
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Review of Grand Junction Regional Authority    Attach W-1 
 
 
Review of Associated Governments of Northwest Colorado  Attach W-2 
 
 
Review Mesa County Separator Project Board (PDR)   Attach W-3 
 
Adjourn     
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ASSOCIATED GOVERNMENTS OF NORTHWEST COLORADO 

 
BY-LAWS 

 
Article I 

Name and Location of Principal Offices 
 

1.1 The Association shall be known as the Associated Governments of Northwest 
 Colorado. 
 
1.2 The Association shall maintain its principal office in the City of Rifle in Garfield 

County, Colorado and may establish field offices at such other places, as it may 
deem appropriate. 

 
Article II 

Powers and Duties Generally 
 

2.1 The Association was created pursuant to Article XIV, Section 18 (2) of the 
 Colorado Constitution and C.R.S., Chapter 88, Article 2, 1963 as amended, and 
 shall exercise and discharge its powers and duties as provided by State law and 
 accordingly shall: 
  
  a. Adopt, amend and repeal By-laws, rules and regulations governing the  
          conduct of its business and the performance of its functions; 
  b. Provide for the internal organization and administration of the   
          Association; 

c. Appoint and fix the salary of an executive director and such other  
     personnel as may be necessary to enable the Association to carry out 

    its functions; 
  d. Receive and expend all grants, gifts, and bequests, specifically 

    including state and federal funds and other funds available for the 
    purpose for which the Association exists; 

  e. Enter into and perform such contracts, leases, agreements, or other  
         transactions as may be necessary in carrying out its functions; 
  f. Constitute the governmental entity for any  existing entities that are  
         regional in nature and any new entity, regional in nature, which may be  
         required to be created as a new Board or Commission by State and/or  
         Federal Statute; and, 
  g. Take such other action and incur such other expenses as may be 

    necessary to appropriate to carry out its purposes under the law and 
    consistent therewith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Article III 
Organization of the Association 

 
3.1  The Association is composed of the Counties of Garfield, Mesa, Moffat, Rio 
 Blanco and Routt and the municipal corporations therein, and is organized in 
 accordance with Article I, Paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 of the Articles of Association, 
 Associated Governments of Northwest Colorado. 

 
3.2 Legislative Services Membership. Upon the request of any city or county and 

upon unanimous approval of the AGNC Board, a city or county may become a 
member of the Association for purposes of receiving legislative services. 

 
 Such membership would entitle the requesting city or county to full membership 

and voting privileges on all legislative policy and legislative budget issues. 
 
 The member city or county would be entitled to Board member representation by: 
 a) A County Commissioner, in the case of a county; or 
 b) An elected municipal council or board member or mayor, in the case of a city. 
     (Such municipal representative shall be limited to one board member selected                         

annually by a majority vote of all member cities within each county.) Appointed 
municipal officials may attend AGNC Board meetings as a voting member when 
directed to by the municipality. 

 
 Alternates and/or replacement board members shall be selected in accordance 

with existing by-laws provisions. 
 

Such board members shall be entitled to hold office as Chairman, Vice-Chairman 
or Treasurer of the Association and/or shall be entitled to serve on committees 
appointed by the Board or by the Chairman of the Association. Appointed officials 
may not serve as an officer of the association. 

 
 A quorum of the Association shall consist of a majority of voting representatives. 

Legislative Policy items shall require a super majority or 66% vote of a quorum. 
All other issues shall be decided by a majority vote. Voting by telephone is 
allowed on policy issues or budget matters previously discussed by the Board or 
on matters circulated for consideration prior to a scheduled Board meeting. 

 
3.3 Annual dues for a “Legislative Services” membership shall be set at 1/3 the 

amount of the regular full membership, unless otherwise specified by majority 
vote of the Board. Pro-rata quarterly dues shall be permitted for first-year or 
partial year membership. 

 
3.4 AGNC Legislative Services shall consist of the following items: 
 
       1. Regular legislative analysis and reports on State and Federal legislation affecting 

local governments in Northwest Colorado. Legislative issues covered consist 
primarily of “regional issues” as opposed to statewide issues followed by CCI 
and/or CML and/or local issues affecting only one city or county. Such regional 
issues include the following: 

 - Socio-economic energy impacts. 



 

 - Federal Mineral Leasing and Severance Tax payment programs. 
 - Federal Coal, Oil, Natural Gas, Oil Shale and Mineral Leasing programs. 
 - Synfuels development programs. 
 - Federal/ State Public lands, Wilderness, Air or Water Quality proposals. 
 - Colorado, White or Yampa River Basin water issues. 
 - Regional transportation or highway proposals. 
 - Regional economic development programs. 
 - Area Agency on Aging issues. 
 - Regional Mineral Assessed Valuation proposals. 
 - Other regional issues determined by the Board. 
 
       2. Coordination of Legislative Policy for the region. Providing background data and 

recommendations on regional issues to be voted upon by the AGNC Board. 
 
       3. Legislative representation on issues approved by the AGNC Board. Coordination 

of legislative lobby efforts for member entities on these issues. Direct 
representation and/or preparation of testimony on State and Federal issues. 

 
Article IV 
Meetings 

 
4.1 All regular and special meetings of the Association or Board shall be open to the 

public. Executive sessions may be held pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402. 
 
4.2 Regular meetings of the Association or Board shall be held at the principal office 

of the Association, or at such other places as agreed to by the Board, with at 
least one meeting per year held in each county. 

 
4.3 Special meetings of the Association or the Board may be called by the Chairman 

at such time and place and for such purpose as the Chairman shall designate. 
Special meetings may also be called upon the written request of one-half of the 
members filed with the secretary, which request shall designate the time and 
place and purpose of the meeting. The business of any special meeting shall be 
limited to the stated purpose of that meeting. 

 
4.4 Each member of the Board, or in the case of his absence his alternate, including 

the Chairman, shall have one vote on all matters voted upon. Proxy voting shall 
not be permitted. 

 
4.5  A majority of the voting members of the Board present at any meeting shall 

constitute a quorum for the transactions of business at such meeting. Every 
decision of a majority of the members present at any meeting at which there is a 
quorum shall be valid as the binding act of the Association. If a quorum is not 
present at any meeting, the members present and entitled to vote shall have 
power either to adjourn the meeting without further notice to a specified date not 
later than 30 days after such adjournment, or convene as a committee or 
authorize the chairman to take such actions as necessary for the conduct of 
Association business with such actions to be ratified at the next Board meeting. 
At such adjourned meeting, at which a quorum is present, any business may be 
transacted which might have been transacted at the meeting, which was 



 

adjourned. 
 
4.6 The minutes of each meeting shall be prepared and distributed to Board 

Members and alternates upon request to any county commissioner, city or 
county manager promptly after each meeting. The minutes of each meeting and 
any corrections thereof, duly adopted, shall be signed by the presiding officer and 
retained in a permanent file. 

 
Article V 
Officers 

 
5.1  The officers of the Association and Board of Directors, to be chosen by the 

members, shall be a chairman, vice-chairman, treasurer, and shall be voting 
members of the Board. 

 
5.2 All officers shall be elected by the Board and shall serve for a term of one year and 

until their successors are elected and shall have been qualified. Election of officers 
will take place at the April meeting.  

 
5.3 An officer elected by the members of the Association may be removed at any 

time with cause by the affirmative vote of the majority of the members of the 
Association. Any vacancy occurring in any office shall be filled for the unexpired 
term thereof by the members in the same manner as provided for elections. 

 
5.4  The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Association and Board. The 

Chairman shall execute all instruments for and on behalf of the Association as 
directed by a majority vote of the Board. 

 
5.5  The vice-chairman shall in the absence or disability of the chairman perform the 

duties and exercise the powers for the chairman. 
 
5.6  The treasurer shall have the responsibility to insure that proper procedures are 

adopted for the custody of funds of the Association and for full and accurate 
accounts of receipts and disbursements. All moneys shall be deposited in the 
name and to the credit of the Association in such depositories as may be 
designated by the Association. The treasurer shall have the responsibility to 
insure that proper procedures are adopted for disbursing funds of the Association 
as ordered by members, taking proper vouchers for such disbursements, and 
that an account of transactions and of the financial condition of the Association 
be audited and/or a compilation audit be done if under a $500,000 budget and 
reported as required by the members of State and Federal Statutes. 

 
 
5.7 The officers shall perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be 

prescribed by members. 
 

Article VI 
Personnel 

 
6.1 The Association may employ an executive director who shall be the chief 



 

administrative officer of the Association and shall be in charge of and responsible 
for the administration of the functions, services, and offices of the Association, 
subject however, to the policies established by the Board. The executive director 
shall, with the advice of the Association Board or appropriate committees, make 
appointments of staff personnel, prepare a recommended budget, prepare 
reports and publication, and direct the work of the staff. The executive director 
may testify before appropriate public bodies or committees thereof on such 
policies and recommendations as may be adopted and approved by the Board 
and may consult and confer with appropriate public officials on behalf of the 
Association in connection with the program of the Association. 

 
6.2 The executive director shall from time to time recommend to the Board the size 

of the staff required and the composition thereof. The executive director shall 
appoint such personnel as are authorized. Promotions and salaries shall be 
determined by the Board, which shall receive and consider the recommendations 
of the executive director. 

 
6.3  All staff personnel shall be subject to such personnel policies as may, from time 

to time, be established by the Board. 
 

Article VII 
Committees 

 
7.1 There may be such committees, as the Chairman of the Board, with the approval 

of the Board, shall from time to time designate. The members of any said 
committee shall be appointed by the Chairman and shall have such authority and 
perform such duties as the members shall designate by resolution. 

 
 

Article VIII 
Fiscal Year 

 
8.1 The fiscal year of the Association shall be from January 1 to December 31. 
 
 
 

Article IX 
Budget 

9.1 Annually the executive director shall prepare a work program setting forth the 
proposed activities and work of the Association for the ensuing fiscal year and 
the budget and staff requirements for such programs which shall be used as the 
operating guide for the Association for the year. 

 
 
 
9.2 A budget to underwrite the aforesaid work program shall be prepared by the 

executive director, which shall be submitted to the Board for Approval. The 
budget, as approved by the Board, shall be submitted to the Association for 
adoption or amendment and adoption, in sufficient time to present to the units of 
local government within the region for action at least 60 days prior to the end of 



 

the Association’s fiscal year. The budget as adopted by the board shall be 
presented to political subdivisions for appropriate action by each pursuant to the 
provisions of State law. 

 
9.3 The Board shall consult with and assist the executive director in the preparation 

of the budget to the Association and to the parties to the agreement and 
resolution; it shall review proposals for budget changes, amendments and 
transfers of funds between accounts that may be made throughout the year, and 
shall have the authority to approve changes, amendments or transfers. 

 
Article X 

Annual Report 
 

10.1 The executive director shall prepare an annual report setting forth the activities 
and work of the Association for the previous fiscal year. The annual report shall 
be submitted to the Association for adoption. 

 
10.2 Upon adoption the annual report shall be submitted to the local governments 

within the region, to the members of the state legislature representing any district 
which is within or partly within the region, and to the State Department of Local 
Affairs. The annual report shall also be made available to the general public. 

 
Article XI 

Advisory Committees 
 

11.1 The Chairman from time to time may deem it desirable and necessary to 
establish or abolish advisory committees. 

 
11.2 The membership of these committees shall be appointed by the Chairman, with 

membership open to any official from a member city or county. 
 
 
 
11.3 The committee will function within the guidelines stipulated by the Chairman, and 

may, consistent with policies established by the Association elect from their 
members officers appropriate for the conduct of their business. 

 
 
 

Article XII 
General 

 
12.1 The Association shall be a body politic and corporate, with power to sue and be 

sued. It shall be liable on its undertakings, contractual or otherwise. The 
individual members thereof and the cooperating governing bodies or officials and 
boards shall not be liable on the undertakings of the Association, contractual or 
otherwise, regardless of the procedure by which such undertakings, or any of 
them, may be entered into. 

 
12.2 The Association may provide requested services or technical assistance to any 



 

county or municipality outside the Association by agreement between its board of 
county commissioners, or governing body and the Association. 

 
12.3 Written notice of intent to withdraw shall be given to the Association at the next 

regular meeting prior to date of intended withdrawal. In the event of withdrawal of 
a county or municipality, no refund shall be made of any moneys paid to the 
Association. 

 
12.4 In any case where a provision of these By-laws or an amendment hereto may be 

in conflict with the agreement and resolution establishing the Association and any 
amendments thereto, said agreement and resolution and any amendments 
thereto shall prevail. 

 
 

Article XIII 
Amendments 

 
13.1 The By-laws of the Association may be amended by the majority vote of the members 

present at any regular meeting or at any special meeting thereof at which a quorum is 
present, provided that the notice of such regular or special meeting shall include a 
reference to the proposed amendment. Proposed amendments to these By-laws shall 
be submitted to members 30 days prior to any regular or special meeting at which the 
amendments would be considered. 

 
 

Amended: April 1, 1982 
Amended: April 2, 1987 
Amended: Feb 3, 2000  
Amended: Sept. 7, 2006 
Amended: Feb. 5, 2009 
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