
LIQUOR AND BEER MEETING 
LOCAL LICENSING AUTHORITY 

CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 
MUNICIPAL HEARING ROOM, CITY HALL, 250 NORTH 5TH STREET 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2012, 2:00 P.M.  

 
HEARING OFFICER SAM STARRITT 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER- The meeting convened at 2:01 p.m.  Those present were Hearing 

Officer Sam Starritt, City Attorney John Shaver, and Deputy City Clerk Juanita 
Peterson 

 
II. APPLICATIONS TO RENEW LIQUOR AND BEER LICENSES 
 

1. City of Grand Junction dba Avalon Theater, 159 Main Street, Grand Junction, 
CO 81501, Arts 

 
 No one was present representing the applicant. 
 
 The application for renewal for City of Grand Junction dba Avalon Theater was 
 found to be in order and approved. 

  
 2. Black Dog Grills, LLC dba Genghis Grill, 2474-C Hw. 6&50, Grand Junction, CO 
  81505, Hotel and Restaurant 

 
 Mr. Leroy Sickler, Owner, was present.  Ms. Peterson reported the paperwork 

was in order and reports are in compliance except the Health Department has 
one outstanding issue.  Mr. Sickler addressed the temperature for the noodles 
by explaining this has been an on-going issue and that he has installed a 
refrigerator underneath the cooking table in order to be in compliance.  The 
Health Department just needs to come back out for a final inspection. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt approved the renewal contingent that inspection is 

satisfactory to the Health Department. 
  
3. Kuniko Corporation dba Kuniko's Teriyaki Grill, 2695 Patterson Road, Unit 11, 
 Grand Junction, CO 81506, Beer and Wine 
 
 No one was present representing the applicant.  Ms. Peterson read the letter 

submitted by the applicant regarding the stipulation they received in February, 
2012.   

 
 The application for renewal for Kuniko Corporation dba Kuniko's Teriyaki Grill 

was found to be in order and approved. 
 
4. El Tapatio, LLC dba El Tapatio, 1145 North Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 

81501, Hotel and Restaurant 



 
 Mr. Francisco Espinoza, President, was present. 
 
 The application for renewal for El Tapatio, LLC dba El Tapatio was found to be 
 in order and approved. 
 
5. Vin Hospitality, LLC dba 626 On Rood Modern American Cuisine & Wine Bar, 
 626 Rood Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501, Hotel and Restaurant 
 
 No one was present representing the applicant. 
 
 The application for renewal for Vin Hospitality, LLC dba 626 On Rood Modern 
 American Cuisine & Wine Bar was found to be in order and approved. 
 
6. Safeway Stores 46, Inc. dba Safeway Store #2625, 681 Horizon Drive, Grand 

Junction, CO 81506, 3.2% Beer Retail (Off-premises) 
 
 No one was present representing the applicant. 
 
 The application for renewal for Safeway Stores 46 Inc., dba Safeway Store 

#2625 was found to be in order and approved. 
 
7. Albertson's LLC dba Albertson's Food Center #897, 2512 Broadway, Grand 

Junction, CO 81507 and Albertson's LLC dba Albertson's Food Center #886, 
1830 N. 12th Street, Grand Junction, CO 81501, 3.2% Beer Retail (Off-
premises) 

  
 There was no one present representing the applicants.   
 
 The applications for Albertson's LLC dba Albertson's Food Center #897, 2512 

Broadway, Grand Junction, CO 81507 and Albertson's LLC dba Albertson's 
Food Center #886, 1830 N. 12th Street, Grand Junction, CO 81501 were found 
to be in order an approved. 

 
III. APPLICATIONS TO RENEW LIQUOR AND BEER LICENSES WITH OUTDOOR 
 DINING LEASE 
 

1. Rockslide Brew Pub Inc. dba Rockslide Brew Pub, 401 Main Street, Grand 
Junction, CO 81501, Brew Pub 

 
 Mr. Mike Bell, Owner, and Mr. Jack Ballenger, General Manager, were present.   
  
 Ms. Peterson reported all the reports are in compliance and the applicant did 

disclose the two incidents of October and December, 2011 but they were still 
pending at the time of the filing of this renewal.  They have been settled with a 
suspension and days held in abeyance with a fine paid.  City Attorney Shaver 
noted the applicant has put into place additional measures to avoid violations in 
the future. 

 



 Hearing Officer Starritt approved the renewal along with the outdoor dining 
lease. 

 
IV. APPLICATION TO RENEW LIQUOR AND BEER LICENSES WITH CHANGE IN 
 CORPORATE STRUCTURE AND LATE FILING – 42 DAYS LATE  
 

1. Western Colorado Botanical Society dba Western Colorado Botanical Gardens, 
701 Struthers Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501, Arts 

 
 Mr. Jeffrey Nichols, CEO of MDS (Mesa Developmental Services) and Acting 

Director of the Botanical Gardens was present.  Mr. Nichols explained the 
reason for late filing was due to the operating agreement between MDS and the 
Botanical Gardens getting in place.  There has been a transition time (gardens 
closed mid December and reopened April 20th) and he is certain with his staff 
that a late filing will not happen in the future and he understands that has 
happened several times in the past. 

 
 City Attorney Shaver said that he is confident this is a good fit and has no 

objection to finding good cause for the late filing. 
 
 Ms. Peterson reported the reports are in order; local police report is back on Mr. 

Nichols, but C.B.I./F.B.I report is pending. 
 
 Hearing Officer Starritt found good cause for the late filing of the renewal and 

the approval of the change in corporate structure. 
   
V. APPLICATION FOR CHANGE IN CORPORATE STRUCTURE – MASTER FILE IN 
 DENVER  
 

1. Red Robin International, Inc. dba Red Robin America's Gourmet Burgers and 
Spirits, 2530 Rimrock Avenue, Grand Junction CO 81505, Hotel and Restaurant 

 
  Add Treasurer & Asst. Sec., Stuart B. Brown, 145 Fairfax St., Denver CO 80220
  
 No one was present representing the applicant.  Ms. Peterson reported only a 

local background is done due to a Master File in Denver.  The State conducts 
the background and just sends a letter to the Local Authority. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt approved the acceptance of the Master File information 

on Mr. Brown. 
 
VI. APPLICATION FOR NEW LICENSE – RESOLUTION AND FINDINGS AND 
 DECISION 
  

1. Bocaza Western Slope LLC dba Bocaza Mexican Grille, 644 North Avenue, 
Grand Junction, CO 81501, Hotel and Restaurant 

 
 Sole Member:  Terry DeHerrera, 2693 Continental Drive, Grand Junction, CO 
 81506 
 



 Mr. Terry DeHerrera, Owner, was present along with Beth Watson. 
 
 Ms. Peterson reported the paperwork was in order and all the reports have 

come back in compliance except C.B.I./F.B.I. report.  She read the results of the 
survey into the record (see attached). 

 
 City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. DeHerrera if he agreed with the results read 

into the record.  Mr. DeHerrera said that he did.  City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. 
DeHerrera to explain who conducted the survey and how it was conducted.  Mr. 
DeHerrera said that he conducted the survey by introducing himself and what 
he was doing and that he concentrated on the businesses during the week in 
the morning and the residential on a Saturday morning.  He said Ms. Watson 
finished up the surveys which they spent time over two weeks doing. 

 
 City Attorney Shaver asked if he made attempts to go back to the ones who did 

not answer or were not available.  Mr. DeHerrera said he did not and neither did 
Ms. Watson.  He explained that everyone he talked to was in favor of him 
applying for the liquor license.  City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. DeHerrera if he 
surveyed Fiesta Guadalajara.  Mr. DeHerrera said he did not. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt asked Mr. DeHerrera how he determined the distance 

from the school.  Mr. DeHerrera said that with his other business he has a 
measuring/distance wheel and he measured it to be 621 feet as one would 
legally walk.  

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt asked if there was anyone who would like to speak on 

this matter, seeing no one he asked City Attorney Shaver if he had any 
concerns.  City Attorney Shaver said that he recommends approval. 

 
 The application for a new hotel and restaurant liquor license for Bocaza 

Western Slope LLC dba Bocaza Mexican Grille, was found to be in order and 
approved conditioned on a satisfactory report from C.B.I./F.B.I.  The City Clerk's 
office will prepare a resolution for Hearing Officer Starritt's signature. 

 
2. Junction Liquors LLC dba Fun Junction Liquors, 510 28 ¾ Road, Unit 202, 

Grand Junction, CO 81501, Retail Liquor Store 
 
  Sole Member:  Cody Ryan Snider, 2538 Brenna Way, Grand Jct., CO 81505 

 
 Ms. Peterson reported the paperwork is in order, the local background is good 

but C.B.I./F.B.I. report is still pending.  Fire and Building Departments will do 
inspections prior to issuance of the final certificate of occupancy (CO) as the 
inside of the building is still under construction.  Ms. Peterson read the results of 
the survey conducted by the applicant and it includes the results of the 
counterpetitions submitted (see attached).  Ms. Peterson said as of right before 
the hearing she has received 4 letters of opposition (see attached). 

 
 Mr. Tom Volkmann, Attorney, was representing the applicant.  Mr. Volkmann 

gave a background of who would be speaking today on behalf of the applicant, 



the location, type of establishment, and development of the area on North 
Avenue. 

 
 First Mr. Willie Schuman, the developer, came forward.  Mr. Schuman wanted it 

to be known that the applicant is his grandson.  He described the area and 
location and what was there previously noting this is a 6 acre site. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt asked who the owner was.  Mr. Schuman said In and 

Out LLC.   
 
 City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. Schuman if this is a condominium.  Mr. 

Schuman said yes.  City Attorney Shaver asked if the applicant is a tenant.  Mr. 
Schuman said yes. 

 
 Mr. Dan Wilson, Attorney, was present representing Mr. Don Comte, 2851 ½ 

North Avenue, and Crown Liquors, who will be presenting testimony regarding 
the counterpetitions filed. 

 
 Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Schuman if he was one of the circulators of the petitions.  

Mr. Schuman said yes.  Mr. Wilson asked if he signed as one of the owners of 
the buildings.  He answered affirmatively.  Mr. Schuman explained that eleven 
of the owners of the development and property signed the petitions, one owner 
signed per one tax bill.   

 
 Mr. Volkmann just wanted to confirm with Mr. Schuman that each of the units is 

owned by an entity and that the signer is a participating owner.  Mr. Schuman 
said that is correct. 

 
 Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Schuman if any of the owners had an interest in any other 

liquor license in Colorado.  Mr. Schuman said no. 
 
 Next Mr. Cody Snider came forward as the sole member of Junction Liquors 

LLC.  Mr. Snider would like to express that he is going to make this an upscale 
establishment.  He is a member of the North Avenue Development and North 
Avenue Owners to change the look of North Avenue.  He doesn't want to follow 
the course of North Avenue but to be part of the change, try to make his 
establishment on North Avenue a destination point. 

 
 Mr. Volkmann asked if Mr. Snider circulated any petitions.  He said no.  Mr. 

Volkmann asked Mr. Snider to describe how his store will different from others.   
 
 Mr. Starritt asked if the lease reflects the four units.   Mr. Snider said yes. 
 
 City Attorney Shaver asked if the lease is for units 202, 203, 204, and 205.  Mr. 

Snider said yes. 
 
 Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Snider if he was aware in general of the direct correlation 

or density of all types of liquor licenses in relation to violence. 
 
 Mr. Volkmann objected as it is highly irrelevant. 



 Mr. Wilson said it is highly relevant with the correlatation of the consumption of 
alcohol. 

 
 Mr. Volkmann said this is something that the Authority could ask and get this 

information from the Police Department. 
 
 Hearing Officer Starritt said he would not allow the question, and then Mr. 

Wilson re-asked the question of Mr. Snider if in his studies if he found published 
data concerning the concentration and their effect on law enforcement.   

 
 Mr. Wilson asked, on the license application, on the second page, if Mr. Snider 

left this blank next to his parent's name.  Mr. Snider said yes he did.  Mr. Wilson 
asked why?  Mr. Snider said that question was answered on the financial 
affidavit he provided with his application to the City Clerk's office.   

 
 Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Snider how much money his parents loaned him.  Mr. 

Volkmann said that is irrelevant and confidential.  Mr. Wilson said it is relevant 
to determine ownership. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt asked Mr. Snider if his parents did have an interest or 

not and if the loan was a just a loan to Mr. Snider.  Mr. Snider said they don't 
have an interest in Junction Liquors LLC and it was just a loan to him. 

 
 Mr. Volkmann did not have an objection to revealing the debtor.  It is Junction 

Liquor LLC. 
 
 After an examination of the Box 12 on the application, Hearing Officer Starritt 

said it is not indicative of a profit interest for Rodney K. and Karen L. Snider and 
they do not need to be part of the application. 

 
 Mr. Volkmann called Mr. Bernie VandeBoogaard.  Mr. VandeBoogaard is a 

Liquor Store Consultant and he has opened over 20 stores in Colorado.  Mr. 
VandeBoogaard explained he was retained by Mr. Snider to fill in the gaps in 
setting up his business from his knowledge and experience.  Mr. 
VandeBoogaard will assist with training and working with the local police to 
make sure this store is in compliance.  Mr. VandeBoogaard has looked at the 
neighboring liquor stores and knows this one will be different in items that they 
will carry. 

 
 Mr. Wilson asked Mr. VandeBoogaard if he did not intend to be paid until the 

license is issues.  Mr. VandeBoogaard said he has been paid in cash by Mr. 
Willie Schuman to design the store. 

 
 Next called was Mr. Tom Logue, who circulated petitions for the applicant and 

he explained how he conducted the survey.  Mr. Logue said he divided the area 
into quadrants and canvassed the neighborhood.  He would identify himself and 
he explained it was for a new liquor store, and identified the location.  He took a 
neutral position when circulating these petitions.  

 



 Hearing Officer Starritt asked Mr. Logue if he worked with Mr. Schuman when 
he circulated his petitions.  Mr. Logue said only to explain the process and 
instructions that he was given by the City Clerk's office.  Hearing Officer Starritt 
asked Mr. Logue if this was his line of work.  Mr. Logue said no, that he has 
been a land development consultant for over 40 years. 

 
 City Attorney Shaver asked Mr. Logue about the "no answers" and what day of 

the week or what time of day he conducted the surveys.  Mr. Logue said the 
time of day was 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  He did not disturb the residents on the 
holiday, or after 5:00 p.m.  City Attorney Shaver asked if Mr. Logue believed the 
99 "no answers" was a correct number and why he did not make an additional 
attempt.  Mr. Logue said yes and just due to running out of time.  Mr. Logue 
said Mr. Schuman came at the end of the deadline to help Mr. Logue complete 
the surveys. 

 
 Mr. Volkmann asked about how he approached the different areas and if he just 

went up and down the streets.  Mr. Logue said that is how he did it and 
confirmed the dates Mr. Volkmann read off the circulator's affidavit.  Mr. Logue 
said several people already had signed petitions previously presented and he 
indicated that in the "other" category on the exhibits.  Mr. Volkmann asked Mr. 
Logue what they said.  Mr. Logue said just that someone was already by and 
they signed those petitions and they were circulating for another liquor store 
owner.  Mr. Volkmann asked if the results of the survey petitions presented by 
the Clerk's office were accurate to his knowledge.  Mr. Logue stated yes.  Mr. 
Volkmann has exhibits he wants to show Mr. Logue.  He asked Mr. Logue if he 
recognized Exhibit A (see attached).  Mr. Logue said yes; this document was 
prepared by the request of the applicant, it identifies liquor stores in the area.  
He created it from the 2010 aerial photos from the City's GIS mapping.  Hearing 
Officer Starritt accepted Exhibit A into the record.   

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt asked how Mr. Logue identified the liquor licenses on 

the map.  Mr. Logue said from the City's GIS maps. 
 
 Mr. Volkmann asked Mr. Logue to look at Exhibit B and describe what this 

document is.  Mr. Logue said the applicant asked for a population analysis.  Mr. 
Logue used the census and mapping zones used by Mesa Country Regional 
Transportation Planning offices and used their numbers.  Mr. Volkmann said 
knowing the data on the left side of the exhibit has 2005 population figures how 
Mr. Logue used this information.  Mr. Logue gave a summary of his thought 
process using these figures. 

 
 Mr. Wilson objected to the submission of Exhibit B due to the most current data 

would be from the 2010 census and not knowing if it is describing the 
inhabitants.  Hearing Officer Starritt overruled and let Exhibit B (see attached) 
be entered into the record. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt called a recess at 3:50 p.m. 
 

The hearing resumed at 4:03 p.m. 
 



 Mr. Volkmann said, based upon the petition his client circulated, the results are 
credible, is the only head count that the Hearing Officer should consider.  Since 
the application has been accepted, he doesn't believe the validity of the blank 
spaces that have been brought up on the application is valid and based on that 
he requests the license be issued. 

 
 Mr. Wilson said he feels obligated to bring up now, even though this is not a 

formal court setting, based on the evidence before the Authority on the 
petitioners case, a petition to satisfy the needs and desires of the neighborhood 
inhabitants has not been met by the petitioner.  Mr. Wilson also stated that the 
applicant submitted no evidence relative to undue concentration. 

 
 Mr. Volkmann said that never has he heard that an applicant had to submit 

evidence of a lack of undue concentration.  He said all should keep in mind the 
position Mr. Wilson has is only triggered if he can establish undue concen-
tration.  Mr. Volkmann is not accepting Mr. Wilson's contention. 

 
 Mr. Wilson again said that it is the burden of the applicant for the statutory 

requirement to see if the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood under 
12-47-301(2)(a) and (b) are being met and asks that the license be denied. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt said he is going to make a finding.  The statue does not 

limit the examination to the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood but 
the Hearing Officer is to listen to anything that is deemed pertinent, and it 
doesn’t tell him what weight he is to give to any one item but to consider them 
as a whole.  He takes Mr. Wilson's point as being notable, that there were only 
52 people in favor, he doesn't think that is the end of the game.  To the second 
objection with respect to the undue concentration he reads 12-47-301(2)(b), it 
looks like it is an affirmative defense and he does believe that some of the 
letters that were submitted indicate that possible additional law enforcement 
resources would come into play, so that issue has been raised.  However, it is 
not the burden on the applicant to show that there is a lack of undue 
concentration, but he will reserve the right at the end to seek information as to 
whether additional law enforcement is needed. Hearing Officer Starritt denied 
the motion for these reasons.  The points that have been raised are not wholly 
irrelevant. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt called for public comment in favor of this license being 

issued.  Having no one come forward, he asked for public comment from those 
opposed. 

 
 Mr. Raymond J. Rose, 2851 North Avenue, Unit 4, who owns and operates 

Royal Industries located next door to Crown Liquors.  Mr. Rose brought up not 
only the retail liquor stores in the area, but the other types of liquor outlets.  He 
is concerned with having to bring in more law enforcement to the area and it is 
his opinion it is a great problem to bring in more liquor business to over saturate 
the area. 

 



 Mr. Volkmann asked what type of business Royal Industries is.  Mr. Rose 
responded.  Mr. Volkmann asked Mr. Rose in the last two years if he has had to 
call the police for any issues.  Mr. Rose said no. 

 
 Annette Hawes, 2931 North Avenue, said she is a resident in the area.  She 

agrees that there are plenty of establishments in the area to buy a drink from. 
 
 Mr. Wilson asked Ms. Hawes if she has seen law enforcement involvement in 

the area due to alcohol consumption.  Mr. Hawes said yes, she has seen stops 
made by Police for DUI and DUI checks. 

 
 Steven Fitzgerald, retired teacher, principal, and school administrator, and has 

conducted maintenance for several years for 2851 and 2851 ½ North Avenue, 
which is adjacent to the homeless shelter.  He has had a lot of interaction in the 
community.  Adding another liquor store is not going to be an advantage to the 
community.  The two existing liquor stores are meeting the needs of the 
community quite well.  He owns three parcels on North Avenue and they (his 
wife, sister and himself) were not contacted by the applicant or his represen-
tative during the survey of the neighborhood. 

 
 Mr. Volkmann asked Mr. Fitzgerald what his home address is.  Mr. Fitzgerald 

responded 441 Athens Way.  Mr. Volkmann asked if this is on the Redlands.  
Mr. Fitzgerald replied yes.  Mr. Volkmann asked what properties Mr. Fitzgerald 
owned and Mr. Fitzgerald said 2851 Units D & E, 2851 ½  Units A, B, C, North 
Avenue, but that he does not own them but participates in the maintenance and 
management of them.  Mr. Fitzgerald said that he was not asked to sign the 
petitions as the applicant would know his answer.  Mr. Volkmann asked what 
that meant.  Mr. Fitzgerald said it was due to his relationship to Crown Liquors 
being a tenant that he might be opposed to seeing more liquor stores in the 
neighborhood.  

 
 Don Arellano, 2859 Teller Avenue, lives directly behind Crown Liquor.  He 

frequents the liquor store and has witnessed people being asked for their ID's 
but just doesn't believe more liquor stores are needed. 

 
 Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Arellano if he was surveyed.  He said no. 
 
 Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Comte if he has something he would like to say.  Mr. 

Comte wanted to submit his letter in opposition marked Exhibit 1 (see attached) 
offered as Mr. Comte's objection and rationale.  Mr. Wilson said the attached 
pages of the liquor code was a mistake of his office and should not be attached. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt said Mr. Comte would have been able to submit the 

letter before today and make it part of the application but he didn't, so it is 
probable hearsay.  He will receive it, so Mr. Comte can summarize it. 

 
 Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Comte how long he has been in business in that area and 

how many violations he has received.  Mr. Comte said 19 years and 2 
violations.  Mr. Comte says he works hard to be in compliance.  Mr. Comte said 
that he was in opposition when the liquor store license was being heard for 



Eastgate Liquor and several other applications in the community.  Mr. Wilson 
asked Mr. Comte to look at the map he marked Exhibit A-1 (see attached) and if 
Mr. Comte would mark in red where he believed the distillery was located which 
is across the street from Crown Liquor.   

 
 Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Comte if he obtained census information for the survey 

area.  Mr. Comte said he did from the City, County and State.  Mr. Wilson asked 
Mr. Comte to look at Defendant's Exhibit 2 (see attached) and described what 
that is.  Mr. Comte said this is a letter he sent to Mr. Don Burmania of the Liquor 
Enforcement Division for the State of Colorado.  Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Comte 
about the handwriting on each page.  Mr. Comte said it is his handwriting and 
gave an explanation of what those calculations are.  Mr. Wilson said he would 
like to submit Defendant's Exhibit 2 into the record.  

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt said again as with the previous exhibit, it is hearsay as 

these could have been submitted prior to the hearing. 
 
 Mr. Wilson gave Mr. Comte Exhibit 3 (see attached) and asked him to look at 

this map and if he could figure out where Crown Liquors was with the colored 
dots. 

 
 Mr. Wilson submitted Defendant's Exhibit 4 (see attached) which is a blown up 

version of Exhibit 3 already submitted, showing just the survey area from the 
City's GIS maps.  Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Comte to describe the dots on the map 
and ask if he knows what establishments they are. 

 
 Mr. Wilson presented Defendant's Exhibit 5 (see attached) and asked Mr. 

Comte to describe this.  Mr. Comte said he contacted the Colorado Licensed 
Beverages Association which he said is a professional organization and asked 
them if there were any studies of undue concentration verses violence 
published.  Ms. Jeanne McEvoy sent this publication which is marked 
Defendant's Exhibit 5 back to him.  There were two studies presented 
(Defendant's Exhibit 5 & 6).  Also Mr. Wilson asked that Defendant's Exhibit 7 
(see attached) be submitted as the cover sheet of these two studies sent to Mr. 
Comte. 

 
 Mr. Volkmann objected to Defendant's Exhibit 6 being presented into the record 

as not knowing if it is submissable or if the document should speak for itself.  
Mr. Wilson withdrew the document. 

 
 Hearing Officer Starritt asked Mr. Wilson to direct him to the section of the Code 

regarding the undue concentration again.  Mr. Wilson responded Regulation 47-
301(4) which addresses the "published data" for the concentration and the 
effect on the need for law enforcement resources. 

 
 Mr. Wilson said he would like Defendant's Exhibits 3 thru 7 entered as evidence 

of undue concentration from the graphics and the scientific studies very clearly 
corroborates the statement of more liquor outlets of any type, then more crime. 

 



 Mr. Volkmann has no objection to Defendant's Exhibits 3 and 4 but objects to all 
of the others.  Mr. Volkmann said a report from the Police Department regarding 
the need for law enforcement resources would hold stronger than the reports 
submitted. 

  
 Mr. Wilson submitted Defendant's Exhibit 9 that was a memorandum from 2000 

that was submitted regarding a previous Liquor License application. 
 
 Hearing Officer Starritt reviewed the documents that he can consider in making 

his determination.  Hearing Officer Starritt rejected Defendant's Exhibits 6 and 
9. 

 
 Mr. Comte talked about liquor stores in the last 11 years since he has been the 

owner of Crown Liquor that have been added or left the City limits.  The reason 
why he brings this up is the economic highlights of these establishments.  He 
believes the City cannot survive the economic impact of another liquor store. 

 
 Mr. Wilson wanted to make sure that the counterpetitions were submitted into 

the record.  Hearing Officer Starritt said they have been. 
 
 Hearing Officer Starritt said the regulation does allow testimony concerning the 

use of law enforcement resources by law enforcement officials in the area in 
which the applicant premises is being located.  He will solicit that information in 
writing and each side will receive a copy of this report.  Hearing Officer Starritt 
will continue this item until the August 15, 2012 Liquor and Beer meeting at 2:00 
p.m.  At that time the Police Department will have time to make a written report.  
Mr. Volkmann stated he wants to address the counterpetitions that were 
submitted. 

 
 City Attorney Shaver said for clarification Mr. Comte's letter that was submitted 

referenced two attachments that were not submitted. Mr. Wilson said the 
attachments were the two studies and the memorandum that had Mr. Culver's 
memorandum.  One of the studies was submitted along with the memorandum 
with Mr. Culver's report.  Hearing Officer Starritt rejected both Exhibits 6 and 9.  
The attachment referenced on page 2 of Mr. Comte's letter (May 21, 2012 letter 
to Willie Schuman) was not provided. 

 
VII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 There was none. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
   
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:38 p.m. 
 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING – August 1, 2012 



 

 

 
MEMO:  Local Licensing Authority 
 
FROM:  Juanita Peterson, Deputy City Clerk 
 
DATE:   July 2, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Application for a new hotel and restaurant liquor license by Bocaza 

Western Slope LLC dba Bocaza Mexican Grille, 644 North Avenue  
 
Bocaza Western Slope LLC filed an application with the Local Licensing Authority on 
June 1, 2012 for a new hotel and restaurant liquor license permitting sales of alcohol 
beverages by the drink for consumption on the premises at 644 North Avenue under the 
trade name of Bocaza Mexican Grille.  The application and supplementary documents 
were reviewed, found to be in order and accepted.  A copy was sent to the State Liquor 
Enforcement Division for a Concurrent Review.  The hearing date was set for July 18, 
2012.  The Notice of Hearing was given by posting a sign on the property on or before 
July 8, 2012 and by publishing a display ad in the Daily Sentinel on July 6, 2012. 
 
In order to address the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood and the desires of 
the adult inhabitants of the neighborhood, the applicant conducted a survey.  The 
neighborhood was defined as the area bounded on the North by Elm Avenue, Gunnison 
Avenue on the South, 10th Street on the East and 4th Street on the West and includes 
both sides of the streets as the outer boundaries.  The results of that survey are as 
follows: 
 
Check the yes/no column if you support/oppose this type of license being issued 
because the existing outlets do/do not adequately serve the reasonable requirements of 
the designated area. 
 
Business Results:     FAVOR:   53  
       OPPOSE:     0  
        
Residential Results:     FAVOR:   53 
       OPPOSE:     2 
       
No letters of opposition or counterpetitions have been filed to date. 
 
There were 5 sheets of "exhibits to survey petition" that indicated 3 persons were under 
21 years of age, 10 people refused to sign, 84 no answers, and 5 no solicitors (see 
attached). 
 
The Grand Junction Police Department has investigated the owner for local criminal 
history.  They will be inspecting the property to ensure the Notice of Hearing has been 
posted in a timely manner and verifying that the diagram matches the establishment.  



The fingerprints have been forwarded to CBI for further processing.  Reports have been 
requested by the Grand Junction Fire Department, Mesa County Health Department, 
and City of Grand Junction Sales Tax Department.  
 
The number of similar-type outlets in the survey area is as follows: 
 

Hotel and Restaurant – 1 (Fiesta Guadalajara-GJ) 
 
The number of similar-type outlets in a one mile area are as follows: 
 

Hotel and Restaurant – 18 (El Tapatio, No Coast Sushi, Wrigley Field, 626 on 
Rood, Blue Moon Bar & Grille, La Bamba, Junct'n Square Pizza, The Winery, Bin 
707, Suehiro Japanese, Il Bistro, Dream Café, Nepal, Le Rouge, Dolce Vita, 
Breckenridge Ale House, Flying Rosters, Naggy McGee's Irish Pub) 

 
That concludes this report. 
 
cc: Applicant 
 John Shaver, City Attorney 
 Joe Patrick, Grand Junction Police Department 
 File 



 

 





 

 

 



 

 

 
 
MEMO:  Local Licensing Authority 
 
FROM:  Juanita Peterson, Deputy City Clerk 
 
DATE:   July 13, 2012 - Revised 
 
SUBJECT: Application for a retail liquor store liquor license by Junction Liquors 

LLC dba Fun Junction Liquors, 510 28 ¾ Road Units 202-205 
 
Junction Liquors LLC filed an application with the Local Licensing Authority on June 6, 
2012 for a new retail liquor store liquor license permitting sales of malt, vinous and 
spirituous liquors in sealed containers not for consumption at place where sold at 510 
28 ¾ Road under the trade name of Fun Junction Liquors.  The application and 
supplementary documents were reviewed, found to be in order and accepted.  A copy 
was sent to the State Liquor Enforcement Division for a Concurrent Review.  The 
hearing date was set for July 18, 2012.  The Notice of Hearing was given by posting a 
sign on the property on or before July 8, 2012 and by publishing a display ad in the 
Daily Sentinel on July 6, 2012. 
 
In order to address the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood and the desires of 
the adult inhabitants of the neighborhood, the applicant conducted a survey.  The 
neighborhood was defined as the area bounded on the North by Orchard Avenue, I-70 
Business Loop on the South, 29 ½ Road on the East and 28 ½ Road on the West and 
included both sides of the streets as the outer boundaries.  The results of that survey 
are as follows: 
 
Check the yes/no column if you support/oppose this type of license being issued 
because the existing outlets do/do not adequately serve the reasonable requirements of 
the designated area. 
 
Business Results:     FAVOR:   54 
       OPPOSE:     6 
        
Residential Results:     FAVOR:   52 
       OPPOSE:   23 
       
 
There was 1 response that was disqualified because they signed this petition and also 
the counterpetition.   
 
There were 145 "exhibits to survey petition" submitted, 6 - Not 21 Years of Age, 8 - 
Refused to Sign, 99 - No Answer, 21 - No Solicitations, and 11 - Other (attached).



 

 

 
There were no letters of opposition.  One set of counterpetitions have been filed to date.  
The results are as follows:   
 
Business Results:     FAVOR:     0 
       OPPOSE:     8 
        
Residential Results:     FAVOR:     2 
       OPPOSE: 130 
       
There was 1 response that was disqualified because they signed this counterpetition 
and also the petition.   
 
There were no exhibits to survey petition submitted. 
 
The Grand Junction Police Department has investigated the individual for local criminal 
history.  They will be inspecting the property to ensure the Notice of Hearing has been 
posted in a timely manner and verifying that the diagram matches the establishment.  
The fingerprints have been forwarded to CBI for further processing.  Reports have been 
requested by the Grand Junction Fire Department, Mesa County Health Department, 
and City of Grand Junction Sales Tax Department.  
 
The number of similar-type outlets in the survey area is as follows: 
 

Retail Liquor Store – 1 (Crown Liquors) 
 
That concludes this report. 
 
cc: Applicant 
 John Shaver, City Attorney 
 Joe Patrick, Grand Junction Police Department 
 File 



 

 





 



 
 



 

 



 



 





 

 

 



 
 













 



 









 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 


