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February 23, 1995
Grand Junction Community Development Department
Flanning » Zoning » Gode Enforcement
250 North Fifth Street

Mr. John Gammill Grand Junction, Colorade 81501-2668

Projects Coordinator, Maintenance Departfa@ft 2444730 FAX (303) 244-1599

Mesa County Valley School District 51

2115 Grand Avenue

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

Dear John,

Enclosed is a copy of the letter | mentioned to you that the Colorado Historical
Society wrote to the property owner of the St. Regis Hotel at the time the Regis was
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. | believe it may answer
some of the questions that you may have regarding the restrictions placed upon
properties designated as historic. The same information provided in the letter would
apply to the School District and its properties that are already designated (e.g. R-5)
or are being contemplated for inclusion (e.g. Emerson) on the national, state or local
register. The only exception is the information about tax incentives which, as we
discussed previously, would not apply to the School District. The same information
is also applicable whether properties are listed on any of the three registers;
however, the letter states that only State and National Register properties are
eligible for grants from the State Historical Fund. That policy has since changed to
include eligibility for properties on local registers as well.

If you have not done so already, | would encourage you to contact the National
Trust for Historic Preservation Mountains/Plains Regional Office (303/623-1504) or
the Colorado Historical Society (303/866-4681) for further information about the
historic designation of the District's properties.

Let me know if there is anything else | can assist you with. | look forward to working
with the School District on some of its historic properties throughout the community.

Sincerely,

Kristen Ashbeck
Planner

Fr
r&);i) Printed on recycled paper
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MESA COUNTY VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 51

Administrative Service Center
2115 Grand Avenue
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT Telephone (303) 245-2422
Cal Clark, Supervisor FAX {303) 245-6045

March 23, 1995

City of Grand Junction
Community Development
250 North 5th Street
Grand Junction, CO 81501

Attn: Kristen Ashbeck

Dear Kris:

Please accept this letter as approval for Mr. Frank Preuss to proceed with the process of
including the Emerson Building on the local Historic Register.

[t is the intention of School District 51 to have this building placed on the list of local historic
structures.

Thank you,

Cal Clark
Supervisor of Maintenance and Operations

cc: file



Grand Junction Community Development Department
Planning « Zoning *« Code Enforcement
250 North Fifth Street
' Grand Junction, Colorado 81501-2668
April 21, 1995 (303) 244-1430 FAX (303) 244-1599

Mr. Cal Clark, Supervisor of Maintenance and Operations
Mesa County Valley School District 51

2115 Grand Avenue

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

Dear Mr. Clark,

Congratulations! The Grand Junction City Council, at its April 19, 1995 meeting
designated the Emerson School on the City Register of Historic Sites, Structures, and
Districts. As you are aware, this makes the structure eligible for historic preservation funds
as are currently available through the Colorado Historical Society’s State Historic Fund.

The enclosed resolution will be recorded in the records of the Mesa County Clerk and
Recorder and will be forwarded to the Colorado Historical Society for their records as well.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions about this historic
designation.

Sincerely,

Kristen Ashbeck
Planner

¢c: Mr. Frank Preuss

7@) Printed on recycled paper
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COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOT FOR FIELD USE

Off ~ of Archaeology and Histonic Preservation ELIGIBLE
[ 3(nggrroadway Denver, Colorade 80203 DET NOT ELIGIBLE
NOMINATED
Historic Building Inventory Record CERTIFIED REHAB
DATE
Froject name county city state [D no.
Emerson School Mesa Grand Junction temporary no.

current building name
Emerson School

{ address

930 Ute Avenue
Grand Junction,

CO

owvnerMesa County Valley School District 51
2115 Grand Avenue
Grand Junction, CO 81501

! ! i . .
township | - range ' section ;' , Vi, A

historic name

USGS quad name

Emerson School yT. 15 15
disict name block lot(s) addition yr. of addition
17 thru 32
{iim_roll negatve nos. location of negatives i
iy F.Preuss e, i g nos ocan g date of construction
' L ) 1903
estimate . _ac
source
Date on front of Building
: paste photograph here.
use
? School
; present
i
Elementary School historic
condition
excelient X good
fair __ deteriorating
extent of alterations )
minor __)S______ moderate ____ major
describe: ‘
Toilets added on north side
style stories original —___ moved
2 date(s) of move: N/A
materials square footage National Register Eligibility
Brick and stone 12,592
Individual: X yes no
architectural description
Contributing to district
The building is a two story brick yes no
structure with a stone foundation.
The roof is sloped and hip with a local landmark designation
flat central area.
. . name date
The windows are tall with round tops.
associated buildings? _____ yes
type
! if inventoried, list ID nos.
aadicdonal pages yes no




‘Pl?n!shlapc | l ; i ; i ’ I : l architect onginal owner
RN [ T ]
BN B ; o T ww} Not known -
IR i I % ; —— ; source
: '; } ‘ i source
j : ; , . I ‘ ] l' ; i |I T builder/contractor
RN RN N
NEEE INEREEEE ! Unknown
’ : Ir l L t——« source theme(s)
IF i Ny

construction history (description, names, dates, etc. relating to major additions or alterations to original structure)

was added to the west entrance approximately {6 years ago.

A toilet building was added to the north at an unknown time.
A few of the windows have been bricked up and a handicap ramp

continued yes X _no
historical background (discuss important persons and cvents associated with this structure)
continued ____yes ___ no
sigmficance (check appropriate categcries and briefly jusufy below)
architectural significance: historical significance:
—___ represents the work of 2 master associated with significant persons
—______ possesses high artistic values associated with significant events or patiems
X ___ represents a type, period or method of construction contributes to an historic district
statement of significance
This is the only remaining school building of this period
and architectural style remaining in Grand Junction.
. continued ____yes X no
references  (be specific)
. continued yes no

surveyed b pyank A. Preuss affiliation A chitect da":February 22, 1995




OAHP1403.rev
=
B a COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1300 Broadway Denver, CO 80203

o~ HISTORIC BUILDING INVENTORY

county:  Mesa cty:  Grand Junction

historic building name: Emerson School

current building name: Emerson School local landmark designation yes no

date of designation

address: 930 Ute Avenue designating authority:

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

P.M. township __1S range __ ]}

% of % of SW % of SE % of section _]4

owner name & address: UTM Reference

Mesa County Valley School District 51

2115 Grand Avenue 2008 P20 o Noting

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 USGS quad name __Grand Junction
year X785 __ 15
block __13  tots) _17 through 32
addition year of addition
__X_ original location _moveq

date of moves(s)

materials: »BY‘iCk, Stone historic use: School

present use: School

stories: square footage: date of construction estimate actual 1903
2 + partial bsmt 17,436 source of information: Name & Date panel
on building

plan shape north arrow architect: Unknown

¢ source of information:

builder/contractor:

Unknown
source of information: 1

original owner: SChOO] D‘lStY‘]Ct ].

source of information:

associated buildings yes no
type:




architectural description: . - . . -
The Emerson School is a two-story brick building on a stone foundation with a low-pitched

hip roof. The central portion of the roof is flat. There is a tall chimney on the northwest

corner of the building. The wide eaves are very simple with little ornamentation. This

simple design reflects the principles of good school design of the day which dictated the

rectangular shape, the symmetrical window placement and fenestration, and the functional

floor plan. : ’ - _X additional page(s)

photographs: include photographs showing each side of buiding and any associated buildings

construction history (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
As evidenced by the 1903 photograph of Emerson School just after completion, the roof of
the building has been the major alteration. The towers and what appears to have been a
balustrade atop the cornice were removed. These were replaced with the low-pitched hip
roof that presently exists. It is unknown when this alteration was done; however, adjacent
: _X additional page(s)

historical background (discuss important persons and events associated with this building):
As Grand Junction enjoyed a turn-of-the-century growth period, this same pace was not
maintained by the local school districts. By the 1900 census Grand Junction had over
1,000 pupils, demonstrating a need for larger, consolidated schools within the City and in
the rural areas. The 1903 comments by the County Superintendent of Schools reported...
"The educational spirit in Mesa County is good. The people are demanding better schools."
With this need and desire, at least three schools were constructed in 1903-1904 throughout
the county, one of which was Emerson Elementary School in downtown Grand Junction.
‘Although it presently houses a private educational institution, the school has been

continuously used as such since its construction. "
i ___additional page(s)

information sounﬁes (be specific):
Daily Sentinel. 1902, 1903, 1904,

"Condensed History of Education in Mesa County 1892-1964". Unpublished manuscript.
July 28, 1964. School District 51 Public Relations Department History File.

A

significance (check appropriate categories)

architectural significance historical significance

___represents the work of a master ____associated with significant person(s)

___possess high artistic value ___associated with significant event

_X represents a type, period or method of _X associated with a pattem of events
construction _____contributes to an historic district

statement of significance (briefly justify the signiﬁcahce checked above):

The Emerson School is significant because it was erected and still stands on a site which,
on the original town plat of Grand Junction, was partially designated as a school site. The
open feeling of the grounds of the building, its location across from a City park which
bears the same name of Emerson and which was a designated park site on the original town
plat, and its prominence on a major thoroughfare (Ute Avenue) still reflect the ideals of
town planning and public building in the late 19th century. Emerson is also the oldest
remaining school in Grand Junction and is still a prominent public building in the

downtown area.
___additional page(s)

inventory completed by: Frank Preuss & Kristen Ashbeck date: March 1995

address: phone:




ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Emerson School is a two-story brick building on a stone foundation with a low-pitched
hip roof. The central portion of the roof is flat. There is a tall chimney on the northwest
corner of the building. The wide eaves are very simple with little ornamentation. This
simple design reflects the principles of good school design of the day which dictated the
rectangular shape, the symmetrical window placement and fenestration, and the functional
floor plan.

The front (south-facing) facade is divided into three symmetrical bays. The middle bay
protrudes slightly and has a central double-door entrance with side lights and a large, multi-
paned transom. Above the doorway there is an ornate pediment with a name panel. On
either side of the entrance there is a narrow one-over-one window. The second floor of this
bay has a central band of three, one-over-one windows and narrow windows above those on
the first floor. The bays on either side of the entry bay have symmetrical patterns of
recessed brick panels. While these appear to possilby be bricked in windows, the building
was constructred this way (see 1903 photograph). A fire escape has been added to the
south-facing facade.

The east- and west-facing facades each have three bays with similar fenestration and other
detail. The middle bay is recessed and has a double-door entrance with a band of three,
four-over-four narrow windows above it on the second floor. The bay towards the front of
the building on each end has three evenly spaced windows on the first floor. The three
evenly spaced windows above are arched with decorative brickwork accentuating the
arches. The bay towards the rear of the building on each end has recessed panels of
brickwork similar to those on the front of the building. On the west facade, the lower
portions of these panels have windows. On both the east and west ends, the floors are
separated by a band of decorative brickwork. A handicap ramp has been added to the west
entrance.

The rear or north-facing facade is similarly divided into three bays. There is a central
entrance on the first floor with an entrance above for the fire escape. On the eastern side
of the rear facade there are three evenly-spaced windows on the first floor with arched
windows above each on the second floor. The western bay has two windows on the second
floor and the restroom addition on the western corner. This one story addition on the
northwest corner of the original building was constructed to provide restroom facilities for
the school. This part of the building is flat-roofed masonry with simple windows and
doorways and no ornamentation.

The site surrounding the Emerson School appears much as it did when the building was
constructed. Large, evenly-spaced shade trees line the sidewalk of the front and west sides
of the building. The rear and side yards are primarily paved--historically and presently
used for play area, parking and vehicular circulation.



CONSTRUCTION HISTORY

As evidenced by the 1903 photograph of Emerson School just after completion, the roof of
the building has been the major alteration. The towers and what appears to have been a
ballastrade atop the cornice were removed. These were replaced with the low-pitched hip
roof that presently exists. It is unknown when this alteration was done; however, adjacent
neighbors recall the building looking as it presently does as early as the mid-1940s. An
addition for restrooms was constructed on the north side of the building at an unknown
date. Other alterations include interior upgrades for mechanical improvements. On the
exterior, a few of the windows have been bricked in (although most that appear bricked in
were originally constructed that way) and fire escapes added. A handicap ramp was added
to the west entrance in 1979.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

As Grand Junction enjoyed a turn-of-the-century growth period, this same pace was not
maintained by the local school districts. By the 1900 census Grand Junction had over
1,000 pupils, demonstrating a need for larger, consolidated schools within the City and in
the rural areas. The 1903 comments by the County Superintendent of Schools reported...
"The educational spirit in Mesa County is good. The people are demanding better schools.
With this need and desire, at least three schools were constructed in 1903-1904 throughout
the county, one of which was Emerson Elementary School in downtown Grand Junction.
Although it presently houses a private educational institution, the school has been
continuously used as such since its construction.

n

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Emerson School is significant because it was erected and still stands on a site which,
on the original town plat of Grand Junction, was partially designated as a school site. The
open feeling of the grounds of the building, its location across from a City park which
bears the same name of Emerson and which was a designated park site on the original town
plat, and its prominance on a major thoroughfare (Ute Avenue) still reflect the ideals of
town planning and public building in the late 19th century. Emerson is also the oldest
remaining school in Grand Junction and is still a prominent public building in the
downtown area.



REFERENCES

Daily Sentinel. 1902, 1903, 1904.

"Condensed History of Education in Mesa County 1892-1964". Unpublished manuscript.
July 28, 1964. School District 51 Public Relations Department History File.

Sanborn Insurance Maps.

Tope, Richard E. "Objective History of Grand Junction, Colorado". Unpublished
manuscript, 1982. Museum of Western Colorado.

Underwood, Kathleen. Town Building on the Colorado Frontier.
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February 23, 1995

Mr. John Gammill

Projects Coordinator, Maintenance Department
Mesa County Valley School District 51

2115 Grand Avenue

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

Dear John,

Enclosed is a copy of the letter | mentioned to you that the Colorado Historical
Society wrote to the property owner of the St. Regis Hotel at the time the Regis was
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. [ believe it may answer
some of the questions that you may have regarding the restrictions placed upon
properties designated as historic. The same information provided in the letter would
apply to the School District and its properties that are already designated (e.g. R-5)
or are being contemplated for inclusion (e.g. Emerson) on the national, state or local
register. The only exception is the information about tax incentives which, as we
discussed previously, would not apply to the School District. The same information
is also applicable whether properties are listed on any of the three registers;
however, the letter states that only State and National Register properties are
eligible for grants from the State Historical Fund. That policy has since changed to
include eligibility for properties on local registers as well.

If you have not done so already, | would encourage you to contact the National
Trust for Historic Preservation Mountains/Plains Regional Office (303/623-1504) or
the Colorado Historical Society (303/866-4681) for further information about the
historic designation of the District's properties.

Let me know if there is anything else | can assist you with. | look forward to working
with the School District on some of its historic properties throughout the community.

Sincerely,

Kristen Ashbeck
Planner
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STAFF REVIEW

DATE: April 13, 1995

REQUEST: Historic Designation of the Emerson School in the City Register of Historic
Sites, Structures and Districts

LOCATION: 930 Ute Avenue

PETITIONER: Mesa County Valley School District 51

STAFF: Kristen Ashbeck

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Mesa County Valley School District 51 is requesting that the
Emerson School be designated as a historic building in the City Register of Historic Sites,
Structures and Districts.

BACKGROUND/STAFF ANALYSIS: City Council adopted section 5-14, Historic
Preservation, in the Zoning and Development Code in August 1994 which established a
City Register of Historic Sites, Structures and Districts, to which eligible historic resources
may be designated. The criteria by which the Historic Preservation Board and Council
shall review a proposed designation are specified in the ordinance.

The following pages describe the characteristics of the Emerson Schhol which justify its
designation and detail the particular features of the building that should be preserved.
Given this description, the Historic Preservation Board finds that the Emerson School meets
the following designation criteria outlined in section 5-14-6 of the Zoning and Development
Code:

- Structure is at least 50 years old;

- Exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period;

- Exemplifies cultural, political, economic or ethnic heritage of the City;
- Enhances the sense of identity of the City; and

- Is an established and familiar visual feature of the City.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD RECOMMENDATION: Approval (6-0)
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MEETING OF THE GRAND JUNCTIGN HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD
Monday. April 3, 13383 4:30 pm
Conference Room A, City Hall 2350 N. 5th Street

The Crand  Junction Historice Preservation Board shall review ad
make recommendation on designation of the following buailding to
ihe Oiia Hoevister of Historte Siles. Structures and Districis at
tts regutarly scheduled meeting Monday., April 3, 1985:

tmerson School -~ 430 Lic Avenne
Owner: Mesa County Valley School District 51

Upon  rocommendaiion by e  Board. the drand dJunction  City
Council, at its regularly scheduled meeting Wednesday., April 12,
1983 st 7T:30 pm n the City-County Auditoriam. 220 Rood Avenue.,

will consider designation of the Emerson Schoel to the (its
Register of Historic Sites. Structures and Dislricits.
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MESA COUNTY VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 51

Administrative Service Center
2115 Grand Avenue
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT Telephone (303) 245-2422
Cal Clark, Supervisor FAX (303) 245-6045

March 23, 1995

City of Grand Junction

Community Development :

250 North 5th Street y :

Grand Junction, CO 81501 {

Attn: Kristen Ashbeck e
Dear Kris:

Please accept this letter as approval for Mr. Frank Preuss to proceed with the process of
including the Emerson Building on the local Historic Register.

It is the intention of School District 51 to have this building placed on the list of local historic
structures.

Thank you,

Cal Clark
Supervisor of Maintenance and Operations

cc: file



