
 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes 
Regular Meeting – November 6, 2014 

 
 
Item 1: Meeting Called to Order by Scott Coleman at 12:06 p.m. 
 

Meeting Location:   Parks & Recreation Conference Room 
 
Roll Call 
Board Members Present:   Kyle Emert 
     Scott Coleman  

Bob Wiig 
     Marc Litzen 
     Jim Doody (Ex-Officio) 
 
Board Members Absent:   Kristy Emerson 
     Gary Schroen 
     Dr. Scott McBrayer  
 
Parks & Recreation Staff Present: Rob Schoeber, Director 

Tressa Fisher, Administrative Specialist 
Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent 

 
 
Item 2: Approval of Minutes 
Marc Litzen moved to approve the October 2, 2014 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board minutes. Kyle 
Emert seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.  

 
Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:      Yes  4     No 0  
 

 
Item 3:  School District 51 Calendar Letter 
Rob Schoeber shared the “draft” letter to the School District regarding the significant impact the 2014-2015 
school calendar change has had on recreation programs and facilities (See attached). Discussion ensued, 
with the Board members requesting the letter include more detailed examples if available.  
 
Scott Coleman moved to approve the School District 51 letter with any additional examples staff can 
provide. Bob Wiig seconded 
  

 Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:      Yes  4     No 0  
 
 
Item 4: Whitman Park Committee Update 
Rob Schoeber provided an update from the recent Whitman Park Committee meeting, stating the purpose 
of the first meeting was to simply open up dialog in the community regarding potential options for the park. 
The meeting resulted in a large range of ideas, including, but not limited to,  doing “nothing”, public event 
plaza, outdoor museum exhibits, arboretum, parking garage with a rooftop park, indoor recreation space, 
senior center, private concessionaires and/or food trucks, selling/exchanging the property, downtown 
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meeting space, fencing the park, dog park, etc. The Board discussed the committee’s suggestion list, as well 
as the option of the park becoming a parking area with an ADA accessible ramp/bridge providing direct 
access the museum tower. The idea included turning the museum’s existing parking into a grass area for the 
museum’s patrons. The suggestion was made that, perhaps, the goal shouldn’t be to save the park, but 
should be to save the museum.   
 
Rob Schoeber also reviewed the list of challenges that were identified at the committee meeting, which 
included parking, vagrancy displacement, community perception, funding, restrooms, pedestrian 
connections, lighting, small size, proximity to bus station, 4th Street housing, and social services, etc.  
While no funds have currently been committed to this project, there is a sense of urgency coming from the 
museum, DDA, and surrounding businesses. The committee hopes to come up with a final recommendation 
to be presented to City Council by April or May 2015.  
 
 
Item 5: Project Updates 
Traci Wieland provided an update on the upcoming improvements to the Westlake skate park, which built 
in 1996, was one of the first skate parks on the western slope. At the time the skate park was leading the 
way for design and functionality, unfortunately, Grand Junction has now fallen way behind everyone else. 
Team Pain, an international company that builds skate parks, has suggested the improvements include 
numerous cosmetic changes and amenities, including the removal of the fencing and cattle guard, grinding 
and patching the bad concrete areas, and graffiti removal. In addition, plans may include filling in the 
square bowl and installing additional features to the east. The Board will be updated regularly as the project 
continues to move forward.  
 
Traci Wieland provided a Las Colonias update, stating the Colorado Discover Ability (CDA) is ready to 
move forward with their construction after agreeing to the proposed restroom location, which will allow for 
more natural spaces in the park’s design. Staff has made the recommendation to select two consultants 
(Method studios and Design Workshop), as well as Ted Ciavonne to work as a “team” designing a final 
design for the amphitheater that is functional and “affordable”.  
 
Rob Schoeber reported on the recent discussions taking place regarding the yellow billed cuckoo’s critical 
habitat area that has been identified along the Riverfront Trail system. Although, according to US Fish and 
Wildlife, there has been only one siting in the area during the past 30 years, their decision to designate the 
area as “critical habitat” could delay, if not halt, all construction in the area. The City Attorney’s office 
recently requested a 30 day extension to the official comment process. Board members are highly 
encouraged to take the time to share their opinions on the US Fish and Wildlife website.   
 
 
Item 6: For the Good of the Community  
Kyle Emert asked for an update regarding the program suggestions from the last board meeting. Traci 
Wieland stated she had recently met with Colorado Discover Ability to discuss potential programming. The 
CDA is very interested in partnering local athletes with a disabled partner/buddy, but would like to discuss 
the possibilities further after they have completed construction and moved into their new location. Bob 
Wiig reported there is already something similar in place that includes a summer program and a ski 
program during the winter. Marc Litzen stated the local little leagues also run partner programs for children 
with disabilities.     
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A brief discussion took place regarding the current status of the Western Colorado Botanical Gardens 
(WCBG), who recently reinvigorated a “Friends of the Botanical Gardens” group. Traci Wieland said she 
attends the committee meetings, in which WCBG has stated they plan to start some aggressive fund raising 
campaigns and become much more active in pursuing their own funding.  
 
 
Item 7:  Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 1:09 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tressa Fisher 
Administrative Specialist 
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