
 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes 

Regular Meeting – December 4, 2014 

 

 

Item 1: Meeting Called to Order by Dr. Scott McBrayer at 12:10 p.m. 

 

Meeting Location:   Tiara Rado Golf Course Restaurant 

 

Roll Call 

Board Members Present:   Kyle Emert 

     Scott Coleman  

Bob Wiig 

Dr. Scott McBraye 

Gary Schroen 

     Jim Doody (Ex-Officio) 

 

Board Members Absent:   Kristy Emerson 

     Marc Litzen 

       

Parks & Recreation Staff Present: Rob Schoeber, Director 

Tressa Fisher, Administrative Specialist 

Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent 

Mike Vendegna, Park Superintendent 

Doug Jones, Golf Superintendent 

Mike Mendelson, Golf Pro  

 

 Guest(s):    Councilmember Duncan McArthur    

 

 

Item 2: Approval of Minutes 

Bob Wiig moved to approve the November 6, 2014 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board minutes.   Scott 

Coleman seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:      Yes  5     No 0  

 

Scott Coleman requested follow-up on the School District 51 calendar letter. Rob Schoeber stated the 

revised letter will be emailed to the Board members for final approval before it is mailed.  

 

 

Item 3:  Golf Workshop 
Rob Schoeber, Mike Mendelson, and Doug Jones shared the presentation they will be reviewing at the golf 

open house being hosted Monday, December 15, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. in the Lincoln Park Tower hospitality 

suite. The presentation included a brief summary regarding the golf courses being an enterprise fund, 

average rounds, improvements, and the proposed fees and charges (See attached presentation and handout). 

The Board members were encouraged to attend the open house if available.    

 

  

Item 4: Email Communication Update 
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Traci Wieland provided information on the recent addition to the Recreation Department’s monthly 

newsletter, which has now taken on more of a “dialog” approach via a weekly email communication. The 

new format is a way to reach out to the customers without coming across as a just another marketing tool. 

The first three emails, alone, have already generated a considerable amount of positive feedback. Traci 

Wieland distributed copies of the emails to date, along with the comments that have been received in 

response to the new communication technique (See attached). The Recreation Department is very fortunate 

to have Recreation Coordinator, Pete Ashman, who is an extremely talented writer, be willing to take on 

the weekly correspondence. The ultimate goal is to create a better two-way communication culture with the 

customers, which appears to be working already.   

 

 

Item 5: Las Colonias Park Updates 

Rob Schoeber discussed the recent request to City Council for approval to hire architectural services for the 

amphitheater design and landscaping. Discussions at the Council meeting primarily focused around the 

current status of the cuckoo bird’s potential critical habitat regulations. The final decision was for staff to 

move forward with offering contracts to the architects pending a discussion with US Fish and Wildlife. Rob 

Schoeber stated the goal of the conversation will be to get some sort of assurance from the local 

representative regarding the ability to move forward with the development project and to try and obtain a 

better feel of how the critical habitat designation could potentially affect the park project. The current 

proposed area being reviewed by US Fish and Wildlife exists of 500,000 acres over 10 states. Bob Wiig 

stated he sent Tressa Fisher the link to the US Fish and Wildlife website, requesting it be forwarded to the 

Board members in order for them to submit their own comments.    

 

Traci Wieland reported on Phase I of the Las Colonias Park Project, which has received GOCO funding for 

the final design work. A solid design has been agreed on and includes a highly visible location for the new 

shelter that is easily accessible for trail users, disc golf players, Botanical Gardens visitors, etc. The goal is 

to have the project out for bid right after the first of the year (2015).   

 

 

Item 6:  Project Updates 

Traci Wieland shared the exciting news that Kathy Welsh, with the non-profit foundation “Play to Dream” 

plans to build a large playground at Canyon View Park in honor of John Leane.  Mrs. Welsh intends to 

honor Mr. Leane, Recreation’s Adult Softball Supervisor of 17 years, for having a significant impact on her 

life as a teenager. The existing playground at Canyon View Park is in disrepair and was on the schedule for 

replacement in 2016.  The Play to Dream Foundation will be building a fully accessibly playground ranging 

from $200,000-400,000, with the City agreeing to provide 1) The removal of the old equipment and the 

ground prep (the existing playground will be recycled to the community), and 2) The purchase and 

installation of a sign that recognizes the Play to Dream Foundation and John Leane. There will be a 

community meeting in January to review the plans, of which John Leane’s 11 grandchildren (ages ranging 

5-14) will be involved in selecting the play structures. The project completion date is scheduled for May 

2015. The Parks and Recreation Department is very excited and proud to see their long time contract 

employee John Leane be honored in such a remarkable way! Congratulations John!  

 

 

Item 7: For the Good of the Community  

No items were discussed. 

 

Item 8:  Adjourn 
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Meeting adjourned at 1:16 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tressa Fisher 

Administrative Specialist 
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