
 

To become the most livable community west of the Rockies by 2025 
 

 
 

1. Wireless and Broadband Master Plan Update:      Attachment 
          Supplemental Documents 
 
For the City’s broadband master plan, Diane Kruse with NEOfiber will give a 

presentation to update City Council on the work to-date, and will discuss next steps for 

expanding and enhancing the broadband capacity in the City.  For the City’s wireless 

master plan, Staff will provide an update and seek Council direction. 

            
2. First Street Design Concepts: 
  

The City's 2016-2017 Capital Improvement Program includes the reconstruction of 1st 
Street from Ouray Avenue to North Avenue.   Staff has developed a concept that not 
only reconstructs the street, but also meets future capacity needs, maintains current 
on-street parking, improves safety, accommodates bikes/pedestrians, and constructs 
aesthetic improvements that should help set the stage for private 
redevelopment/reinvestment in the corridor.  Staff is looking for Council feedback on 
the proposed improvements prior to public outreach/public participation.   

 
 

3. Retreat Topics       Supplemental Documents 
 
 

4. Other Business 
          Supplemental Documents 

 

 

5. Board Reports

 
GRAND JUNCTION CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2016 
 

WORKSHOP, 5:00 P.M. 
CITY HALL AUDITORIUM 

250 N. 5TH STREET 



 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

WORKSHOP SESSION 

 

Topic:  Broadband Master Plan and Wireless Master Plan Updates 

Staff (Name & Title):  Jay Valentine, Internal Services Manager 

                        Jim Finlayson, IT Manager 

                        Scott Hockins, Project Manager 

 

Summary:  

 

For the City’s broadband master plan, Diane Kruse with NEOfiber will give a presentation 

to update City Council on the work to-date, and will discuss next steps for expanding and 

enhancing the broadband capacity in the City.  For the City’s wireless master plan, Staff 

will provide an update and seek Council direction. 

 

Background, Analysis and Options:  

 

In April 2015, by an overwhelming majority of 77%, Grand Junction voters approved an 

override of Colorado Senate Bill 05-152.  That override allows the City of Grand Junction 

to take steps to improve the Internet services for our community.  As cities and towns 

across America compete for new business by offering high speed Internet services, it’s 

imperative for the City of Grand Junction to keep up in order to foster economic growth 

and development for our citizens and businesses. 

 

Broadband refers to high quality Internet services enabling faster and more reliable data 

transmission.  It is an evolving term which is currently defined as Internet service at 

download speeds of at least 25 megabits per second.   Broadband can provide access to 

a wide range of resources including education, entertainment, tele-health, commerce, 

and improved public safety services. 

 

The broadband master planning process is underway and will provide information and 

recommendations that will allow the City to make informed decisions regarding 

investments in broadband infrastructure and actions the City can take to expand its use in 

the community. The plan will solicit input from all of the various stakeholders – 

businesses, citizens, providers, carriers, legislative representative and City staff – to 

ensure a coordinated approach that accelerates broadband development, increases cost 

savings, and takes advantage of funding opportunities that are available.  It is expected 

that the plan will also provide direction related to code enhancements that will promote 

cost-effective broadband infrastructure construction in conjunction with City capital 

projects, as well as private utility and development efforts.    
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Proposed Meeting Date: 

 January 18, 2016   



 
 
Wireless connectivity has become an increasingly important part of our everyday lives. 

Cell phones used to be just a way of making a phone call when you were away from home 

or work. Now we use smart phones and tablets to shop, find restaurants, compare prices, 

buy movie tickets, bank, navigate, stay in touch through social media sites, and to dial or 

text 911.  

 

Wireless connectivity has become an essential tool for most families and businesses, but 

it is particularly critical for police and fire agencies. In response, more and more 

communities are preparing Wireless Master Plans to help guide the development and 

construction of wireless infrastructure. The City of Grand Junction and Mesa County are 

joining together to begin the planning process for this community. 

The purpose of the master plan is similar to the goals and objectives of other long-range 

infrastructure plans, such as roadway improvements and the extension of water and 

sewer lines. The master plan for cell tower sites combines land-use planning strategies 

with radio frequency engineering models to create an illustrative planning tool to help 

manage the development of future sites. A comprehensive approach to wireless 

development in Mesa County will help align the needs of wireless broadband service 

providers with government and community. 

 

Board or Committee Recommendation: 

 

There were none. 

 

Financial Impact/Budget:  

 

Potential revenue opportunities are available when public property is leveraged for these 

types of projects. 

 

Legal issues: 

 

The override of SB 152 allows the City to participate in future partnerships. 

 

Other issues: 

 

None. 

 

Previously presented or discussed: 

 

Part of general discussions to implement the Economic Development Plan and Site 

Selection study recommendations and, specifically, at the City Council Retreats held on 

January 16, 2015 and May 15, 2015, and the workshops held on January 19, 2015 and 

August 17, 2015.  The Broadband Master Plan contract with NEOfiber was approved by 

Council on September 2, 2015, and the Wireless Master Plan contract with CityScape 

was approved on May 20, 2015.  

 



 
 
Attachments: 

 

NEOfiber Agenda 

NEOfiber - Advanced Broadband Networks, Why This Matters 

CityScape – Public Land Leasing Opportunities 

Wireless Master Plan – PowerPoint



 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 


