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COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Office of Archaeology and Histeric Preservation
1300 Broadway Senver, CO 80203

HISTORIC BUILDING INVENTORY

| SITe NO.: SMEB204

Eligible for National Registsr ___ves no
date ________ initials

Criteria A B C p

Contributes to & potential National Register district

yes ____no district name:

Eligible for State Register yas no

" COUNTY: Mesa Crry: Grand Junction

date _________  initials
Criteria 8 b [ d -]
Areas of significance:

" HISTORIC BUILDING NAME: St. Joseph's Sisters Home

Pariod of significance

Needs data __ date Initials

‘l CURRENT BUILDING NAME:

LOCAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION: [ Jyes [X] no

Date of designation: N/A

H ADDRESS: 253 White Ave., Grand Junction, CO 81501-7820

Designating authority: N/A

P.M.: UTE township: 18 range:1W
SW % of NE ¥ of NWY of SWY of section 14

81501-4510

UTM ReFerence-12
Easting: 710410
Northing: 4327080

USGS auaD NAME; Grand Junction

Year: 1962; photorevised 1973 X175 [ 115

OWNER NAME & ADDRESS: Charles A. Buswell, 12468 Grand Ave., Grand Junction, CO
STrLE: Georgian Revival

Block: 88

Lot{s): 14 - 16
Addition:

Year of addition:;

" BUILDING TYPE:

[X] original location [} moved

Date of moves(s):

HisToric use: Domestic

PRESENT USE: Domaestic

" MaTERIALS: Concrete Foundation - Wood Frame - Brick Veneer - Asphalt Shingle Roof

ASSOCIATED BUILDINGS-[]yes [X ] no

Type:

STORIES: 2 SQUARE FOOTAGE: 4674 DATE OF CONSTRUCTION- estimate: 1950 actual:
Source of information: Tax Assessor's Records

PLAN SHAPE: north arrow ARCHITECT: Unknown

> Source of infermation:
404
& :,:: BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: Unknown
Source of information: |’
1454 ORIGINAL OWNER: Blshop of Pueblo
taso

Source of information: Lot and Block Books




ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:  Two story with hip roof. Concrete steps, diminishing in size, with wrought lron railing lead fo a stoop with brick half-wall.
Aluminum screen door over front door paneled with fan light. Directly above door Is a overdoor gable with raking cornice set on surface of wall. Front
door is set Into shallow projecting two story pavilion. Pavilion has a low pitch gable roof with fascia boards. Upper section of pavilion has a large cross
mounted on the wall and framed by a brick blind arch. Concrete sloop on east elevation leads to aluminum screen door and panel door with fan light.
Sloping metal canopy above door. Concrete foundation plerced by regularty spaced basement windows. Majority of windows are metal sash,
one-over-one, regularty spaced with brick sills. Four large and two small windows with brick arches appear on the first fioor in the south side of the east
elevation. These windows are metal casement, small amber panes with leaded frames. Light red brick siding. Dark red brick window sills. Dark red
brick water table with row of altemating light and dark brick headers abave. This alternation of colored brick also is used for the arched border in second
story above both doors. Dark brown composition shingle roof with boxed eaves. Square brick chimney on south elevation. A wood frame, one story
shed roof addition on south elevation has ribbons of metal sash windows, one-over-one. Flush metal door. Dark stained simple drop siding. Light brown
compesition shingle roof with boxed eaves. A broad cross gable is In the center of shed roof. A short, gabled wing projects from the west front of
addition. Thie area is enclosed by a chain link fence covered with viny strips. Along the entire west elevation is a broad shed roof veranda, supported

by full height squared posts.
Landscaped with grass lawn. A few small shrubs line the concrete walk leading to the north entrance.

PHOTOGRAPHS (include photographe showing each side of building and any associated buildings)

Film roll no.: 32 Photographer: Carolyn Howard
Negative no.: 16 Location of negatives: City Of Grand Junction

CONSTRUCTION HISTORY (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions). Re-roofed from wood shingles to asphalt shingies,
date undetermined. Addition between 10 and twenty years old. Additional conetruction or modifications not noted in Assessor's racords.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (discuss important persons and events associated with this building): According te a church history published in 1984, St.
Joseph's Sisters Home was completed in 1950 at a cost of $65,000. It included accemmodations for 12 nuns, a chapel, a dining room, community room,

and a parior.

INFORMATION SOURCES (be specific): Plat Map, Appraisal Card, Lot and Block Books, Grand Junction City Directories. Museum of Western Colorado
Research Library, “St. Joseph's Catholic Church: The First 100 Years,* 1984,

SIGNIFICANCE (check appropriate categories) THEME(S):
Architectural significance: Historical significance:
[l represenis the work of a master {] associated with significant persen(s)
[ possess high artistic value [] associated with significant event
[X] represents & type, peried, or method of [l assoclated with a pattern of events
construction {l contributes to an historic district
National Register eligibility:
Individual [Jyes [X]no Contributes to a potential district:
Crteria: 1A B 1C D fives [ Xlno
Area(s) of significance: Architecture District name:

Period of significance: 1950

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (briefly justity the eignlificance checked above): This bullding was the convent for the nuns who taught at St. Joseph's

Cathelic School. A chapel is on the first floor. A few nuns still kve here; but there are also apartments for priests from the church across the street. The |

addition at the rear is for serving meals to the poor. Although not eligible for the National Ragister, this house may contribute to a focal register.

INVENTORY COMPLETED 8Y: Museum Group Staff DaTE: 3/29/96
AFFILIATION: Museum of Western Colorade PHONE: (970) 241-9117
ADDRESS: PO Box 20000-5020, Grand Junction, Colorado 81502-5020 ProJeECT NAME: Grand Junction Historic
Resources Survey, Phase 2 "
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253 White Ave. , Grand Junction, Mesa Co, CO
1945-143-11-951 02/29/1996
Roil 32 Frame 16 View N Dir SW
5ME 3204
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