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February 23, 1995 

Mr. John Gammill 

nc:tion Community Development Departrwmt 
F'i2nn:ng • Zonina .. Corle E.nforcement 

~\lorth Fifth Street 
Jimction, ColorJdc 81501-?668 

Projects Coordinator, Maintenance Depar@~:61t 'i ',no FAX i303) 244-1599 
Mesa County Valley School District 51 
2115 Grand Avenue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

Dear John, 

Enclosed is a copy of the letter I mentioned to you that the Colorado Historical 
Society wrote to the property owner of the St. Regis Hotel at the time the Regis was 
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. I believe it may answer 
some of the questions that you may have regarding the restrictions placed upon 
properties designated as historic. The same information provided in the letter would 
apply to the School District and its properties that are already designated (e.g. R-5) 
or are being contemplated for inclusion (e.g. Emerson) on the national, state or local 
register. The only exception is the information about tax incentives which, as we 
discussed previously, would not apply to the School District. The same information 
is also applicable whether properties are listed on any of the three registers; 
however, the letter states that only State and National Register properties are 
eligible for grants from the State Historical Fund. That policy has since changed to 
include eligibility for properties on local registers as well. 

If you have not done so already, I would encourage you to contact the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation Mountains/Plains Regional Office (303/623-1504) or 
the Colorado Historical Society (303/866-4681) for further information about the 
historic designation of the District's properties. 

Let me know if there is anything else I can assist you with. I look forward to working 
with the School District on some of its historic properties throughout the community. 

Sincerely, 

Kristen Ashbeck 
Planner 



-
MESA COUNTY VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 51 

Administrative Serv1ce Center 

2115 Grand Avenue 
Grand JunctiOn, Colorado 81501 

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 
Cal Clark, Supervisor 

March 23, 1995 

City of Grand Junction 
Community Development 
250 North 5th Street 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 

Attn: Kristen Ashbeck 

Dear Kris: 

Telephone (303) 245-2422 
FAX (303) 245-6045 

Please accept this letter as approval for Mr. Frank Preuss to proceed with the process of 
including the Emerson Building on the local Historic Register. 
It is the intention of School District 51 to have this building placed on the list of local historic 
structures. 

Supervisor ofMaintenance and Operations 

cc: file 
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April 21, 1995 

Mr. Cal Clark, Supervisor of Maintenance 
Mesa County Valley School District 51 
2115 Grand A venue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

Dear Mr. Clark, 

-

Grand Junction Community Development Department 
Planning • Zoning • Code Enforcement 
250 North Fifth Street 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501-2668 
(303) 244-1430 FAX (303) 244-1599 

and Operations 

Congratulations! The Grand Junction City Council, at its April 19, 1995 meeting 
designated the Emerson School on the City Register of Historic Sites, Structures, and 
Districts. As you are aware, this makes the structure eligible for historic preservation funds 
as are currently available through the Colorado Historical Society's State Historic Fund. 

The enclosed resolution will be recorded in the records of the Mesa County Clerk and 
Recorder and will be forwarded to the Colorado Historical Society for their records as well. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions about this historic 
designation. 

Sincerely, 

Kristen Ashbeck 
Planner 

c: Mr. Frank Preuss 

@ Printed on recycled paf"'r 
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COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCiETY :\OT FOR FIELD LSE 

Off - of Archaeology and Histone Pn~servation ELIGffiLE ---
13(""-" roadway Denver. Colorado 80203 ...... --- DET NOT EUGffiLE 

--- NOMrNATED 
Historic Building Inventory Record --- CERTIFlED REHAB 

DATE 

?rDJCCt name I county city I state !D no. 
Emerson School Mesa Grand Junction I temporJ.rYno. 

I current building name . owner Mesa County Valley School District 51 
1Emerson School 211 5 Grand Avenue 
' address Grand Junction, co 81 501 

930 Ute Avenue 
Grand Junction, co 

I 

section ! If. ' If. township 
' 

range 

historic name USGS quad name 
Emerson School __ yr. -- 7.5' -- 15' 

ciiscrict name block lot(s) addition yr. of addition 
1 3 1 7 thru 32 

I t'Jm roll ! negative nos. location of negatives date of construction !:;v F.Preussno. 
1903 ______ .. ___ _L ________ 

estimate acrual 
source 
Date on front of Building 

I 
I paste pho[Qgraph here. 
I use 

School 
present 

I 

Elementary School historic 

condition 

--- excellent X good 
fair deteriorating ---

extent of alterations 
minor X moderate major 

I 
describe: 

Toilets added on north side 

: 

sryle stories original --- moved --
2 date(s) of move: N/A 

materials square footage National Register Eligibiliry 

I 
Brick and stone 12,592 

Individual: _x __ yes -- no 
>-

.rrchitccnu-al description 
Contributing to district: 

The building 
• I 

two story brick yes no lS a --- --
structure with a stone foundation. 
The roof is sloped and hip with a local landmark designation 
flat central area. 
The windows are tall with round tops. name date 

associated buildings? --- yes 
type 

I I if inventoried, list ID nos. 
.wditional pages ___ yes -- no 



plan share ' I ' I I i I ' ' i architect unginal owner -:--:----:-
I I I I I I ! I ! I I ! I I_ 

... 
I I i ! I i I I 

I I ...... 
; I I I _i I I : I : "'!Wf- Not known -

i I : I : I I ' I I I 

i I I I I I I 
source 

I I i I I I \ I ! 1 source 
I I I I I I I I I : 

I 
I I I I ' I I I I i builder/contractor 'j I i I : I : I i : I I I ' ' 

I I i I I i I 
I i I ! ! I ! I ! ! I Unknown 
I i ; I I I i I I I I I I source theme(s) 
lJ i J I I I I I ... .. 
I I I I I I ! 1 IJ· -l 
I t I I I I L ! I I I 

construction history (description, names, dates, ccc. relating to major additions or alterations to original structure) 

A toilet building was added to the north at an unknown time. 
A few of the windows have been bricked up and a handicap ramp 
was added to the west entrance approximately 16 years ago. 

continued __ yes lL no 

his!Orical background (discuss imponam persons and events associated with this structure) 

I 

continued __ yes -- no 

.:;ignjficancc (check appropriate catcgcrics and briefly justify below) 

architectural significance: historical significance: 

___ represents the work of ·a master -- associated with significant persons 

___ possesses high artistic values -- associated with significant events or patterns 

_X __ represents a type, period or method of conStruction -- contributes to an historic district 

statement of significance 

This is the only remaining school building of this period 
and architectural style remaining in Grand Junction. 

continued __ yes X no 
I --

references (be specific) 

-

continued __ yes -- no 

surveyed by Frank A. Preuss I affiliation Architect \date February 22, 1995 



OAHP1403.rev 

county: Mesa 

COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 

1300 Broadway Denver, CO 80203 

HISTORIC BUILDING INVENTORY 

city: Grand Junction 

historic building name: Emerson School 

current building name: Emerson School 

address: 930 Ute Avenue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

owner name & address: 

materials: 

stories: 

plan shape 

Mesa County Valley School District 51 
2115 Grand Avenue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

Brick, Stone 

2 + partial bsmt 
square footage: 

17,436 

local landmarK designation ____yes __ no 

date of designation ----­
designating authority: 

P.M. township lS range lW 

__ %of __ % of 2W._% of .s.I_% of section 

UTM Reference 

Zone _ Easting Northing 

USGS quad name Grand Junction 

year__ _1_7.5' _15' 

block 13 lot(s) 17 throuQh 32 

addition year of addition __ 

_ X_originallocation __ moved 

date of moves(s) 

historic use: 

present use: 

School 

School 

date of construction estimate actual 19 0 3 
source of information: Name & Date panel 

on 
architect Unknown 
source of information: 

builder/contractor: 
Unknown 

source of information: 

originalowner: School District 1 

source of information: 

associated buildings _yes _no 
type: 



architectural description: 
The Emerson School is a two-story brick building on a stone foundation with a low-pitched 
hip roof. The central portion of the roof is flat. There is a tall chimney on the northwest 
corner of the building. The wide eaves are very simple with little ornamentation. This 
simple design reflects the principles of good school design of the day which dictated the 
rectangular shape, the symmetrical window placement and fenestration, and the functional 
floor plan. X additional page{s) 

It-----

photographs: indude photographs showing each side of building and any associated buildings 

construction history (indude description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions): 

As evidenced by the 1903 photograph of Emerson School just after completion, the roof of 
the building has been the major alteration. The towers and what appears to have been a 
balustrade atop the cornice were removed. These were replaced with the low-pitched hip 
roof that presently exists. It is unknown when this alteration was done; however, adjacent 

historical background (discuss important persons and events associated with this building): 

As Grand Junction enjoyed a turn-of-the-century growth period, this same pace was not 
maintained by the local school districts. By the 1900 census Grand Junction had over 

X additional page{s) 

1,000 pupils, demonstrating a need for larger, consolidated schools within the City and in 
the rural areas. The 1903 comments by the County Superintendent of Schools reported ... 
"The educational spirit in Mesa County is good. The people are demanding better schools." 
With this need and desire, at least three schools were constructed in 1903-1904 throughout 

the county, one of which was Emerson Elementary School in downtown Grand Junction. 
Although it presently houses a private educational institution, the school has been 
continuously used as such since its construction. 

additional page{s) 

information sources (be specific): 

Daily Sentinel. 1902, 1903, 1904. 

"Condensed History of Education in Mesa County 1892-1964". Unpublished manuscript. 
July 28, 1964. School District 51 Public Relations Department History File. 

significance (check appropriate categories) 

architectural significance 
_represents the wor1< of a master 
__possess high artistic value 
....x..represents a type, period or method of 

construction 

historical significance 
_associated with significant person{s) 
_associated with significant event 
_j{_associated with a pattern of events 

contributes to an historic district 

statement of significance (briefly justify the significance checked above): 

~additional page(s) 

The Emerson School is significant because it was erected and still stands on a site which, 
on the original town plat of Grand Junction, was partially designated as a school site. The 
open feeling of the grounds of the building, its location across from a City park which 
bears the same name of Emerson and which was a designated park site on the original town 
plat, and its prominence on a major thoroughfare (Ute Avenue) still reflect the ideals of 
town planning and public building in the late 19th century. Emerson is also the oldest 
remaining school in Grand Junction and is still a prominent public building in the 
downtown area. 

additional page{s) 

inventory completed by: Frank Preuss & Kristen Ashbeck date: March 1995 

address: phone: 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Emerson School is a two-story brick building on a stone foundation with a low-pitched 
hip roof. The central portion of the roof is flat. There is a tall chimney on the northwest 
corner of the building. The wide eaves are very simple with little ornamentation. This 
simple design reflects the principles of good school design of the day which dictated the 
rectangular shape, the symmetrical window placement and fenestration, and the functional 
floor plan. 

The front (south-facing) facade is divided into three symmetrical bays. The middle bay 
protrudes slightly and has a central double-door entrance with side lights and a large, multi­
paned transom. Above the doorway there is an ornate pediment with a name panel. On 
either side of the entrance there is a narrow one-over-one window. The second floor of this 
bay has a central band of three, one-over-one windows and narrow windows above those on 
the first floor. The bays on either side of the entry bay have symmetrical patterns of 
recessed brick panels. While these appear to possilby be bricked in windows, the building 
was constructred this way (see 1903 photograph). A fire escape has been added to the 
south-facing facade. 

The east- and west-facing facades each have three bays with similar fenestration and other 
detail. The middle bay is recessed and has a double-door entrance with a band of three, 
four-over-four narrow windows above it on the second floor. The bay towards the front of 
the building on each end has three evenly spaced windows on the first floor. The three 
evenly spaced windows above are arched with decorative brickwork accentuating the 
arches. The bay towards the rear of the building on each end has recessed panels of 
brickwork similar to those on the front of the building. On the west facade, the lower 
portions of these panels have windows. On both the east and west ends, the floors are 
separated by a band of decorative brickwork. A handicap ramp has been added to the west 
entrance. 

The rear or north-facing facade is similarly divided into three bays. There is a central 
entrance on the first floor with an entrance above for the fire escape. On the eastern side 
of the rear facade there are three evenly-spaced windows on the first floor with arched 
windows above each on the second floor. The western bay has two windows on the second 
floor and the restroom addition on the western corner. This one story addition on the 
northwest corner of the original building was constructed to provide restroom facilities for 
the school. This part of the building is flat-roofed masomy with simple windows and 
doorways and no ornamentation. 

The site surrounding the Emerson School appears much as it did when the building was 
constructed. Large, evenly-spaced shade trees line the sidewalk of the front and west sides 
of the building. The rear and side yards are primarily paved--historically and presently 
used for play area, parking and vehicular circulation. 
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CONSTRUCTION HISTORY 

As evidenced by the 1903 photograph of Emerson School just after completion, the roof of 
the building has been the major alteration. The towers and what appears to have been a 
ballastrade atop the cornice were removed. These were replaced with the low-pitched hip 
roof that presently exists. It is unknown when this alteration was done; however, adjacent 
neighbors recall the building looking as it presently does as early as the mid-1940s. An 
addition for restrooms was constructed on the north side of the building at an unknown 
date. Other alterations include interior upgrades for mechanical improvements. On the 
exterior, a few of the windows have been bricked in (although most that appear bricked in 
were originally constructed that way) and fire escapes added. A handicap ramp was added 
to the west entrance in 1979. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

As Grand Junction enjoyed a turn-of-the-century growth period, this same pace was not 
maintained by the local school districts. By the 1900 census Grand Junction had over 
1,000 pupils, demonstrating a need for larger, consolidated schools within the City and in 
the rural areas. The 1903 comments by the County Superintendent of Schools reported ... 
"The educational spirit in Mesa County is good. The people are demanding better schools." 
With this need and desire, at least three schools were constructed in 1903-1904 throughout 

the county, one of which was Emerson Elementary School in downtown Grand Junction. 
Although it presently houses a private educational institution, the school has been 
continuously used as such since its construction. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Emerson School is significant because it was erected and still stands on a site which, 
on the original town plat of Grand Junction, was partially designated as a school site. The 
open feeling of the grounds of the building, its location across from a City park which 
bears the same name of Emerson and which was a designated park site on the original town 
plat, and its prominance on a major thoroughfare (Ute Avenue) still reflect the ideals of 
town planning and public building in the late 19th century. Emerson is also the oldest 
remaining school in Grand Junction and is still a prominent public building in the 
downtown area. 
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February 23, 1995 

Mr. John Gammill 
Projects Coordinator, Maintenance Department 
Mesa County Valley School District 51 
2115 Grand Avenue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

Dear John, 

-

Enclosed is a copy of the letter I mentioned to you that the Colorado Historical 
Society wrote to the property owner of the St. Regis Hotel at the time the Regis was 
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. I believe it may answer 
some of the questions that you may have regarding the restrictions placed upon 
properties designated as historic. The same information provided in the letter would 
apply to the School District and its properties that are already designated (e.g. R-5) 
or are being contemplated for inclusion (e.g. Emerson) on the national, state or local 
register. The only exception is the information about tax incentives which, as we 
discussed previously, would not apply to the School District. The same information 
is also applicable whether properties are listed on any of the three registers; 
however, the letter states that only State and National Register properties are 
eligible for grants from the State Historical Fund. That policy has since changed to 
include eligibility for properties on local registers as well. 

If you have not done so already, I would encourage you to contact the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation Mountains/Plains Regional Office (303/623-1504) or 
the Colorado Historical Society (303/866-4681) for further information about the 
historic designation of the District's properties. 

Let me know if there is anything else I can assist you with. I look forward to working 
with the School District on some of its historic properties throughout the community. 

Sincerely, 

Kristen Ashbeck 
Planner 







STAFF REVIEW 

DATE: April 13, 1995 

REQUEST: Historic Designation of the Emerson School in the City Register of Historic 
Sites, Structures and Districts 

LOCATION: 930 Ute Avenue 

PETITIONER: Mesa County Valley School District 51 

STAFF: Kristen Ashbeck 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Mesa County Valley School District 51 is requesting that the 
Emerson School be designated as a historic building in the City Register of Historic Sites, 
Structures and Districts. 

BACKGROUND/STAFF ANALYSIS: City Council adopted section 5-14, Historic 
Preservation, in the Zoning and Development Code in August 1994 which established a 
City Register of Historic Sites, Structures and Districts, to which eligible historic resources 
may be designated. The criteria by which the Historic Preservation Board and Council 
shall review a proposed designation are specified in the ordinance. 

The following pages describe the characteristics of the Emerson Scbhol which justify its 
designation and detail the particular features of the building that should be preserved. 
Given this description, the Historic Preservation Board finds that the Emerson School meets 
the following designation criteria outlined in section 5-14-6 of the Zoning and Development 
Code: 

Structure is at least 50 years old; 
Exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period; 
Exemplifies cultural, political, economic or ethnic heritage of the City; 
Enhances the sense of identity of the City; and 
Is an established and familiar visual feature of the City. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD RECOMMENDATION: Approval (6-0) 



MEE11\G OF THE GRA\D JC\CTIO\ HISTORIC PRESER\AT10' BOARil 
~onday. April 3, 1335 ~:30 pm 

CunferFnce Room A. City Hall 250 ~. 5th Street 

i'jl(' \.ral.d ,J::nction Historic PrcsPrvatioll Board sh<.ll rPview at•d 
makP !'(!Commendation on designation of the f~>llowing building tc: 

i h c ( i ; . ;~ · c!, i :' L c t of Hi s tor i c :-) i ! "s , :~ t r 11 c: I :1 r P s and D i s t r i c t :~ <l I 
it:~ ; cg·,d ar 1,\' scheduled meeting· \1o:J(Ja.'. Apr' i l :) , l D:1 2i: 

Owner: Mesa Count,v Valley School District 51 

C p on 1 :·co mm en ll a i i u l: b ,v ihc Board, t!Jc (;!'a;ld ,Jotnction Cit;> 
Counci 1. at its reg'ularl,\ s c he d u l e d me e t i n g· ~ e d n c s d a,\ , A p r i 1 1 J , 
i99.:; at 7:30pm in !he C!i,\-Cuun!,\ Aaditori 1m. :J'ZO i~ood ;\v\·nue, 
wi 1! considPt' desig·nat ion of thP Emerson School to th(' C'i t.;. 
Register of Historic Sites. Struc·!:trt·~; and Di··drlr:t:;. 



MESA COUNTY VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 51 

Administrative Service Center 
2115 Grand Avenue 

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 
Cal Clark, Supervisor 

March 23, 1995 

City of Grand Junction 
Community Development 
250 North 5th Street 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 

Attn: Kristen Ashbeck 

Dear Kris: 

Telephone (303) 245-2422 
FAX (303) 245-6045 

Please accept this letter as approval for Mr. Frank Preuss to proceed with the process of 
including the Emerson Building on the local Historic Register. 
It is the intention of School District 51 to have this building placed on the list of local historic 
structures. 

Supervisor of Maintenance and Operations 

cc: file 


