Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes
September 2, 2010

Item 1: Meeting Called to Order by Tawny Espinoza at 12:00 p.m.

Roll Call

Board Members Present: Tawny Espinoza
Yvette Carnine
David Mcllnay

Dr. William Findlay
Lenna Watson

Bart Dickson

Scott Coleman

Bruce Hill (Ex-Ofticio)

Parks & Recreation Staff Present:  Rob Schoeber, Director
Tressa Fisher, Administration Specialist
Mike Vendegna, Parks Superintendent
Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent

Grand Valley Zoological Quest

Guests: Janet Gardner
Harlin Wall
Peter Woodbury

Item 2: Approve Minutes

David Mcllnay moved to approve the August 5, 2010 Parks & Recreation Advisory Board minutes. Dr.
William Findlay seconded. Bruce Hill requested the minutes reflect his position as “Ex-Officio”. The
minutes were approved unanimously, with the above correction.

Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board: Yes6 No 0

Item 3: Special Presentation — Grand Valley Zoological Quest

Janet Gardner discussed the Grand Valley Zoological Quest’s goal to create an educational zoological
center on the Western Slope. (See attached handout) The plans include building the center in phases,
with the first phase consisting of a parrot and reptile educational center, and a half enclosed building
built on an acre to an acre and a half. Mrs. Gardner stated the phase would also include animals from the
ecosystem of a tropical forest, and said their main focus will be on “education”. The group expressed
Matchett Park was the desired location for the zoo, stating the property has many of the qualities they
are looking for, such as space, interesting land features, valleys, hills, and a leach creek. All of these
features encourage natural behaviors for the animals and reduce the stress of being caged. They also
prefer Matchett Park’s location, due to its close proximity to the Interstate.

The group also discussed their plans for generating income, not only to help sustain, but to grow the zoo.
The plans include birthday party rentals, convention room rentals for businesses and private parties,



traveling science exhibits, admission fees, producing e-books, selling naturally discarded feathers and
reptile skins, renting out lab space, summer science classes, snack bar, and a retail shop. They also
intend to pursue grant opportunities for additional funding.

The Grand Valley Zoological quest plans to expand the zoo in multiple phases, possibly including an
insectory and an exhibit of “animals from Colorado”. The group is requesting to share in the planning
and development of the parks master plan, and is requesting to lease Matchett Park from the City for 100
years for $1.00. The group’s proposal is for a “renewable lease” that would include the Parks and
Recreation Department being responsible for all ground maintenance and landscaping. Lenna Watson
expressed concern regarding the financial impact the maintenance/landscaping piece could have on the
Parks and Recreation department, referring to the current budget restraints the City is facing.

Rob Schoeber stated, should the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board decide to recommend the lease,
the next step would be for the zoo concept to be incorporated into the Parks Master Plan, which will then
be presented to City Council for approval.

Item 4: City Council Update

Bruce Hill provided a brief City Council update, stating the Council recently directed staff to prepare a
resolution allowing the City to opt out of the retail distribution of medical marijuana. Mr. Hill also
discussed the stadium improvement and public safety projects, stating both could potentially be funded
through Certificates of Participation.

Item 5: Project Updates
Mike Vendegna reported the Hawthorne restroom project will open for bids September 23, 2010. The
project is being funded by a CBDG grant.

Rob Schoeber discussed the new “Yard of the Month” program. Nomination forms are published in the
Daily Sentinel.

Item 6: Future Meeting Agenda
Parks Master Plan

Item 7: Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Tressa Fisher
Administrative Specialist
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Grand Valley Zoological Quest

Grand Valley Zoological Quest is n newly incorporated nonpralil wich te mission o develop a zealogical edu-
cadional center in Grand Junction, Colomdn, Residents, in Western Colorado, are foroed fo travel east over the Riscky
Bdauntains or west ints Ltk o necess the nearest 2o, The Grand Valley is due for a zool

Crrangd Walley Foological Quesl propodes o create an expanding moologlcal amd cducational center which in-
cluddes both natural and ossi made features to form enriched environments for all specics exhibited. Phase 1 of the zoo
will entail an encloaed jungle an acre Lo acre and half in dimension. The raf, compoesed mostly of glass, will allow the
impartant wlira-violel rays o reach inside the hobitots below, T i our mission o include muiliple green eneigics in the
development of this facilily. This first phase will foous primarily on psittacines (parreds) and reptiles; however, addi-
tional compatible species will be included. Many ol the species exhibiied will be obizined from private collections and
smimal reseues in Colords and neighboring sotes. There s very (e schemific research with these allernative pet spe-
cies; therelone, this undeveloped niche is a perfect catalyal 1o launch e woo in Grand Junction. Seientific research will
aid in ghobal understninding and conservation for many species.

Eaducatbonal programs in the biological ficlds of science will be develaped for kindergnrten through sdvanced
study inclsding adull continuing educntion and respansible pet cvmership, We have spoken with professors, cerlified
teachers, and professionals whe have expressed n commifment b assist wilh our educational projects, Programs will e
available throughout the year with on emphisis on summer mathe for children and Gimily sclivithes. The woo in Gramd
Junction will work clesely with Western Slope Colleges and local high schopls to generate sclentific research of cxhib-
ited speoics, Stmlents seoess o exolic aniimals, here in ibe Grand Valley, will provide hands on eaperience in the bio-
logical fickts, iherchy alding In fulure carcers. Resenrch will be published, Traveling cducational science exhibils will
rodate periodically. Interactive educational displays and volunteers will bz pvailnble For guests enjoying the @on,

Girand Valley Zoslogical Quest’s ohjective is 10 inspire community participation by utilizing Uhe services of
valuntesrs from all walks of life: retired seniors, the unemployed, eollege and high schaal sudems, developamentally
disabled, and at-risk youth, Howrs ncerued by volumeers may be converted into zoo points, which can then be redeemed
{owards classes offered af the oo in Cirand Junction. As an asset 1o tse community, Grand Valley Zoological Cuesi’s
wision is W imspire, educate, enbance, aisd asaiat iy Inproving e quality of life far those who participate at the zoo.

Funds o devebop the z2oo n Crand Junction will be procared through local, privade, ond nntional resources.
Laocal civic organizatlons such as: Kiwanis, Rotary, Lions, and Junior Service Lesgue will be approached for finonsial
donations. Major companics who work within the community will be solicited for matching funds, Communily amd
private suppon will be pained throwgh educational denonsivations st schools and community evenls. Local, siste, and
nationol grants will be acquired for the remminder olibe finding, 1 is our goal o secwne band by worklng with Grand
Junction's City Parks & Recrentional Depariment and the undeveloped land at Matelett Park. We anticlpate the first
phuse of this wookogical and edueational fagility 1o be buill within ve years.

Matcleli Park 12 tho bdeal locathon for tha moo wiil is five year goal of connscling to 170, With 24,000 futo-
muothiles passing daily om I, the connectbon to Patterson Road, and the newly bailt thoroegh fare to Highway 50, ensy
access o the Bcility is guarantessd for both local and traveling visitors. The noturally oocurring Jamd features of Madch-
il Park beautifully supports te contours of @ 200, The First phase incleding lindscaping and parking will envebog less
than three acres, With sustainable incone, community suppod, and research gramts, the CGrand Junctioa 200 will con-
timwe o expand aecumulating more animal exhibits over tinee, This extenslon will require assistanes from Cirand June-
tion's City Parks & Hecreation Department in regards b landscaplog ausd ground naintewance. Possible luture exhibiis
inelisde; Animals ol Wester Colorsbo, Anbimals from around the warld, inaeet house, raptor pavilioon, and squearium.

Fuitds to expand ond sustain the oo will derive from: admission fiees, classes, research grants, kids play aren,
foooad service, private parties, kids birthday parties, traeeling muscums, retail shop, electronio books, behind Hhe soams
tours, fundraisers, andd the sabe of noturally discarded porrat feathers, Tt s our desive thal this facility be welcoming 1o
net only the 140,000 residence of Mesn Couny bt also b sarmounding communities and distand iravebers, Crand Valley
Zoaksgicnl Quest is devoled o education, research, and conservation of exhibited species as wall as tho entorizinment
ond enrighment o those wha visit,

Jarwel Clardnes
Executive Dirsctar
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Phase 1

Parrot and Reptile
Educational Center

The first phase, parrot
and reptile educational
center, will be an acre to
acre and half enclosed
building containing a com-
plete immersion jungle.
Animal exhibits will ap-
pear in as natural settings
as possible coordinating
back to their species origi-
nal geographic location.
Special care will be ziven
to enrich habitats with
both natural and man made
features to stimulate 1n-
gtinctual behaviors.

The building roof com-
prised mostly of glass, will
filter sunlight into the
habitats below. Multiple
green energy sources and
building materialzs will be
evaluated. Classrooms and
research labs will be in-
cluded in the master plan.

Future animal exhibits
will be explored as funds
permit. Such displavs
might include: animals of
Western Colorado, insect
house, aguarium, and

raptor pavilion.

Educational
Opportunities

Classes available in zoology, bherpetalagy,
botany, biology, animal behavier and other
coordinating fields of science,

Different course levels for elementary
through eollepgs.

Internships and research projects avail-
able to college & high school students.

Class for the developmentally disahled
and at risk vouth,

On site classrooms and labs.
Summer Bcience QOUrEes.
Adult continuing education.

Community lectures and walks through
facility.

Classes for basie pet care and responsi-
ble pet ownership.

Self Guided

[mteractive edusational information will be
available while touring the facility,

Touch scresn computers.
Multiple interaceive stations,

Special feeding and animasal interaction
times.

Eotating traveling science exhibits of vari-
oug sciemce LOpIcH.

Future Rental
Opportunities

Children’s Flay Zone

Multiple rooms available in children's area
for birthday party rencal.

Food andior animal education provided for
additiosal cost.
Coonvention Hoom

Setting for traveling axhibice.
Community lectures

Rentcal available for weddiogs, parties, and
business meotings.

¥Yolunteer
Opportunities
»  VWolunieers are weleome from all walks of
lifiz,

s Baniars wha have knowledge or wouald
like to know more about fialds of moalogy,

+  Certified teachers,

»  High schaol studsnts whe need to com-
plete community service hours for
graduation.

& Ap Higk youth

o Anvand all applications for voluntears
will ba taken into consideration.

b.-._.ed_.d..n_.rnﬁn!ﬂwm_.niuﬂﬁnﬂ_umuﬁumnd.ﬂ_.&u.

volunteer hours at the facility. Theose oo

print= may ke exchanged for tuition cost into
any of the zoo's availahle clasaes.

Donations
Mail to: cvzg
2612 H 34 Road
Grand Junetion, CO 51506

Or drop off at any Alpine Bank
Donation for:
Grand Valley Zoological
Quest - g
Og=2s O O30

O 3230 O ciker

Donated by
Thank vou for your support!

Email: gvzooquestByahoo.com
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Board of Directors

danet Gardoer, Executive DirectorPresident- me-
ceived B.A i Peycholegy with a minor in bislogy, A
native of Grand Junction, Janet worked on ker Master's
Thesis in Jakarta, Indosesia with the Homodo Deagons,
Sbe returned to Grand Junction as a resals of the fiest
Galf War. Janet has developed and volunwered for
#xtra carrigalar school programs in Sckool Diserict 31
aimce B, Janet coatinues her education in peittacines
(parrut) management by cbtairing certificates in:
Birdie Basics, The Fundamentals of Parrot Behaviar,
Compansan Parrot Babavier Workehbop, AFA Certificate
Avicalturiss Level 1, and Advance Avian Program Man-
agement She is 8 member of the Association of Toos
and Aguariuss,

Harlin Wall, Vice President-began giving educational
herpetology presentations to students of the Grand Val-
ley when he was 18 yoo old. Harlin has suecessfully
bred a varisty repdiles in capdvity every year sinm 1382,
Drenier of Wall To Wall Reptiles, he oncentzates on the
bropding of rare or unmmmen species for more serious.
enllocters, a0, and herpatologista. Harlin i involved
with local law pealircsmnent spencies, providiog repede
identification, rescoe, reeval, adoptios and shigping
survicis 1 saidents of Colorado an a Fee-cf-
charge/dnestins hasis. He attonded Mosa State College,
studying subjects such a3 Tocdegy. Harpaiologpy, Snake
Ecology and Bekavior and Bischemistry of Venom and
Tosscology under Dr. Steven Warman. Harlin carrently
works with members of the seiostifie comsmuenity en
reszarch projects by dossting fype aposismnss, vomom,
bload. tissise and shedding samples foy DMA studiss
DHanns Fox, Treasamec- bolds Bachelsr Degresa in
both Mursing and Business along with a MBA. Sheiaa
native of Grand Junction and the Semer Directos of
Climiral Services for Mesa County  Hoalth Department.
Dianra has been o parroc re-homer fr over ten years
D is n civic vl with the local soup loveksn
and Community Cat Cares.

Cerise Moran, 5 tary- hilds 4 Bachelor's 4 in
Eﬂﬁh—%ﬁngmﬁkﬁﬁﬂiﬁ
curreetly o Charter Seheod Institite (C5T) cortifed
teachar at Caprock Academy. She Bk exgerience with
date analysis and grant sritng,

Dir. Gary 3. Rechten is the sengevweterinarian of Cal-
umbine Animal Hospital in Grand Junctien, Ca. Owver
the past 20 years, ke has worked with several zoolagiesl
parke and private oollections, incleding: Demver Zoo,
Tulaa Zoo. and Oklaboma zoo, with a variety of animals

Dir. Rechten cont.: from birds to marine mammals. He

also has val d with the Colorado Division of Wild-
ligs {Trappang and E-E.E_E EEEHFHMEBE
tation Program at Colarade Seate Veterd

Hospital. Currestly, he iz a Eﬂ_nfan&q%i
other veterinnry hospitals in Deever,

Sharon Walker iz an eastern slope transplant who
eranzferred with ber job to Grand Junessen in 1977 and
atayed. She graduated from Colorade Stare Universiny
with a Bachielor's degree in Fine Arts. Skaron spent 33
years working as a Parcle Offcer and Parole Board
Ilember before retiring in 2008, She sits on the Mesa
County Commasity Corrections Board and on the
Roots fond raising committes of the Botanical Gar-
dans.

Board Advisors

Paml Bingham, 0LV.M, is cwngrhressmmanian of Armwhead Vereris
mary Sovviess,  Hi B ivvolvid with Joca] DOW rebabilitation and &=

curveatly sexking thits spedal sertification. Or, Binglam s experi-

ey inclodes: emall and larpe andmale, wild life, and exooties, Ho &

presostly an srahipls animal Baasds wed in Goent wish the proosss of
leesil. wiabe, aed fedisl animsl permite.

Euarhryn Wilkinses his a FhD. iz endl binkepy frem toe Tiniversity
of Colorado Heshk Bofence Conter (UCHEEL 5w aad her Gmily
hze Leed in Gl sinoe 1584 and own & mdistion decectos masefictues
ing busisess, Alpha Speciza Iec, [n her spare time. Esihoyn weaches
szignoe b Holy Family feit and ssccad praders. Katkon also volus-
s for the Gramd Juneiion High Sehecl Boaster Club Eirge.

Diane Rissell 3 a recived sehaol tachie who toght Teh grada for 25
years, She ia highly quakdied in the oreas of Math asd Englics
Digeesir alsn toughe scisnce for o few years. She will nasist m fandrals-
ing.

Petir Woodbary ks bisn an enpinsering techracias for che post
HE_?E EEEFEEI&!EE
L Dap of Colorada Stace Parks and hos beon ine
welved in seany af tha west alope State park aoreiruction and renova
Ehon ppsficts. 1o his ala wacked fee Ralland Exginmring and sorved
i%:ﬂgggnugggg
eew. Hi ks an 1 tn eng IR, BUFVEFIES, 0Ofr
Edﬂ.uu-unEEiHuE-ﬁ

Michelle G helar's Begrer in Techmical Editing,
mf-%n&#%%gné Leear boekes wed Buas

dans so for the paei 11 years. Michelle is o volanicer foe Seheol Dis.
et 5L craating 234 runnifg isira— cumizular prograse smoe 2000,

uin&&#higsﬂ.ﬂ.tgﬁliﬁf

wohniap tlv an sswistanc 5o o Jocal renl eswae bro:
Ry and rossipis sy properies. Be s 3 member of the Redlands
Rotory Club. Jahn is the (s of the aimusl it Auts Fred and
belonge taa group of spect care enthusiosm, He ds geciwe in maisee-
nmnea of sporta cam and the planning af menthly crlses e varive
locations and aup shees, John is keoen to b frisnds a8
“Tnfarmatiza Czntral”.

The Grand Valley is
Due for
An Educational
Zoo

Mission Statement

Grand Valley Zoological
Quest is a center
devoted to education,
research, conservation,
reproduction, and the
enrichment of fauna
and flora exhibhited in
comparable natural
hahitats as well as the
education, enrichment,
and recreation of those
who visit.
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