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Grand Junction council’s inaction on sewer tap
moratorium, flood plain map dominates meeting

By George Orbanek
Sentinel staff writer

The Grand Jurc:ica Ciry Courcilde-
liberated until siightly after 1 a.m.
today deciding issues as varied és
awarding consiruction bids ang
whether plariers and cazopies
should be allowed inar alley betweern
Sixth and Sevexn:h streets.

But it was action which council
didn’ttake Wedresday nightthatdor-
inated the meeting.

Specifically. the council tabled anyv
action on a proposed agreement
among the city. courvyand Grand Vei-
ley Home Builcders. Limited. desigred
1o head off a possitle sewerap more-
torium by increzsing the cin's eal-
ment capacity by roughly one miliioz
gallons daily.

Additionally. council members
made no decision on whether 10 adopt
a flood plain map znd reguiatiors
which would meake city residents eli-
gible for federally subsidized flood
insurance.

The council is expected to make &
decision on the national flood insur-
ance program Sept. 20.

Council members balked at app!‘O‘»-
ing the sewer 2greement efier Ciry
Manager Jim Wysocki began to out-
line “a couple of chznges” in 2 drak
agreement hammered out earlier.

One change, which represertztives
of the builders group were iess ther

r.thusiastic about eliminated e refer-
ence to “first consideration” of ioce.
firms{or developing theinterim tree:-
ment plan.

“We dont limir coziracts.” Coc
cL=zz Larry Brown t0id represe
of the group. while at the s&
@ Wysocki was ac‘:crou'e gmg _,:
neciny follows er unwrinen policy o}
favoring local firms whenever
possible.

T=ze disagreement over who shc2
be given preference for deveioy.zz
tne inierim treatrment plan, however.
was Lot the key fac or 1r Lbe c0\._.;':

a;:eement Wednecday

Brown asked that consideration =%
ine egreement be tzbled after dres
irg en admission from Wysocki :
ro ordinance establishirg a 8100 s
cterze on all new tap fees had ve:
beern developed for council action

Afierward, Browt explaiced his pz-
sitior by saying “the only immedicsr
iovoived in Wednesday's deli:
atiors centered on the establisame
of an escrow account financed by =e
proposed surcharge. Without the ex
crow account, no interim treat—e=:
pizk can be deveioped.

Additionally, administrative o=~
ials told council members that icp=
from the Colorado Water Quality Crz-
trol Commission fzvoring cons=w:-
tion of an interim treatment pla-: &
the site for the new valley-wide ses
treatment plant possibly could Ti=:
opiions for exparnding the exizizz
sewer plant.

City administrative officials eeri.er
onsidered using more cher: .zl
egents as one method of incree: .z
the existing plants treziz=

"

..I propo<31 however, apparently
s rot appezl 0 the water quality
-:erol commission as coes cons:mc-
=:z of an interim piert at thesite of
¢ new valley-wide sewer treat=ent
t. west of the ciry neer the high-
departmernt’s port of entry
-z1ion.
Councilman Larry Kosisek said af-
rerward the positior of the water qual.
control commission "throws a
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“ire program.”

After Wedresdey's meeting. Ko one
wz: predicting when toe agreement

=221d be finalized.

Paul Barru. a representative of the
zcme builders group. seid afrerward
<=e local professional organization
vewstheinterimplat "zs athree-way
ezreement” amorng the city, county
z=d builders group.

Barru complaired that the city ap-
7<zrs to have zcdopied a singuler &p-
proach to the agreement which
~:rimizes the role of the builders
group and the county.

The home builders orgznization
bzs offered to back the project with
$30.000 in initial planning funds, plus
waatever amount under $300,000 the
sewer tap surcharge does not
generate. -

Barru azdded, however, that Le
views the ¢iny's approach as "z minor
sroblem” which ultimztely will be
resolved.

Brown, however, wes one COuUnci

completely different light on the en-.

member who would rot predict the
outcore ¢ te prop osed zZTeement
~Tre everiuz.iles icvoived are not
ioregone conc.usions.” e szid.
3a1penspedive could ossibly ap-
ply 1o tme city edepurg al fiood plain
map arnd regulauons iz connection
with tme neuczal fiood insurance
program.

Opirion w as sh
pubiic ’e i3 e Wednes-
dey. with 0' iw‘wz within 2
Gesigre:ed fcod plair near “the Cciz
rado River gererally fevoring pamc'
patior ir t-e zrozram. while severa:
other ¢l residenis opposed it

Homeowrers siving cear the river
pieaded for tme ¢ity 10 tzxe partinthe
prog'am so -2t federally insurea
Joans could e mede available for
home izprove=ents.

They com=rlzized that an Arms—
Corps of Cmzizeers smox already has
desigraiec tme arez a fiood plain.
makizg 1hem “pzwns” in a dispute
over locai versus federal control.

1

arply split during =

ln

Once designeted a floodplain, fed-
eralfirencizgis unavailable for prop-

erty in the zreaz and conventionai . .

firancing is mzde &l the more diffi-
cult to obtain.

Opponerts of the program termed =

*blunt, bzld coercior™ by the federaz...

goverrmert zrnd urged the city coum
cil to reiect it

The coureil is expected to decic=
the issue. wiish nas been consideres
on severz. :..’:erem pceasions since
1974 at i rex! meeting.
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