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IMPROVEMENT, 
INC. 

A NON-PROFIT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION AN AFFILIATE OF THE GRAND JUNCTION AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

T e I e p h o n e 13 0 3) - 2 4 2 - 3 2 I 4 I 2 7 North 4th St. Grand Junction, Colorado 8150 I --
February 7, 1974 

Mr. Levi Lucero, Chairman 
Planning Commission 
City of Grand Junction 
Post Office Box 968 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

Dear Levi: 

Delivered with this letter is a copy of the plat for Colorado West 
Development Park which is owned by Colorado West Improvement, Inc., 
a non-profit corporation and an affiliate of the Grand Junction Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Our attorney and our engineer indicate the 
signatures are in order and we would like to have the plat considered 
for final approval. 

A preliminary plat was filed on this property some months ago. All 
of the engineering on the properties has been prepared for us by 
Nelson, Haley, Patterson and Quirk. 

Following filing of the preliminary plat, we applied to the Economic 
Development Administration for a grant to build new roadways, rebuild 
two existing roadways, extend the railroad, provide drainage, and 
general up-grading of this entire property. The entire acreage has 
been annexed to the City of Grand Junction. 

We have recently received approval of the grant from the E.D.A. and 
anticipate advertising the construction for bids in the near future. 
When completed, the area will provide economic opportunities for 
businesses and individuals. The total goal of our organization is 
to function as a creator of job opportunities for all of our citizens. 

During the interium period of filing the preliminary plat and approval 
by the E.D.A. of our grant request, the Planning Department has requested 
that the rights-of-way on D Road between 12th and 15th Street, and 
between D Road and Winters Avenue on 12th Street be expanded from the 
60 foot as prOposed in the preliminary plat to 100 feet. It was our 
understanding that the preliminary plat had been approved with 60 foot 
rights-of-way. Since the City will participate financially with our 
corporation in the up-grading of this area and specifically rebuilding 
D Road between 9th Street and 12th Street, we had included the 100 
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Mr. Levi Lucero, Chairman 
Planning Commission 
Febrw.y 7 • 1.974 
Page Two 

foot right-of-way on that section of our roadway plan with our amended 
application last fall. 

On the property bordering D Road between 12th and 15th Streets and 12th 
Street between D Road and Winters Avenue, we desire that the rights-of
~ay as previously suggested be approved~ Our reasoning for this request 
is as follows: 

(1) We feel that any major change in our E.D.A. application 
which has now been approved on the basis of the 
original filing could delay or endanger our grant. 

(2) Eighty percent of the land that would be added to 
the right-of-way on D Road from 12th to 15th Streets 
would come from c. J. Patterson Company /dba/ Holsum 
Bakers. We sold Holsum the property when we understood 
the rights-of-way were as on the preliminary plat and 
if the rights-of-way are expanded, it is Holsum who will 
now ·~ese- the property. In the proposed additional 
area will also be the Grand Valley Irrigation Company's 
ditch. The obvious difficulty of involving Holsum 
Bakers whose manager is also a City Councilman causes 
some conflicts that we would like to avoid. 

(3) The need for an expanded right-of-way on the east side 
of 12th Street must be obtained from both Seven-Up 
Bottling Company and Colorado West Improvement, Inc. 
Both Seven-Up and ourselves were under the understanding 
that the right-of-way was already established. 

We readily recoanize the need for proper planning and appreciate the 
excellent efforts of the volunteer commission and the staff. We would 
be pleased to visit with you, the planning staff, and the Planning 
Commission at any time regarding our plans and hopes for this area. 
We do not desire to inform the E.D.A. of a possible change of plans 
when we seem so close to completing the program. 

Kindest regards, 

~~~ 
Dale J. Hollingsworth 
Secretary 

DJH/klk 
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April 9, 1974 

t·1r. Robert D. Siek, Director 
Occupational and Radiological Health Division 
Colorado Department of Health 
4210 East Eleventh Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80220 

Dear Bob: 

On the long-range plan for roadways in our area is widening 12th Street 
south of u. s. 6 -- an overpass over the Denver and Rio Grande Western 
Railroad, and a Colorado River crossing to the Orchard ~1esa area -
connecting to u. s. 50 (a map is enclosed indicatinq the possible· 
hif)hway route.) \~e have been long-time supporters of the plan until 
the massive physical and psychological problems that were thrust on 
our community as a result of the wide use of mill tailings throughout 
our region. He simply question the desircabi lity of utilizing an access 
to and from Grand Junction that crosses the 55 acre uranium mill tailings 
stabilized storage area. 

From a mechanical standpoint, even if v1e had the funds and the appropriate 
agency (City, County or State) to build the road, \'tho (in your judgement, 
of the agencies listed below \·1ould have to clear the project? 

(a} Colorado Department of Health 
(b) u. s. Atomic En~rgy Commission 
(c) Amax Uranium 
{d) u. s. Environmental Protection Agency 

We are attempting to establish whether or not a road over-- or on -- the 
pile \otOUld be r,ennitted, and if 50 1 \tlhO has the jurisdiction to issue the 
authority. 

Any answers or suggestions you have would be appreciated. 

Kindest regards, 

Dale J. Hollingsworth 
:· .- -~"": :·1v"' \! { t"(~ !".-~c. ·1 dt!M 
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COLORADO [)[pJ.\BT i\JT FHEALTH 

4210 EAST 11TH AVENUE • DENVER, COLORADO 80220 • PHONE 388-6111 
IZ,t?tl'i ta¥W··W;.tN;n!l%"·# 11 'k tl·' Jtibt ;gp~ 

OCCUPATIONAL AND RADIOLOGICAL HEALTH DIVISION 

April 19, 1974 

Dale J. Hollingsworth 
Executive Vice President 
Grand Junction Chamber of Commerce 
127 North 4th Street 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 

-Dear Mr. Hollingsworth: 

In reference to your letter of April 9, 1974, regarding the building 
of a roadway involving the Grand Junction mill tailings pile, the 
Colorado Department of Health has a regulation requiring the stab
ilization of uranium and thorium mill tailings piles (copy enclosed). 
Certain requirements of that regulation will have to be met. 

I would suggest that you contact other agencies of the state and 
federal· governments who may have jurisdiction to determine the extent 
to which they may be involved. 

The map referenced in your letter was not enclosed. 

~ R~bert D. Siek 
Director 

RDS/ljw 
Enclosures - Copy of pages 100-101 of State Regulations. 
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PART VIII • REGULATION REQUIRING STABILIZATION OF URANIUM AND THORIUM MILL 
TAILING PILES (Radiation Regulation No. 2) 

RH 8.1 All uranium and thorium mill tailing piles and ponds from inactive mills 
shall be stabilized in the following manner: 

8.1.1 Ponds shall be drained and covered with materials that prevent 
blowing of dust. Water drained from the ponds shall be disposed 
of in a manner approved by the Water Pollution Control Commission. 

8.1.2 Taking into consideration the types of materials at each site, 
piles shall be leveled and graded so that there is, insofar as pos
sible, a gradual slope to ensure that there shall be no low places 
on the pile where water might collect. Side slopes shall be stabi• 
lized by riprap, dikes, reduction of grades, vegetation, or any 
other method or combination of methods that will ensure stabiliza
tion. 

8.1.3 If pile edges are adjacent to a river, creek, gulch or other water• 
course that might reasonably be expected to erode the edges during 
periods of high water, the exposed slopes shall be stabilized and 
the edges shall be diked and riprapped sufficiently to prevent 
erosion of the pile. 

8.1.4 Drainage ditches shall be provided around the pile edges sufficent 
to prevent surface runoff water from neighboring land from reaching 
and eroding the pile. 

8~1.5 The pile shall be stabilized against wind and water erosion. The 
method of stabilization may consist of vegetation or a cover of 
soil, soil containing rock or stone, rock or stone, cement or con
crete products, petroleum products, or any other soil stabilization 
material presently recognized or which may be recognized in the 
future, or any combination of the foregoing as may be required for 
proper protection from wind, or water erosion. 

8.1.6 Access to the stabilized pile area shall be controlled by the oper
a tor or owner and properly P.os ted. 

8.1.7 The pile shall be maintained in such a manner that excessive erosion 
of 1. or environmental hazard from radioactive materials does not 
occur. 

8.1.8 The owner of the tailing pile site shall give the Colorado Department 
of Health written notice ten (10) days in advance of any contempla
ted transfer of right, title or interest in the site by deed, lease,. 
or other conveyance. The written notice shall contain the name and 
address of the proposed purchaser or transferee. Prior written 

.approval o( the Department shall be obtained before the surface 
area of the land shall be put to use and it shall have been deter
mined that the radiation dosage to the public resulting from the 
proposed use does not exceed 0.5 rem per year • 

... 
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8.1.~ With the exception of use at a mill or for reprocessing at the 
site or another location, prior written approval of the 
Colorado Department of Health must be obtained before any tail
ings material is removed from any active or inactive mill. 

8.1.10 Detailed plans for stabilizing tailings piles shall be submitted 
to the Colorado Department of Health for review and approval 
prior to undertaking stabilization of the pile. 

8.1.11 The State Board of Health may waive individual requirements in 
regard to stabilization or utilization of tailings material if 
it can be shown that they are unnecessary or impracticable in 
specific cases. 

8.1.12 The effective date of this regulation shall be 45 days after the 
date of adoption. 

Adopted: December 12, 1966 

Price: $1.50 

_ _, 
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A NON-PROFIT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION AN AFFILIATE OF THE GRAND JUNCTION AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

T e I e p h o n e (3 0 3) - 2 4 2 - 3 2 I 4 

·· -~ --- -- May 13 • 197 4 

Mr. Harvey Rose 
City Manager 

I 2 7 North. 4th St. 

City of Grand Junction 
Post Office Box 968 
Grand Junction. Colorado 81501 

Dear Harvey: 

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

On May 11 1974 1 the City Council approved the plat of Colorado Hest 
Development Park with the change of right-of-way requirements. On the 
south side of non Road and east side of 12th Street. the demanded widths 
were extended from 30' to 50' from the street centerline. 

It was our understanding that the approval of the wider right-of-way 
on 12~h Street was contingent on a review by the Planning Commission 
and approval by the City Council of the need for a north - south crossing 
of the Railroad and Colorado River as proposed in the Small - Cooley 
Report of 1967. 

Our objection to the wider rights-of-way was not the desire to negate 
another needed river crossing. but to prevent a major road to and from 
our community from passing over the 55 acre uranium mill tailings pile. 

Attached is some data that I received from the Colorado Department of 
Health and a contact with the u.s.A.E.C. 

Kindest regards. 

1:)r-eo 
Dale J. Hollingsworth 
Secretary 

DJH/11< 
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