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Grand Juncticr„ 'oIorado 

• Grand Junction council's inaction on sewer tap 
moratorium, flood plain map dominates meeting 

By George Orbanek 
Sentinel staff writer 

The Grand Junction City Council de-
liberated until slightly after 1 a.m. 
today deciding issues as varied as 
awarding construction bids and 
whether planters and canopies 
should be allowed in an alley between 
Sixth and Seventh streets. 

But it was action which council 
didn't take Wednesday night that dom-
inated the meeting. 

Specifically. the council tabled any 
action on a proposed agreement 
among the city. county and Grand Val-
ley Home Builders. Limited. designed 
to head off a possible sewer tap mora-
torium by increasing the city's treat-
ment capacity by roughly one million 
gallons daily. 

Additionally. council members 
made no decision on whether to admit 
a flood plain map and regulations 
which would make city residents eli-
gible for federally subsidized flood 
insurance. 

The council is expected to make a 
decision on the national flood insur-
ance program Sept. 20. 

Council members balked at approv-
ing the sewer agreement ater City 
Manager Jim Wysocki began to out-
line "a couple of changes" in a draft 
agreement hammered out earlier. 

One change, which representatives 
of the builders group were less than 
enthusiastic about. eliminated a refer-
ence to "first consideration-  of local 
firms for developing the interim treat-
ment plan. 

"we don't limit contracts." Coun-
cilman Larry Brown told representa-
tives of the group. while at the same 
time Wysocki was ack-nowledging tha: 
the city follows an unwritten policy :f 
favoring local firms whenever 
possible. 

The disagreement over who she::: 
be given preference for develoo:74 
the interim treatment plan, however. 
was not the key factor in the couric:'s 
decision not to approve the sewer 
agreement Wednesday. 

Brown asked that consideration 
the agreement be tabled after drar-
ing an admission from Wysocid that 
no ordinance establishing a S100 su
charge on all new tap fees had ye-. 
been developed for council action-  

Afterward, Brown explained his p:- 
sition by saying •-the only immediat-7.-  
involved in Wednesday's deliz,er-
ations centered on the establish-mem 
of an escrow account financed by the 
proposed surcharge. Without the es-
crow account, no interim treatment 
plan can be developed. 

Additionally, administrative oz 
cials told council members that inp= 
from the Colorado Water Quality Ctn-
trol Commission favoring constrtit-
tion of an interim treatment plaint a: 
the site for the new valley-wide se:: er 
treatment plant possibly could Imo-. 
options for expanding the exiring 
sewer plant. 

City administrative officials earner 
considered using more chern:tal 
agents as one method of increai.7..; 
the existing plant's treatment  

rapacity. 
That proposal. however. apparently 

__es not appeal to the water quali 
r:.ntrol commission as does construc-
t::: of an interirn plan: at the site of 
the new valley-wide sewer treatment 

ane, west of the city near the high-
way department's port of entry 
so.ation. 

Councilman Larry Rosisek said af-
:er.vard the position of the water qual-
i -.y.  control commission "throws a 
completely different light on the en-. 
tire program." 

After Wednesday's meeting. no one 
was predicting when the agreement 
wtuld be finalized. 

Paul Barru. a representative of the 
nonte builders group. said aterward 
the local professional organization 
yews the interim plan -as a three-way 
aareement" among the city, county 
and builders group. 

Ban-u complained that the city ap-
p-ears to have adopted a singular ap-
proach to the agreement which 
minimizes the role of the builders 
group and the county. 

The home builders organization 
has offered to back the project with 
S30,000 in initial planning funds;  plus 
whatever amount under $300,000 the 
sewer tap surcharge does not 
generate. • 

Barru added, however, that he 
views the city's approach as "a minor 
problem" which ultimately will be 
resolved. 

Brown, however, was one council  

member who would not predict the 
outcome of the proposed agreement 
"The eveztuaLities involved are not 
foregone conc:..:sions. • he said. 

That perspertive could possibly ap-
ply to the city adopting a flood plain 
map and reg-...lations in connection 
with the nat:ccal flood insurance 
program. 

Opinion was sharply split during a 
public hearing on the issue Wednes-
day. with homeowners living within a 
designated 	plain near the Colo- 
rado River generally favoring partici-
pation in the pro-zram. while several 
other 	residents opposed it. 

Homeowners living near the river 
pleaded for the city to take part in the 
program so that federally insured 
loans could be made available for 
home improvements. 

They complained that an Armr 
Corps of Engineers study already has 
designated the area a flood plain_ 
making them -pawns" in a dispute. 
over local versus federal control. 

Once designated a floodplain, fed-
eral financing is unavailable for prop-
erty in the area and conventionaL_.. 
financing is made all the more cliff-4.- 
cult to obtain. 

Opponents of the program termed in.. 
"blunt, bald coercion" by the federz__. 
government and urged the city coune 
cil to reject it. 

The council is expected to decidet 
the issue. 	has been considered 
on several cl:f!erent occasions sinve 
1974. at it_ next meeting. 
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