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GRAND JUNCTION CI1Y COUNCIL 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY: 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

DATE: October 21, 1992 
STAFF: Dave Thornton 

Comm. Dev. Dept. 

Staff requests that City Council adopt by Resolution the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Road Needs Study as an appendage to the transportation element of the 
comprehensive plan, to be used as an advisory document for the City in making future 
decisions regarding transportation and capital improvements projects. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Road Needs Study analyzes future 
road improvement needs for Arterial Roadways in the Grand Junction area in the short­
range (1995) and long-range (2000) time frames. The study has been completed and is now 
before City Council for adoption. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

NIA 

BACKGROUND I ISSUES I OPTIONS: 

For the past nine months the MPO has hired CRSS Civil Engineers, a Transportation 
and Engineering consultant, to work on updating a computer transportation model 
(MINUTP) updated last during the mid 1980's and make recommendations as to future road 
improvements needed in the years 1995 and 2000. The computer model looks at existing 
capacity and traffic on arterial roadways within the urbanized (MPO) area and then by using 
low growth landuse assumptions for population and employment, the model projects the 
future capacities that are needed for each road in the network. Those recommended 
improvements for all major and minor arterial roadways are included in the attached 
summary. The study will be a tool for the City in petitioning the Colorado Department of 
Transportation for local State Highway capital improvement projects and MPO projects. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Staff recommends and encourages adoption of this study. The planning Commission 
voted 5-0 recommending that City Council approve this. 
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ecommended Improvements 

1995 Recommended Improvements 
0 North Avenue, 1-70 B West to 1-70 BEast 

Add exclusive right turn lanes along North Avenue at major signalized cross-street intersections. 

0 1st Street/Ute A venue/Pitkin A venue, Colorado A venue to 2nd Street 
Make improvements to the curved transition between 1st Avenue and the one-way couplet of Ute 
A venue and Pitkin A venue. 

0 1st Street, Grand A venue to Ute A venue 
Widen the existing four through travel lanes to six through lanes, with left-turn lane, by removing 
parking and restriping. 

!:! Ute A venue/Pitkin A venue, 2nd Street to 9th Street 
Widen each existing two lane street to three lanes by primarily removing on-street parking and 
restriping. 

0 9th Street, Pitkin A venue to D Road 
Widen to four lanes and improve the at-grade railroad crossing 

0 25 Road, 1-70 B to Patterson Road 
Widen to add left-turn lanes. 

The total cost (in 1992 dollars) for 1995 recommendations is estimated to be $3,700,000. 
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2000 Recommended Improvements 
0 1st Street, Orchard A venue to Patterson Road 

Widen to add left-tum lanes. 

0 Riverside Neighborhood new minor arterial, Broadway/River Road to 5th Street/4th Avenue 
Construct a new four lane minor arterial with left turn lane. 

0 River Road, Redlands Parkway to Broadway 
Widen to add left-turn lane. 

0 241/2 Road or 25 Road, River Road to 1-70 B 
construct new two lane minor arterial with left-tum lane. 

0 29 Road, US 50 to 1-70 

• 1st Segment: D Road to Nonh Avenue 
Widen and construct to four lanes with left-turn lane. Construct an interchange with I-70 B. 
Construct a four lane bridge over the D&RGW railroad tracks. 

• 2nd Segment: US 50 to D Road 
Widen existing sections/construct new sections to two lanes with left-tum lane. Construct a two 
lane bridge over the Colorado River. 

• 3rd Segment: Nonh Avenue to I-70 
Widen to four lanes with left-tum lane. Construct interchange with I-70. 

The total cost (in 1992 dollars) for 2000 recommendations is estimated to be $29,000,000. 

LEGEND 

...... Road Widemng 

- NewRoad 

+ New8ridgo 

* Now lntermango 

3 

\~ ~ l ~ 
I II_,! 
I ' I ' 1.,._ .. , 

I I !I 
CBD Inset 


