
 

To become the most livable community west of the Rockies by 2025 
 

 
1. Insurance Services Office (ISO) Public Protection Classification: The City 

recently went through an Insurance Services Office (ISO) Public Protection 
Classification review and received an upgraded rating.  The Fire Department will 
present information about the ISO Public Protection Classification process, the 
improved rating, and steps the City can take for further improvement.   Attachment 
              Supplemental Documents 
 
 

2. Downtown Parking Management Study and Parking Fund Report:  In 
September of 2015, the City of Grand Junction and the Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) hired Walker Parking Consultants (Walker) to conduct a Downtown 
Parking Study. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the existing downtown parking 
system and determine if additional capacity is needed to support current uses as well 
as future growth and development.  

 
 Walker Parking Consultant Jeremiah Simpson will present an evaluation of the 

parking system’s financial performance and will present recommendations on several 
strategies to improve the revenue potential, efficiency, and customer service offered 
by the program.          Attachment 

                Supplemental Documents 
 
 
3. Other Business       
 
 
4. Board Reports

 
GRAND JUNCTION CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2016 
 

WORKSHOP, 5:00 P.M. 
CITY HALL AUDITORIUM 

250 N. 5TH STREET 



 

 

CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

WORKSHOP SESSION 
 

 

Topic:  Insurance Services Office (ISO) Public Protection Classification 

Staff (Name & Title):     Ken Watkins, Fire Chief 
                           Joel Arellano, Captain 
                           Matt Carson, Captain 

 
Summary:  
 
The City recently went through an Insurance Services Office (ISO) Public Protection 
Classification review and received an upgraded rating.  The Fire Department will present 
information about the ISO Public Protection Classification process, the improved rating, 
and steps the City can take for further improvement.   
 
Background, Analysis and Options:  
 
The Insurance Services Office is an independent company that collects and evaluates 
information from communities across the United States on their structure fire suppression 
capabilities.  The data is analyzed and assigned a Public Protection Classification (PPC) 
for the community.  The PPC serves insurance companies, communities, fire 
departments, insurance regulators, and others by providing information about risk.  
 
A community’s investment in fire mitigation is a proven and reliable predictor of future fire 
losses.  Statistical data on insurance losses bears out the relationship between excellent 
fire protection, as measured by the PPC program, and low fire losses. So, insurance 
companies use PPC information for marketing, underwriting, and to help establish 
insurance premiums for homeowners and commercial fire insurance.    
 
The City was last reviewed in 2006 and received a PPC of 4/9.  The recent ISO review 
was conducted in 2015 and the City’s PPC rating was upgraded to 2/2X.  Details and 
differences in these ratings will be part of this presentation.   
 
How this item relates to the Economic Development Plan: 
 
Improving the City’s ISO PPC can have a direct effect on the community economically by 
lower insurance premiums.  In addition, the City’s PPC can be used as a marketing tool 
when recruiting or retaining businesses.  The improved PPC relates directly to the 
following goal and action step in the Economic Development Plan. 
 

Goal: Create and maintain a safe community through professional, responsive and 
cost effective public safety services. 

 

Date: March 30, 2016  

Author:  Ken Watkins  

Title/ Phone Ext: Fire Chief, X5801 

Proposed Meeting Date: 

 April 4, 2016   



 
 

 

Action Step — Create opportunities to lower community property insurance costs by 
improving the Insurance Service Office Fire Protection Class. 

 
Board or Committee Recommendation: 
 
No Board of Committee Recommendation. 
 
Financial Impact/Budget:  
 
No financial impact. 
 
Legal issues: 
 
No legal Issues. 
 
Other issues: 
 
No other issues. 
 
Previously presented or discussed: 
 
Mayor Norris received a letter from the ISO informing her of the rating change.  A 
follow-up email was sent to City Council about the improved PPC rating however; this 
item has not been formally discussed or presented. 
 
Attachments: 
 
None. 
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

WORKSHOP SESSION 
 

 

Topic:  Downtown Parking Management Study and Parking Fund Report 

Staff (Name & Title):  Jay Valentine, Internal Services Manager 
                        Scott Hockins, Parking Manager 

 

Summary:  

In September of 2015, the City of Grand Junction and the Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) hired Walker Parking Consultants (Walker) to conduct a Downtown 
Parking Study. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the existing downtown parking 
system and determine if additional capacity is needed to support current uses as well as 
future growth and development.  

Walker Parking Consultant Jeremiah Simpson will present an evaluation of the parking 
system’s financial performance and will present recommendations on several strategies 
to improve the revenue potential, efficiency, and customer service offered by the 
program.   

Background, Analysis and Options:  

Currently, the system includes over 1,000 metered parking spaces, 180 time-limited 
spaces, several public lots, and a 448-space public parking garage located off of Rood 
Avenue. The City currently manages the parking fund which provides funding for one full 
time parking enforcement officer and one parking technician. Revenues from the parking 
system are used to support parking operations including the debt service on the Rood 
Avenue Garage (remaining debt payments are scheduled through 2028.) Though the 
system is currently profitable, the current revenue stream would not be able to support 
additional garages or other major capital projects unless pay parking fees are increased 
or other revenue streams are identified.   
 
The report recommends possible best practices used in other communities that could be 
applied to the downtown to help boost public parking revenues and improve efficiency. 
Based on the outcomes from the analysis, policy changes related to time-limited parking, 
meters, enforcement, permit allocations, and/or parking demand management could be 
considered. 

Date: March 15, 2016  

Author:  Scott Hockins  

Title/ Phone Ext:  Project 
Manager/1484   

Proposed Meeting Date:   April 4, 
2016    

 



 
 

 

Staff will also look for direction on what roles the City and the DDA/BID should have in the 
downtown parking system, and what changes should be made to the operations of the 
parking system. 
 

Board or Committee Recommendation: 
 
There were none. 
 
Financial Impact/Budget:  
 
The Parking Fund is an Enterprise Fund and budget impacts would vary on Council 
direction. 
 
The current parking rates are: 
 
$.10/hour for long term (10 hour) parking meters 
$.50/hour for short term (1-4 hour) parking meters including metered area of Rood 
Avenue Garage 
$10/month for parking on the top of the Rood Avenue Garage 
$60/month for parking inside the leased area of the Rood Avenue Garage 
 
Legal issues: 
 
Legal issues include possible enforcement, property ownership, and changes to the 
authority over parking management. 
 
Other issues: 
 
None. 
 
Previously presented or discussed: 

Walker’s contract for the Downtown Parking Study was approved by City Council on 

September 16, 2015. 

The DDA was introduced to parking issues on June 11, 2015, was provided an overview 
of Parking on August 13, 2015, and then appropriated funds on October 8, 2015 to 
partner with the City on the Walker study. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Walker Parking Consultants – Downtown Parking Study (Draft)
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