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FIR£T CHHf£11AN CHUHC~ 
1326 NORTH FIRST ST. GRANO JUNCTION, COLORADO 81501 

DR. TRACEY MILLER, Minister 
May 23, 1983 

Grand Junction City Planning Commission 
Grand Junction City Council 

.Dear Members: 

303-242-7204 

The First Christian Church is requesting approval to build a Sanctuary on 
its property located at First and Kennedy. The Sanctuary wil I be an at
tached building, located on the south side of the existing building. Draw
ing and elevations of the proposed building accompany this application. 

The proposed bui I ding wi II be used in rteu of the existing Sanctuary. The 
existing Sanctuary has a seating capacity of 225 poople. The existing room 
wil I be converted into anal !-purpose recreation room at a later date. 

The seating capacity of the proposed addition to the church is 350 plus the 
choir. This allows for the peak attendance and future growth of the 
congregation. If approved, the construction of the building will start in -· 
early 1984 and be completed within 24 months. 

The usage of the proposed building addition wi I I be the same as is presently 
available for the existing room. The congregation holds two scheduled ser
vices on Sunday morning with special services on appropriate rei igious 
hoi idays. Currently the first service is between 8:30 and 9:30a.m. and the 
second service is between 10:45 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Sunday School is sched
uled··between the hours of 9:30 and 10:30 a.m .. There are 105 parking spaces
(not Inc I ud i ng on street) on the property. This has been more than enough 
parking in the past, even for highly attended special services. We feel this 
will be adequate and wi I I allow for the anticipated growth of the congregation. 

The proposed bui I ding can be made avai I able for other activities, both rei igious 
and sectarian. The bui I ding is routinely used by organizations such as 
AARP (American Association of Retired Persons) and the Boy Scouts of America. 
Other groups have used the existing room for meetings and presentations. 
The addition of the proposed building allows the church to maintain its 
convient location and stilI expand its services. The existing location 
provides easy access and ample parking. 
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fiH~l CHRI~IIAN CHURCH 
1326 NORTH FIRST ST. GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 81501 303-242-7204 

OR. TRACEY MILLER, Minister 

The proposed bul !ding wit I be compatible with the existing building in style 
and appearance. The drawings show that the site wll I be developed in such 
a way as to allow easy access and maximum uti! ization without impacting the 
surrounding environment. There wi II be some increase in traffic due to the 
anticipated growth of the congregation. Most of this increase will be on 
First Avenue because it is the primary access to the building. 

The proposed building wi I I not increase the demand for fire and pol ice 
protection. The southside of the existing building has been the frequent target 
of vanqal ism because of the large expanse of glass. The proposed bui lding_wi I I 
reduce the potiential for vandal ism by reducing the amount of exposed 
glass. Other city services, such as water, sewage, and waste disposal wi I I 
not be adversly affected. There wi I I be a moderate increase in consumption 
due to the anticipated growth of the congregation. 

The design of the proposed building allows for easy access by the users. 
Special ::Jrovisions will be made to handle 1vheelchair users. The proposed 
bui I din:; wi II not interfere with the traffic flow to,· from, or around the 
bui I din:;. Access to the building wi I I be from the existing entrances on 
Kennedy Street, and on Sherwood. 

The Church Board feels the addition of the proposed Sanctuary will benefit 
the congregation and the community. As the population of the city and 
county continue to grow, it wit I be necessary for our church to increase 
the size and scope of its community involvement. The First Christian 
Church has committed itself toward expanding the congregation and meeting 
the needs of the community. 

Please address all inquires to Tom \'/hitaker at 242-7204, 1326 North 1st Street. 

Tom ~~hltaker, Chairman of Building Comm. 

~!~he Soard 

~ 
._.- ---~ ,•• r• _,...- -
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REVIE. v· SHEET SUMt "ARY 

FILE NO. 33-83 TITLE HEADING First Christian Church PUE DATE 6/12/83 

ACTIVITY - PETITIONER - LOCATION - PHASE - ACRES Conditional use for the addition of a 

Sanctuary to the First Christian Church - 1326 North First Street- Petitioner:' First 

Christian Church, Tracey Miller 

PETITIONER ADDRESS 1326 N 1st Street, G ,J 

ENGINEER·--------------------------------------------------------------

DATE REC. 

6/7/83 

6/7/83 

6/9/83 

6/10/83 

6/10/83 

AGENCY 

City Parks 
Recreation 

G.J. Fire 

City Planning 

Transp. Eng. 

City Eng. 

COMMENTS 

A more specific landscaping plan should be submitted for . 
review. It should be kept in mind that this is a high 
salt area and soil tests should be conducted to ensure 
compatibility. 

This office has no objections to this conditional. Building 
must meet U.F.C. & U.B.C. Detailed plans must be submitted 
showing fire alarm, smoke detector, and existing hydrants 
and water line or proposed hydrants. We would recommend 
you consider providing a sprinkler system for this structure, 
due to the large occupant load of persons. 

Impact Statement: This conditional use request is compatible 
with the existing neighborhood & conforms to the existing 
1st Street Policy. There is a concern regarding future 
demands for parking. The .impact statement suggests increases 
in the membership will occur. As currently existing, there is 
less than adequate parking as required. Some type of commit
ment should be explored and resolved regarding future parking 
acquisition. On street parking cannot be counted toward the 
overall parking requirements. The development schedule 

seems reasonable. 
Site Plan: 

1. The landscaping as shown is acceptable. 21 trees & sod 
as shown should be provided in conjuction with the 
development of the new sanctuary. Will this use irrigation 
water for maintenance? 

2. The existing vs. required parki.ng requirements should be 
discussed regarding future potential, as previously dis
cussed. 

3. Lighting & trash pickup is acceptable as shown. 
4. Pedestrian access -a sidewalk is shown, but none is 

currently existing along Sherwood. It should be. built 
to City standards. 

5. The new building must meet current fire & building codes. 
6. The handicap parking stall may create some traffic hazard 

regarding back-up etc. This should be resolved with 
Transporation Eng. 

7. Resolve all other review agency comments. 

The single angle parking space for the church van should be 
eliminated. If a parking space is needed in this area for 
handicapped persons, we can reserve a space or two on the 
street. A sidewalk is shown on the plan, will it be built 
as part of this project. 

Parking for church van should be kept on street. A reserved 
parking sign could be placed at designated loadirig area. 
Sidewalks shown on plat along West Sherwood Drive and Kennedy 
Ave. are not existing. These sidewalks should be constructed 
detached from the curb in accordance with City Standards. 
The three driveway openings on Kennedy Ave. should be replaced 
with concrete driveway sections per City Standards. A permit 
shall be obtained from City Engineering for all concrete work 
in the Pub 1 i c right-of-way. 
Asphalt pavement should be removed between the new sidewalks 
and existing curbs. 
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File No. 33-83 
Staff Review Summary 
Page 2 

AGENCY. COMMENT DATE REG. 

6/10/83 

6/13/83 

Public Service Gas & Electric: No objections. 

LATE 
City Public 
Works 

GJPC MINUTES, 6/28/83 

None. 

MOTION: (COMMISSIONER QUIMBY) "MR. CHAIRMAN, ON ITEM #33-83, CONDITIONAL USE - ADDITION 
OF SANCTUARY TO FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, I MOVE WE FORI-lARD THIS REQUEST TO CITY COUNCIL WITH 
THE RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL, CONTINGENT ON ( 1) THAT LANDSCAPING WILL BE INSTALL.ED AT THE 
TIME OF CONSTRUCTION OF THE SANCTUARY, AND (2) THAT A SIGNED AGREEMENT IS RECEIVED FOR THE 
ADDITIONAL PARKING PRIOR TO THE BUILDING PERMIT BEING ISSUED, AND ALL OTHER STAFF COMMENTS." 
COMMISSIONER DUNIVENT SECONDED THE MOTION. 
CHAIRMAN TRANSMEIER REPEATED THE MOTION AND CALLED FOR A VOTE. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY, 5-0. 

GJPC MINUTES, 7/26/83 
MOTION: · (COMMISSIONER QUIMBY) "MR. CHAIRMAN, I MOVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 28, 1983 
GRAND JUNCTION PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING BE APPROVED AFTER THE FOLLOWING CORRECTION 
IS MADE ON PAGE 14: DELETE THE PHRASE "TO LANDSCAPING" ON LINE SIX OF THE MOTION ON 
ITEM #33-83." 
COMMISSIONER SUSAN RINKER SECONDED THE t·10TION. 
CHAIRMAN TRANSMEIER REPEATED THE t10TION, CALLED FOR A VOTE, AND THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 
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CHAMBLISS ASSOCIATES/ ARCHITECTS 

June 21, 1983 

Review Agencies 
Grand Junction Planning Commission 
City Hall 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

RE: File No. 33-83 
First Christian Church Addition 
1326 North First Street 

Dear Officials, 

~·. --

The following are petitioner responses to the review agency comments 
received June 15, 1983. 

1. City Parks/Recreation 
A specific landscape plan will be prepared as part of the construction 
documents. The architect will review that plan with the Parks Depart
ment prior to construction. The designer will consult with landscape 
specialist concer~ing the soil conditions. 

2. Grand Junction Fire 
The architect will consult with the Fire Department prior to issuance 
of a building permit, concerning appropriate fire protection for the 
building and it's occupants. 

3. City Planning 
The church building committee will pursue additional parking prov1s1ons 
for this facility. The existing parking does meet the requirements for 
the existing use. (240 seats+3=80 parking spaces. 104 exist) The church 
currently provides additional parking space for the office building west 
across 1st street. An exchange to use their lot for church parking at 
peak use times will be explored. 

1. domestic water will be used for landscape maintenance 
2. see above 
3. no comment 
4. The sidewalk shown adjacent to West Sherwood Drive will be 

considered within the construction budget. The cost of attached 
sidewalk vs detached sidewalk, which includes sod and sprinklers 
for the detached area, will be considered. If at all possible, 
the project will include a sidewalk adjacent to the new construction 
area. A detached sidewalk cannot be considered adjacent to existing 

930 MAIN STREET, GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 81501 (303) 243-1956 
P.O. BOX 2104, GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 81502 
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First Christian Church Addition 
Page Two 
June 21, 1983 

parking areas on Kennedy or West Sherwood Drive because of the 
resulting loss of parking spaces. 

5. The new building will meet codes. 
6. The suggestion of a curbside reserved van parking area is a 

good idea and we accept. 

4. Transportation Engineer 
See above responses concerning van parking and sidewalks. 

5. City Engineer 
See above responses concerning van parking and sidewalks. No con
struction is anticipated along the Kennedy Avenue frontage and 
therefore replacement of the concrete driveway openings is not be
ing considered. If sidewalk is constructed at this location the 
replacement work could occur at that time. 

Appropriate permits will be secured for all construction work. 

6. Public Service 
No comment. 

7. City Public Works 
No comment 

If additional information is desired, please request. Thank you for 
consideration and review of our plans. We look forward to the completion 
of our project, which will serve residents of this community. 

Respectfully, 

~~ 
Tracey Miller 
First Christian Church 

cc: First Christian Church 
Building Committee 

Conni McDonough 
Chambliss Associates 
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