
 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes 

December 2, 2010 
 

 

Item 1: Meeting Called to Order by Lenna Watson at 12:06 p.m.  

 Roll Call 

Board Members Present:   Tawny Espinoza  

Yvette Carnine 

Dr. William Findlay 

     Scott Coleman  

Lenna Watson 

 

Board Members Absent:  David McIlnay 

     Bart Dickson 

     Bruce Hill (Ex-Officio) 

  

Parks & Recreation Staff Present: Rob Schoeber, Director 

     Tressa Fisher, Administrative Specialist 

     Mike Vendegna, Parks Superintendent 

     Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent 

       

      

Item 2: Approve Minutes  

Yvette Carnine moved to approve the November 4, 2010 Parks & Recreation Advisory Board minutes.         

Scott Coleman seconded.  The minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:      5  Yes       0 No  

 

 

Item 3:  Park Survey Results 
Rob Schoeber distributed a revised copy of the recent parks survey, stating the original survey‟s results 

were skewed, due to someone entering their age in the wrong area. (See attached) The Board members 

read through the survey results as a group, in effort to determine patterns and/or specific needs. Rob 

Schoeber stated he manually calculated the responses to Question #6 (Please rate the quality of your 

experience), determining the following results were rated either “Excellent” or “Good”: 

 

 Overall Appearance 93% 

 Trash Picked Up 88% 

 Restrooms  73% 

 Playground  92% 

 Condition of Equipment 88% 

 Shelter Cleanliness 87% 

 Other  40% 

 

The Board members discussed the concerns regarding the narrow walking path around the Canyon View 

soccer fields, numerous concerns regarding transients, and explored the possibility of obtaining smaller 

picnic tables for people who enjoy eating lunch alone in the parks. The responses to Questions #7 and 

#11 were discussed, as they appear to contradict themselves regarding the need/desire for more open 
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space.  The results also indicated there is a strong need for parks in the Northern areas, and possibly for 

an additional dog park in the Eastern part of town. Dr. Findlay stated the requests for exercise areas 

could easily be integrated, at a low cost, by providing more open space with trails around the outside.  

 

 

Item 4:  Project Updates 

Mike Vendegna said the weather has been perfect for crews to work on special projects. The Matchett 

Park maintenance site is now secure, as the entire area has now been fenced. Plans are still underway for 

the Lincoln Park maintenance facility to be relocated to the Riverside Parkway building. Crews are in 

the process of renovating the building and fencing the area; the move is scheduled for March 1, 2011. 

Parks Crews reduced fencing costs at both facilities considerably by installing the fencing themselves. 

(Parkway contractor‟s bid: $22,000 (for 1/3 of the area), Matchett contractor‟s bid: $8,000, both projects 

completed in house for a total of $3,500) A CIP plan for the remaining maintenance area in Lincoln Park 

is in the process of being developed.  

 

The landscaping for the new shop at cemetery is being completed, and will include a display area with 

benches, boulders, and etc. that are for sale. There will be approximately 1,000 new plots for sale this 

time next year or early spring 2012, providing the ability for the cemetery to generate additional 

revenues. Mr. Vendegna stated the entire landscaping project was completed for very little money, as the 

trees and rocks were donated.  

 

Mike Vendegna provided an update on the Las Colonias Park property, stating the Tamarisk Coalition 

group has been spearheading the removal project. The National Guard also used the area for a training 

exercise, and cleared out approximately 5 ½ acres of tamarisk with bulldozers. Discussion ensued 

regarding the preference of using the bulldozers, as the areas where lawnmowers were used left 

untreated roots that later created sharp spikes.    

 

  

Item 5:  Other Business  

Lenna Watson called attention to the November 19, 2010 “Best of the West 2011” article in the Daily 

Sentinel, which listed Rocket Park as the “Best „Listen to the People‟ Act From A Local Government”.  

(See attached) 

 

 

Item 6:  Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 1:04 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tressa Fisher 

Administrative Specialist 
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