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GRAND JUNCTION PLANNING COMMISSION 

Tuesday - March 19, 1963 - 8:00 A.M. 
Conference Room - C i t y H a l l 

Members p r e s e n t : M e s s r s . Bob Baker, Elmer N e l s o n , Ray Meacham, and 
Mrs. R o b e r t R u s s e l l . 

Members ab s e n t : M e s s r s . A r t Hadden and V i c Colony. 
"Also p r e s e n t : " Development D i r e c t o r Don Warner, Mr. Roger Kraehen

buehl from Anderson Independent Company, Mr. Leo 
Goetsch o f 1441 N o r t h 1 8 t h S t r e e t , and Mr. W i l l i a m 
H a l l , 2222 H a l l Avenue. 

The meeting was c a l l e d t o o r d e r by t h e Chairman. 

5.5 CONDITIONAL USE IN B-3 AREA RECOMMENDED 

Development D i r e c t o r Warner e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h i s seems to be a r o u t i n e 
m a t t e r and no doubt 5.5 c o n d i t i o n a l use s h o u l d have been i n c l u d e d i n 
B-3 a r e a when the o r d i n a n c e was w r i t t e n . He noted t h a t t h e s e uses a r e 
a l r e a d y i n the B-3 a r e a , governed by performance s t a n d a r d s , and by 
a d d i n g i t t o t h e z o n i n g o r d i n a n c e i t would make t h e s e uses c o n f o r m i n g . 
Any new uses would have t o have a h e a r i n g b e f o r e t h e Board o f A d j u s t 
ment and must conform t o the p l a n o f development. He noted t h a t the 
uses thus added would f i t as w e l l as the 5.3 use a l r e a d y a l l o w e d . 

M o t i o n was made by Mr. N e l s o n t h a t the P l a n n i n g Commission recommend 
t o the C i t y C o u n c i l t h e a d d i t i o n o f 5,5 c o n d i t i o n a l use i n B-3 r e t a i l 
b u s i n e s s use i n the z o n i n g o r d i n a n c e . M o t i o n was seconded by Mrs. 
R u s s e l l , and c a r r i e d u n a n i m o u s l y . 

RECOMMEND ALLOWANCE OF 48" MAXIMUM HEIGHT OPEN-TYPE FENCES IN FRONT 
YAWS" 

Development D i r e c t o r Warner s a i d t h a t f e n c e r e g u l a t i o n s have l e d t o 
n o t h i n g but t r o u b l e i n t h e p a s t and t h a t he f e l t t h e r e would be no 
g r e a t demand f o r f r o n t y a r d f e n c e s i f a l l f e n c e r e g u l a t i o n s were 
dropped and o n l y t h e f o l l o w i n g t h r e e c o n d i t i o n s imposed: 

(1) Fences must be b u i l t on p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y and can go 
o n l y t o t h e p r o p e r t y l i n e . 

(2) H e ight must be r e g u l a t e d on c o r n e r s because o f p u b l i c 
s a f e t y f a c t o r . 

(3) I f f e n c e s a r e over 6 f t . h i g h t h e y become a s t r u c t u r e 
under the b u i l d i n g code and a r e r e g u l a t e d by i t . 

He p o i n t e d out t h a t w i t h the p r e s e n t r e g u l a t i o n s i t i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t 
t o r e g u l a t e f e n c e s f o r a common p r o p e r t y l i n e between two p r o p e r t i e s 
when i t i s the s i d e l i n e f o r one p r o p e r t y and the back l i n e f o r t h e 
o t h e r . 

I n the d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e s u b j e c t , c o n c e r n was e x p r e s s e d by Commission 
members t h a t i f f e n c e r e g u l a t i o n s a r e dropped t h e r e i s the p o s s i b i l i t y 
o f 6 f t . h i g h f e n c e s i n f r o n t y a r d s . O n l y one i n a b l o c k would not 
o n l y s p o i l the appearance o f the e n t i r e b l o c k , but a l s o be a s a f e t y 
h a z a r d f o r c a r s b a c k i n g out o f d r i v e w a y s i n t o the s t r e e t . I t was 
noted t h a t an open-type f e n c e would h e l p to p a r t i a l l y e l i m i n a t e the 
h a z a r d s . 
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There was some d i s c u s s i o n as to whether t h e maximum h e i g h t o f f e n c e s 
s h o u l d be s e t a t 42" or 48" as i t was noted t h a t w i t h c h a i n l i n k 
f e n c e s v e r y p r o b a b l y s h r u b b e r y o f some k i n d w i l l be p l a n t e d a l o n g them 
and t h e r e w i l l be a c e r t a i n amount o f o v e r - g r o w t h , making the fen c e 
somewhat h i g h e r . The p o s s i b i l i t y of r e q u i r i n g 50 f t . i n s t e a d o f 35 f t . 
a t i n t e r s e c t i o n s f o r c o r n e r s a f e t y was a l s o mentioned. 

I t was p o i n t e d o u t , t o o , t h a t one o r d i n a n c e has to complement the 
o t h e r s , and i f the dog l e a s h law i s e n f o r c e d we cannot make i t im
p o s s i b l e t o keep dogs i n the y a r d s . 

I t was p o i n t e d out t h a t a l t h o u g h the h e i g h t o f f e n c e s may be r e g u l a t e d , 
i t i s p o s s i b l e t o p l a n t h i g h hedges or sh r u b b e r y t h a t o b s c u r e s t h e v i e v 
as much as a f e n c e and y e t i t i s not p o s s i b l e to c o n t r o l the growth o f 
the s h r u b b e r y o r the h e i g h t o f hedges o r p l a n t i n g s except i n the s a f e t y 
zone on c o r n e r s . Mr. Warner noted t h a t i t i s p o s s i b l e t o r e g u l a t e 
o n l y so f a r as peace, h e a l t h , and s a f e t y a r e concerned and not p o s s i b l e 
t o govern a e s t h e t i c s . 

Board members p o i n t e d out t h a t s i n c e i t i s not p o s s i b l e t o govern 
a e s t h e t i c s u n t i l a h o u s i n g code i s adopted, i f f e n c e r e g u l a t i o n s a r e 
dropped t h a t w i l l no doubt n e c e s s i t a t e the need f o r a d o p t i n g a h o u s i n g 
code t o r e g u l a t e c o n d i t i o n s t h a t c o u l d a r i s e from t h i s s i t u a t i o n . 

The p o s s i b i l i t y o f s p i t e f e n c e s b e i n g e r e c t e d was n o t e d . I t was a l s o 
noted t h a t i n areas c o v e r e d by r e s t r i c t i v e c ovenants the p e o p l e them
s e l v e s can c o n t r o l such t h i n g s . I n such i n s t a n c e s , the C i t y would 
have t o i s s u e the p e r m i t f o r the f e n c e , but the p e o p l e c o u l d e n f o r c e 
the r e s t r i c t i v e covenant c l a u s e and p r e v e n t u n d e s i r a b l e s i t u a t i o n s i n 
t h e i r n e i g h b o r h o o d s . 

Mr. Kraehenbuehl 
R e g a r d i n g the p r e s e n t 30" r e s t r i c t i o n on f r o n t y a r d f e n c e s , Mr. 
Kraehenbuehl s a i d t h a t he now has 500 f t . o f 30" f e n c e on hands but 
has not s o l d any. He s a i d a 30" f e n c e i s not h i g h enough t o keep 
t r a f f i c o f f o f y a r d s or t o keep s m a l l c h i l d r e n o r dogs f e n c e d i n . 

Mr. Kraehenbuehl showed s e v e r a l p i c t u r e s o f f e n c e s which had been 
p r o p e r l y i n s t a l l e d and which improved the appearance o f the yards as 
w e l l as a c c o m p l i s h i n g t h e i r purpose -- k e e p i n g p e d e s t r i a n s from 
c u t t i n g a c r o s s y a r d s and k e e p i n g s m a l l c h i l d r e n and dogs i n the y a r d s . 
He s a i d t h a t a 42" fen c e i s the most p o p u l a r h e i g h t and the most 
commonly s o l d f e n c e , but would l i k e to ask t h a t a 48" maximum h e i g h t 
be adopted, as sometimes 42" i s not h i g h enough f o r the needed purpose 
He a l s o noted t h a t he was i n t e r e s t e d i n a t t r a c t i v e y a r d s and endeavorc 
to keep f r o n t y a r d f e n c e s as low as p o s s i b l e . 

Mr. Kraehenbuehl f a v o r e d a nominal p e r m i t f e e f o r f e n c e p e r m i t s which 
would r e q u i r e a l i c e n s e d c o n t r a c t o r f o r t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n . He f e l t 
t h i s would make peopl e r e a l i z e the importance o f c o m p l y i n g w i t h the 
fenc e r e g u l a t i o n s . 
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Mr. Goetsch o f 1441 N o r t h 1 3 t h S t r e e t was p r e s e n t because he has a 
4 f t . woven wood f e n c e i n f r o n t o f h i s p r o p e r t y w h i c h i s non-conforming 
s i n c e h i s house f a c e s e a s t . I f h i s house f a c e d n o r t h i t would be a l l 
r i g h t because i t would t h e n be a l o n g the s i d e p r o p e r t y l i n e and would 
be OK. He s a i d i f he would have t o go back b e h i n d t h e f r o n t y a r d s e t 
back i n o r d e r to have t h i s h e i g h t f e n c e i t would be too s m a l l an a r e a 
f o r h i s needs, and he needs a f e n c e a t l e a s t 4 f t . h i g h i n o r d e r t o 
keep h i s dogs i n the y a r d . 

Mr. H a l l o f 2222 H a l l Avenue was p r e s e n t because he i s i n need o f a 
fenc e to keep h i s s m a l l c h i l d r e n i n the y a r d . Because o f the way h i s 
p r o p e r t y i s s i t u a t e d he needs to f e n c e i n the f r o n t y a r d and a 30" 
fe n c e would not be h i g h enough. 

M o t i o n was made by Mr. N e l s o n t h a t t h e P l a n n i n g Commission recommend 
to the C i t y C o u n c i l t h a t f e n c e r e g u l a t i o n s i n the z o n i n g o r d i n a n c e 
be changed from 30 i n c h e s i n h e i g h t t o a maximum o f 48 i n c h e s i n 
h e i g h t f o r f e n c e s e r e c t e d i n f r o n t o f f r o n t y a r d s e t b a c k s , and t h a t 
they be an open-type f e n c e w i t h a two to one open r a t i o . 
M o t i o n was seconded by Mrs. R u s s e l l . The m o t i o n c a r r i e d w i t h a v o t e 
o f t h r e e " y e s " v o t e s and one "no" v o t e . 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was d u l y a d j o u r n e d a t 9:45 a.m. 


