
MINUTES 
SPBCIAL MEETING 

GRAND JUNCTION PLANNING COMMISSION 
Wednesday — August 5, 1959 — 8:00 A. M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM - CITY HALL 
A s p e c i a l meeting of the Grand J u n c t i o n Planning Commission was h e l d 
i n the Conference Room at the C i t y H a l l at 8:00 A. M,, Wednesday, 
August 5, 1959, w i t h the f o l l o w i n g members present: 
Chairman Glen Hopper, Mrs. F. A. Brumbaugh, Mrs. Cleo Diemer, Mr. 
Rudy Harras, Mr. A l e x Bauer, Mr. V. L. Colony, Mr. Claud Smith, Mr. 
Robert Van Deusen, and Secretary R. E. Cheever. 
Absent: None. 
A l s o present: Councilmen Strnad and Hadden, Regional Planning 
D i r e c t o r Gene A l l e n , C i t y Engineer A l s t a t t , Park Supt. Ralph Stocker, 
Chief of P o l i c e Johnson, F i r e C h i e f Kreps, and Mr. Pat Gormley of 
the Chamber of Commerce. 
The meeting was c a l l e d to order by Chairman Hopper who s a i d that t h i s 
s p e c i a l meeting had been c a l l e d to consider one item: The L i n c o l n 
Park redevelopment p l a n . He explained that t h i s had been brought up 
at the March meeting of the Regional Planning Commission and r e f e r r e d 
to the C i t y Planning Commission f o r t h e i r judgement on the matter. 
He then turned the meeting over to Regional Planning D i r e c t o r Gene 
A l l e n . 

Mr. A l l e n s t a t e d that the Regional Planning Executive Committee*s 
main c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h e i r study was the need of a C i v i c Auditorium, 
and the l o c a t i o n of L i n c o l n Park was the r e s u l t of t h e i r study. 
In choosing the l o c a t i o n of t h i s type of f a c i l i t y , a number of f a c t o r s 
should be considered: the a v a i l a b i l i t y of u t i l i t i e s ; the a v a i l a b i l i -
t y of accommodations (motels, etc.) to handle conventions and out-
of-town v i s i t o r s ; t r a f f i c c i r c u l a t i o n p l a n ; the number of s t r e e t s 
a v a i l a b l e to use i n g e t t i n g to and from the area. 
Mr. A l l e n then s a i d that the plan f o r the redevelopment of L i n c o l n 
Park which he had to present was a p r e l i m i n a r y p l a n , and should be 
considered as such. P o s s i b l y the f i r s t question would be, "How are 
we going to pay f o r t h i s , w i t h an already heavy tax burden on the 
tax payers?" He pointed out that i n t h i s p l a n , there i s an area 
designated as a "business area" which might be the answer. In b r i e f , 
Mr. A l l e n s t a t e d , the plan i t s e l f has been set up i n such a manner 
that we have more or l e s s a land use p l a n — much as i f we were 
planning a new c i t y or a land use p l a n f o r the e n t i r e C i t y of Grand 
J u n c t i o n . 
He then showed a map of the proposed p l a n , which was d i v i d e d up i n t o 
f i v e d i f f e r e n t areas c o n t a i n i n g a great v a r i e t y of r e c r e a t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s and embodying the idea of moving the present nine-hole 
M u n i c i p a l Golf course to a new l o c a t i o n and u t i l i z i n g a l l of that 
area as park area, s i n c e most of the e x i s t i n g r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s 
i n L i n c o l n Park are over-crowded. By s e l l i n g some of the Park area 
along North Avenue f o r businesses, which would b r i n g a good p r i c e 
because of the l o c a t i o n , acreage f o r an 18-hole Golf Course i n some 
o u t l y i n g area where land i s cheaper could be obtained. The C i v i c 
Auditorium as planned would have a c a p a c i t y of from 4,000 to 5,000, 
wit h 1000 parking spaces provided, and the estimated cost would be 
around h a l f a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . 
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Mr. A l l e n s t a t e d that Grand J u n c t i o n compares f a v o r a b l y w i t h other 
c i t i e s of the same s i z e regarding the amount of park area i t now has; 
however, pop u l a t i o n w i t h i n the C i t y and outside of the C i t y i s 
i n c r e a s i n g f a s t e r than our park areas are growing. 
A lengthy d i s c u s s i o n f o l l o w e d , with some favorable comment being made 
on the establishment of r e s t r i c t e d businesses i n the Park; however, 
the general f e e l i n g of the members of the Planning Commission was 
against the s a l e of any of the Park area whatsoever. They agreed 
that there was a great d e a l of merit i n the plan presented and a l s o 
that there i s a need f o r t h e . r e v i s i o n of the land use of the L i n c o l n 
Park area. They were of the o p i n i o n that more parking area should be 
provided than what was shown on the plan, as they f e l t t h i s would be 
a v i t a l need i n f u t u r e years, and were not opposed to the idea of the 
establishment of an Auditorium i n the area. 
They a l s o agreed that the present 9~hole Golf Course i s not adequate 
and cannot be expanded i n t h i s present area; a l s o , that t h i s i s not 
a good l o c a t i o n f o r a g o l f course any more since i t has become su r 
rounded by r e s i d e n t i a l property. I t was f e l t that an 18-hole g o l f 
course would be j u s t i f i e d and could be supported i n t h i s community. 
The area now used by the g o l f course i s needed i n the park. 
I t was the o p i n i o n of s e v e r a l members that the land f o r a new 18-hole 
g o l f course need not cost the C i t y a dime, as there i s p l e n t y of 
land that a developer would no doubt be g l a d to donate to the C i t y , 
i f they would i n s t a l l a g o l f course on i t , as t h i s would improve 
the value of h i s land a great d e a l . F i n d i n g money to develop the 
course a f t e r the land i s acquired would be the b i g problem. 
There i s a l s o the p o s s i b i l i t y of o b t a i n i n g some land from the Bureau 
of Land Management; however, i t was pointed out that the areas that 
would be d e s i r a b l e f o r such purposes w i l l not remain a v a i l a b l e 
i n d e f i n i t e l y and should be i n v e s t i g a t e d at an e a r l y date. There are 
some t r a c t s that do have p o t e n t i a l value f o r t h i s use. A l s o , 
although the purchase p r i c e of t h i s land i s very low, i f i t i s pur
chased the C i t y would have to o u t - l i n e a 20-year r e c r e a t i o n a l 
program and be bound to i t , whereas i f land of equal value were 
traded f o r the t r a c t , the ground can be used as the people see f i t . 
I t was brought out that the time i s coming when the C i t y i s going to 
have to work hand i n hand w i t h the County to encourage a City-County 
r e c r e a t i o n a l center to be set up. 
The Chairman s t a t e d that t h i s whole t h i n g i s j u s t an idea at present, 
but that he had hoped to f i n d out from t h i s meeting whether i t 
merits f u r t h e r study by the planners and the engineering department. 
He then asked i f the Commission would care, by open vote, to 
e s t a b l i s h whether or not they would favor the s a l e of any p o r t i o n of 
L i n c o l n Park. 

The f o l l o w i n g motion was made by Mr. Bauer: That the Commission 
go on record as not f a v o r i n g , at t h i s time, the s a l e of any of the 
land of L i n c o l n Park. Motion was seconded by Mr. Colony, and 
c a r r i e d on an 8 to 1 vote. 
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The Chairman announced he w i l l appoint a committee to work f u r t h e r 
on t h i s problem, and when there i s some f u r t h e r development along 
t h i s l i n e , another s p e c i a l meeting w i l l be c a l l e d of the e n t i r e 
Commission to hear and d i s c u s s t h e i r r e p o r t . 
Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Cheever, seconded by Mr. Harras, 
and c a r r i e d . 

R. E. CHEEVER, Secretary 


