has been 
issued for the hood unit and all of the items pending are in compliance for the 
license. 
 
Hearing Officer Grattan said his concern was all the calls for service since the 
time of opening to the point of violating the law. 
 
Ms. DeLayne Merritt, Staff Attorney for the City, has been sent a list of items for 
review and there has been two alleged items identified as reasons for a Notice 
to Show Cause, and she understands there could be additional matters coming 
forward.  Ms. Merritt said these have been sent to Mr. Pfeifer for review.  She is 
waiting to have a signed agreement.  Ms. Woodland has another person to 
interview for one of the incidents. 
 
Mr. Pfeifer said he isn’t sure he can be ready with a response and the 
temporary license is coming to an end on November 10th.  He asked Hearing 
Officer Grattan that since the hood issue has been resolved and that was the 
only hold up on issuing the permanent license, can it be granted.  Hearing 
Officer Grattan said he could, but he isn’t going to, until he knows what these 
allegations are. 
 
Ms. Merritt said there is a question regarding the ownership of the 
establishment and that does affect how she presents the Stipulation, 
Agreement, and Order and to whom it is issued to.   
 
Mr. Pfeifer said he can get that paperwork to the City Clerk’s office.  Ms. 
Peterson said that change will also come before the Authority. 
 
After a general discussion between Mr. Pfeifer, Ms. Merritt, Ms. Woodland, City 
Attorney Shaver, and Hearing Officer Grattan regarding logistics, it was agreed 
to address these on November 5th.  If a hearing is needed on the alleged 
violations, it would begin at 8:00 a.m. on November 5th.  There are four issues 
which will be addressed at the hearing.  They are the alleged actions of July 26 
and August 10, 2014 identified in the City’s Notice to Show Cause; the alleged 
violations concerning the ownership of Thunderstruck Valley, and the 
conversion of the temporary license into a permanent license.  If an agreement 
on the alleged violation is agreed upon, the other issues will be on the 
Authority’s regular agenda that day for 2:00 p.m.  Hearing Officer Grattan said 
for Ms. Woodland to have her report by October 17th; he told Mr. Pfeifer if he 
chooses to file a written response to do so by October 29, 2014. 
 
All parties were in agreement to this time frame.   
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VII. ADJOURNMENT – 3:07 
 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING – October 15, 2014 
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