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'(I COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOT FOR FIELD USE 
~ce of Archaeology and Historic Preservatio,_, -- EUGffiLE 

00 Broadway Denver, Colorado 802Qj __ DET. NOT EUGffiLE 

-- NOMINATED 
Historic Building Inventory Record -- CERTIFIED REHAB 

DATE 

project name lcoun~ ci~ L state ID no. 5ME4151 
Mesa Grand Junction I tempOrary no. 

current building name owner 
Museum of Western Colorado Industrial Development Incorporated 

address 360 Grand Avenue 

248 South 4th Street Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 
township 1S range 1W section 14 . %, lA 

historic name USGS quad name 
Whitman Elementary School Grand Junction 1962 yr. _x_ 7.5' -- 15' 

district name block lot(s) addition yr. of addition 
125 29-32 City 1881 

film roll I negar3e nos. cit~ono 1 nG5atives date of construction byK. Ashbeck no. 1 
estimate 1925 actual 

source 
Tope, Richard E. 
Objective Hi story of Gr Jet, co 

paste photograph here. 
use 

Historical Museum present 

(see attached envelope) 
Elementar~ School historic 

condition 
-- excellent X good 

fair deteriorating --
extent of alterations 

minor moderate X major 
describe: 

Windows removed & filled in 
Modify front entry 
1 story addition on back 

style stories _X_ original -- moved 
Ita 1 i a nate (?) 2 date(s) of move: 

materials square footage National Register Eligibili~ 
Brick and Concrete 8,650 

Individual: -- yes -- no 

architectural descriotion 
The main part of the Whitman School is a two- Contributing to district: 
story brick building with a low-pitched hip yes no 
roof. The wide are very simple with -- --eaves 
little ornamentation. There is a masonry 
chimney on the northeast corner of the local landmark designation 

building. name date 

The front facade (west) is divided into three associated buildings? __ yes 
bays--one central entry and symmetrical bays ~ 

on either end which are accentuated by 
"columns" of protruding brickwork. Each of if inventoried, lisl'"ID nos. 

additional pages __x__yes -- no 



.. \ 

plan shape I ' ' I 

1111 
~~ architect ' 

-,, 
: I I ' I I I i I I I .. Jriginal owner 

I i I I T I 1 I I I I Unknown Mesa County School Dist #1 
I I I addition -

.__ I-

' - I- 1-
I 

i ! 
source 

I source 
I 

I builder/contractor ! I I Tope, Richard E. 
I Unknown Objective History of Gr Jet I 

I-""" theme(s) source 

construction history (description, names, dates, etc. relating to major additions or alterations to original structure) 

The Whitman School was built in 1925 and utilized, without change, until 
1962 when it was no longer needed by the school district. The building was 
turned over for use by the Museum of Western Colorado in 1965. At that 
time, the interior was remodeled to suit this new function and exterior 
renovation included removal of the windows, front entrance steps, canopy 

continued __!_yes __ no 

historical background (discuss important persons and events associated with this structure) 

As Grand Junction enjoyed a post-World War I growth period, this same pace 
was not maintained by the local school districts. By the school year of 
1924 the Grand Junction District documented the need for new schools: "120 
pupils in a building on the alley between 5th and 6th Streets behind Main 
Street; 40 pupils in congregational bungalow; 450 pupils in rooms that are 
over-crowded; and 180 8th graders in basement rooms with poor lighting and 
ventilation". (1) 

continued ..l_ yes -- no 

significance (check appropriate categories and briefly justify below) 

architectural significance: historical significance: 
__ represents the work of a master -- associated with significant persons 

__ possesses high artistic values _x_ associated with significant events or patterns 

__ X_ represents a type, period or method of construction -- contributes to an historic district 

statement of significance 
significant The Whitman School is because it was erected and still stands 

on a site which, on the original town plat of Grand Junction, was 
designated as a school site. The site was first occupied by the Park Opera 
House which was eventually demolished. The school district then 
constructed Whitman on the site. The open feeling of the grounds of the 
building, its location across from a City park which bears the same name of 
Whitman and which was a designated park site on the original town plat, and 
its prominence on two major thoroughfares still reflect the ideals of town 
planning in the late 19th century. While no longer used for its original 
function, the Whitman School is still a prominent public buildingX in 
downtown Grand Junction. continued __ yes __ no 

references (be specific) 

Colorado Historical Society. Inventory Record. Resource No. 5ME4151. 
July 1982. 

"Condensed History of Education in Mesa County 1892-1964 II • Unpublished 
manuscript. July 28, 1964. School District 51 Public Relations 
Department History File. 

continued _X_ yes -- no 

surveyed by . 
Kn sten Ashbeck affiliation C i ty of Grand Junction 

date 
May 1993 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION CONTINUED 

the end bays originally had two bands (one on each of the two floors) of 
five, 6-over-1 windows. This simple design reflects the principles of good 
school design of the day which dictated the rectangular shape, the 
symmetrical window placement and fenestration, and the functional floor 
plan (1.). 

Low concrete steps led to the doors of the school. The recessed entry had 
double 6-panel glass and wood doors with a large transom above. On the 
second floor of the front facade there was a pair of 6-over-1 windows over 
the central doors. A short canopy with a limestone lintel accentuated the 
entry. 

The end facades (north and south) have no windows but are detailed with 
simple masonry work that creates a geometric pattern. The brickwork on the 
front facade in the areas where the windows were removed repeats this same 
geometric pattern. It is apparent that most windows on the rear or west 
facade were also removed and filled in with brick. There is also a metal 
stairway leading to a second story doorway on the back of the building. 

The one story addition on the northeast corner of the original building was 
constructed to provide permanent and rotating display space for the museum. 
This part of the building is flat-roofed masonry with no windows and no 
ornamentation. 

The site surrounding the Whitman School appears much as it did when the 
building was constructed. Large, evenly-spaced shade trees line the 
sidewalk of the front grassy area. The rear yard is gravelled--probably 
originally used as a play area, now used for parking. 

1) National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form. Inez Johnson 
Lewis School. Monument, Colorado. 

CONSTRUCTION HISTORY CONTINUED 

and limestone lintel, and a one-story addition to the east side. A copper 
fascia was added above the front entry. The facades on which the windows 
were removed were bricked in a pattern similar to that which exists on the 
north and south facades. Despite these changes, the grounds of the Whitman 
School have been kept intact, and the overall site and structure continue 
to exhibit a feeling of prominence as a public building. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND CONTINUED 

Consequently, the community overwhelmingly passed a bond issue in February 
of 1925 to construct eight new schools--one of which was a four-room school 
located at 4th Street and Ute Avenue. The school at this location and the 
adjacent City park were named for the well-known western missionary, 
Marcus Whitman, whose journey to and from Oregon brought him through the 
Grand Junction area. 



.. 
'· The two-story brick building housed grades one through four until declining 

school enrollments in the downtown area caused its closure after the 1961-
1962 school year. Since 1965, the building has housed the Museum of 
Western Colorado which continues to be a growing resource for the Grand 
Valley community and its numerous visitors from throughout the United 
States. This use complements and carries on the educational tradition of 
the Whitman School building. 

(1) Daily Sentinel. January 11, 1925. page 3. 

REFERENCES CONTINUED 

Grand Junction Daily Sentinel. 

Sanborn Map. June 1926. 

Tope, Richard E. "Objective History of Grand Junction, Colorado". 
Unpublished manuscript. Museum of Western Colorado. 1982. 
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Barbara Norgren 
National Register Coordinator 
Colorado History Museum 
lJOO Broad~;.;ay 

Denver, co 80203 

lVlUSEurvl of 
\NESTERN 

! CO[QRADO 

Re: Register Listing, Whitillan Elementary School, Granc Junction 

Dear Ms. Norgren: 

I write tbis letter in support and further disc-:.Jssion of the 
application submitted by the City of Grand Junc-r.ion Planning 
Department. The Museum of Western Colorado recently made a public 
announcement of expansion plans, on-site, which include renovation 
and more effective use of the Whitman school. 

One possible outcome of your revie•..; of this nominatlon is the 
requirement that we restore the original facade, particularly the 
bricked-over windows, before a register listing is secured. I have 
an estimate to restore (reveal) the windows of approximately 
$22,000. I would appreciate any suggestions you may have on 
possible grant sources to address "b'1at task. Certainly, as an 
element of a larger, multi-million dollar effort (rehabilitation, 
renovation, and construction of 74,000 square feet), we would find 
a way to eventually cover that expense. 

our strategy regarding a Whitman School historic designation is to 
then leverage preservation fUnding sources to help restore the 
school to its period appearance, and assign a principal fQ~ction of_ 
museum education to the facility. Expansion plans include 
adjoining new galleries to the school, connecting t~e school with 
an empty warehouse 150 feet to the east. The '.-Jarehouse would 
serve as our central collections storage facility. 

We illay also pursue nomination of the c. D. Smith building (the 
empty warehouse) to the National Register during this expansion 
program, The building, constructed i!."l the mid-l930s, was the 
anchor of a major retail/wholesale enterprise opeYated by one of 
the town's founders. 

I appreciate the time and attention you give c:o the for:nal 
application for the Whitman School, and look for.11ard to visiting 
with you further regarding our MuseQ~ expansion plans. 

Sin~erely, 
, I 

. 1l - ' . ---=-
/Cl/. ')/}r1 ~-1 ,' ' ;.-)~.1 , . 

•v(_./j_l,. k_; -~//~ 
Richard s. Si:ms 
Director 

Museum, Il:e Re-.;wnui His1nn Dil't\/11/l • 248 S. J.th St. • P 0. 3ox 20000-::020 • ()rand .Junc:1on. ::;;:; 31502-5·:)20 • :::303) 242-0971 
Dinosaur Valley, n[(: .\'(uurui lli.,lnn Oi1·,,/ul{ • 362 Ma1n Streer • (:Orana .Junc:1on. CO 8;":01 • 1302) 241-32:0 

Cross Orchards Historic Site, il1c ti·.1n~ Hl\lnr·.· Oill.\loll • 2073 r =loac • Grana Junc:1on. :o 8150-". ·303) J.34-9814 



COIDRADO 
HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

The Colorado History Museum 1300 Broadway Denver, Colorado 80203-2137 

July 9, 1993 

RichardS. Sims 
Director 
Museum of western Colorado 
PO Box 20000-5020 
Grand Junction, CO 81502-5020 

Dear Mr. Sims 

J/)ft-

Our review of the Whitman Elementary School confirms your suspicions. The 
replacement of the facade and rear windows with brick infill, the 
alterations of the main entry and the construction of the 1965 addition to 
the rear caused such an extensive loss of historic material and design that 
the building no longer retains sufficient historic integrity to meet the 
criteria for evaluation and nomination to the National or State Registers. 

You mentioned possible plans to renovate the facade through the removal of 
the brick infill, replacement of the missing windows with new material 
patterned to resemble the original and a similar reconstruction of the 
facade entry area. In assessing a building's historic integrity, we 
analyze seven factors: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association. The rehabilitation of the front facade might 
strengthen such factors as feeling and association, but questions about 
design, materials and workmanship would still be present. The presence of 
the one~story rear addition also raises integrity problems. The National 
Register requires us to look at the whole structure, including all 
additions. If you were to move forward with your renovation project, we 
can not guarantee that following completion the W..'litman .School would meet 
the criteria for evaluation and nomination to the National or State 
Register. 

Adjoining new galleries onto the ~~itman School or the C.D. Smith building 
could seriously decrease the historic integrity of the structures and thus 
threaten their eligibility for future listing. The physical joining of 
historic structures to modern or significantly altered structures could 
also cause the historic structures to loose eligibility because the entire 
complex would then have to be treated as a single building. We would 
suggest that you talk to James Stratis, the Historic Preservation 
Specialist in our office, about possible rehabilitation options for these 
buildings. James may be reached at (303) 866-4678. 



Sims 
July 9, 1993 
Page 2 

The State Historic Fund offers grants for rehabilitation projects on 
designated historic properties. You are in that difficult position of 
needing a grant in order to do a rehabilitation project so that your 
building might be eligible for historic designation. However, State 
Historic Funds are only available to properties already designated as 
historic by a Certified Local Government or by being listed in the 
National Register or State Register. You will probably have to seek 
funding through private, corporate or foundation sources. Craig Hunter 
coordinates the State Historic Fund and can answer your questions on the 
program. Craig may be reached at (303) 866-3385. The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation tracks historic preservation projects nation-wide and 
may be able to provide you with some innovative ideas for funding your 
project. The Trust operates a regional office in Denver and may be 
reached at (303) 623-1504. 

While we believe it highly unlikely that your property would be recommended 
by the State Review Board for listing on the National or State Register, 
the final decision on-continuing to pursue a nomination is yours. The 
preparation of a nomination requires considerable time and effort and we do 
not encourage people to invest the effort when the chances for a successful 
outcome appear small. However, if you would like a State or National 
Register nomination form, please call us at (303) 866-4681. Ue will mail 
one to you along with the necessary preparation instructions. 

Sincerely, 

/ I 
~.--

•. - ' 

Dale Heckendorn 

• 'r ,~ •. 

National Register Coordinator 

cc: Kristen Ashbeck 
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replacement of the facade and rear windows with brick infill, the 
alterations of the main entry and the construction of the 1965 addition to 
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the brick infill, replacement of the missing windows with new material 
patterned to resemble the original and a similar recon~truction of the 
facade entry area. In assessing a building's historic integrity, we 
analyze seven factors: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association. The rehabilitation· of~the front facade might 
strengthen such factors as feeling and association, but questions about 
design, materials and workmanship would still be present. The presence of 
the one-.story rear addition also raises integrity problems. The National 
Register requires us to look at the whole structure, including all 
additions. If you were to move forward with your renovation project, we 
can not guarantee that following completion the Whitman School would meet 
the criteria for evaluation and nomination to the National or State 
Register. 

Adjoining new galleries onto the Whitman School or the C.D. Smith building 
could seriously decrease the historic integrity of the structures and thus 
threaten their eligibility for future listing. The physical joining of 
historic structures to modern or significantly altered structures could 
also cause the historic structures to loose eligibility because the entire 
complex would then have to be treated as a single building. We would 
suggest that you talk to James Stratis, the Historic Preservation 
Specialist in our office, about possible rehabilitation options for these 
buildings. James may be reached at (303) 866-4678. 
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The State Historic Fund offers grants for rehabilitation projects on 
designated historic properties. You are in that difficult position of 
needing a grant in order to do a rehabilitation project so that your 
building might be eligible for historic designation. However, State 
Historic Funds are only available to~roperties already designated as 
historic by a Certified Local Government or by being listed in the 
National Register or State Register. You will probably have to seek 
funding through private, corp·orate or foundation sources. Craig Hunter 
coordinates the State Historic Fund and can answer your questions on the 
program. Craig may be reached at (303) 866-3385. The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation tracks historic preservation projects nation-wide and 
may be able to provide you with some innovative ideas for funding your 
project. The Trust operates a regional office in Denver and may be 
reached at (303) 623-1504. 

While we believe it highly unlikely that your property would be recommended 
by the State Review Board for listing on the National or State Register, 
the final decision on continuing to pursue a nomination is yours. The 
preparation of a nomination requires considerable time and effort and we do 
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Dale Heckendorn 
National Register Coordinator 

cc: Kristen Ashbeck 



STAFF REVIEW 

DATE: December 14, 1995 

REQUEST: Historic Designation of the Whitman School in the City Register of Historic 
Sites, Structures and Districts 

LOCATION: 248 South 4th Street 

PETITIONER: Museum of Western Colorado I Industrial Development Incorporated 

STAFF: Kristen Ashbeck 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The Museum of Western Colorado is requesting that the 
Whitman School (248 S. 4th Street) be designated as a historic building in the City Register 
of Historic Sites, Structures and Districts. 

BACKGROUND/STAFF ANALYSIS: City Council adopted section 5-14, Historic 
Preservation, in the Zoning and Development Code in August 1994 which established a 
City Register of Historic Sites, Structures and Districts, to which eligible historic resources 
may be designated. The criteria by which the Historic Preservation Board and Council 
shall review a proposed designation are specified in the ordinance. 

The following pages describe the characteristics of the Whitman School which justify its 
designation and detail the particular features of the building that should be preserved. 
Given this description, the Historic Preservation Board finds that the Whitman School meets 
the following designation criteria outlined in section 5-14-6 of the Zoning and Development 
Code: 

Structure is at least 50 years old; 
Exemplifies cultural, political, economic or ethnic heritage of the City; 
Enhances the sense of identity of the City; and 
Is an established and familiar visual feature of the City. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD RECOMMENDATION: Approval (4-0) 
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Sadie 0 aniel 

Miss ~lizabeth Walker 
sne assisted in many ways. 
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India Paulson 
Lenore h'atkins 
Beulah Van 0uren 
Cora Hiller 

(Hinton) was County Superintendent at the time and 

l'he educational exhibit that won such high honors at the Exposition at 
omaha was taken to the Colorado State iair at tne next meeting and it won the 
nighest rating again. When the hesa County r'air was running, there were always 
very interesting school exhibits. The writing was always superb. Tnere were no 
new-fangled ideas about letting such things as legibility take their natural 
course. Pupils were taught to write so the hand writing could tell its story. 
After all ;..a-iting is a simple tasK in school; there are only twenty-six script 
forms in the ~nglish language. LVen if we had Phonetic spelling, there would 
oe only 42 characters. That would not be exhaustive as an educative function. 
The story of a small boy comes to mind. His mother had been a school teacher 
before her marriage so she took the young hopeful in hand and soon taught him to 
write in a legible hand that was creditable to a youngster and his teacner too. 
Soon he came home sad and upset with the statement: 11 Now mother, see what has 
happened; you taught me to write, now the teacher has found out I can't snell. 
~hat 111 I do now'? 11 

PRESE!~T SCHOOL BuiLDINGS 

To complete this very early record, the school buildings of school district 
#l are listed with the dates of erection. Questions frequently arise concerning 
when this and that took place and usually no one knows; here is a record: 

Lowell School (old) 1884 center, 1889 west, 1907 east 
Emerson School 1903 
Hawthorne School 1908 
Columbus School 1912, 1938 
Riverside School 1917, 1937 
Washington School 1920 
Wbitman School 1925 
Lincoln School 1925~ 1930 North 
Lowell School (new) 1926 
Junior High School 1911, 1917 west, 1920 east, 

1926 Junior H. s. & Gym 
1941, 1950 Tope School 

Orchard Avenue 
Shop and Music 
Administrative 

New Hign School 

Bldg, J. H. S. 
Bldg. 

imUCATICN 

1<)48, 19)3 
1920, 192S 
1938--see Historical i'iarker on------------
the corner of the building 
1955 

The fulfillment of all hom~:-:; depends heavily unon the young people in any 
generation; upon how well t.hey are prepared in school to take advantage of the 
oooortunities for more adv;-,nced C'1uc;~tion. The tP.chnoloo:y of each a~e becomes 
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more comolex as invention and discoYery develoo new thinr:ss. l,•,Tflen transoortation 
was by footsteps of either the man or his horse, time and ingenuity kept pace 
with the manner of locomotion; today we move by great machines on land, on the 
great seas and in the air. So our security, our living standards, our progress 
in commerce and in industry are based upon technology that is far more exacting 
than was ever dreamed before. Easy, simplified knowledge does not suffice. 
rhe world is a community so we need language construction, the world has surren
dered its hidden resources and thorough training-in the depths of mathematics 
and the sciences is fundamental. 

Any enlightened people must understand education. To have a critical attitude 
toward the educational program should be natural; it should be expected and 
welcomed. 1'ne what and the why and the how are always relevant. 

Grand Junction parents have always had a deep concern for proper educational 
standards. In 191~ there was deep concern about the educational standards. The 
discussion got into the open; parents of the school children were alarmed at 
some of the trends; too many elective studies to take the place of and set aside 
the standard axacting studies such as Latin; German; French; grammar and rhetoric; 
ancient history; medieval history; classical literature such as Shakespeare, 
Wordsworth, George Eliot, Victor Hugo, Tennyson, Walter Scott; botany; zoology; 
astronomy; physics; chemistry; geography - political and physical; all without 
abridgement and simplification. 

At the time some of the colleges found it necessary to make rules concerning 
spelling and writing. They were forced to place students in spelling classes 
and writing classes from which they could not be released until they could pass 
tests in correct spelling and in legibility; Physics and Chemistry students could 
not compute division of decimals or work with compound denominate numbers or 
figure interest on thingw purchased on time. There was complaint that definite 
subjects were being crowded out by such artificially created subjects as general 
mathematics--a mess of miscellaneous mathematical subject matter that didn't 
teach mathematics at all; another simplification was that of the basic sciences 
being watered down to a sort of popular general science that did not teach any 
science at all; a third was a blend of history and geography and civil government 
into what was cilled "social Science" which was just something to talk about 
and which did not teach any of the subjects for which it was designed to be a 
substitute. 

The people were somewhat isolated at that time. The on~y way to get to 
the rest of the country where their relatives, their friends and even their 
children who had gone away from home lived, was by train, with many changes. 
They could understand that though they lived in a fruit country it would be 
impossi~le to produce apples or a field of sugar beets or a good first-cutting 
crop of alfalfa without a knowledge of botany; though they lived in a region 
that might profit from the production of poultry and dairying, yet without 
fundamental knowledge of zoology there could not be produced a dozen good eggs 
or a bottle of sweet milk. It is needless to point out the value of physics and 
chemistry in all phases of mechanized living. Yet there was fear long a~o that 
the young people of High School would eventually be robbed of their birthright 
by this clever substitution of imorovised subject matter in place of the funda
mental warp and woof of a real basic education. 

The trouble with so many discussions and controversies is that both sides are 
in the wrong. Such a state is the worse because both sides are also often in the 
.right. .l!:ach side will try to win the world to a narrow idea. The opcosing ride 
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~y be just trying to enjoy the world, and if this be true, the fondest wish of 

5
uch a body of contenders is to have all the problems go away and leave them 

alone. The most serious predicament in education today is that the aim and 
trend has been enjoyment,. pleasure, indulgence, choice, inclination rather than 
thought, contemplation, effort, results, achievement. 
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Chapter: Mt. Garfield 
~: Grand Junction, Colorado 
Date Submitted: February 24, 1975 

DAR MARKERS, ~10NUMENTS, RESTORATIONS, ETC. 

It was seven years following the organization of their chapter before the first 
marker was erected by the Mt. Garfield Chapter, but this was quite an impressive 
occasion for the city. 

When the dispute over the valuable and rich land lying north of California became 
very great and it seemed imminent that England would take it for her own, 
Dr. Marcus Whitman and his wife decided that someone should go to Washington to 
tell Congress about Oregon and to save it for the United States. Dr. and Mrs. Whitman 
and Mr. and Mrs. Henry Spaulding had opened a mission in the Northwest about 6 years 
before. The detail of their experiences in the Northwest is quite familiar to all so 
will not be dealt with here. However in order to reach Washington before Congress 
adjourned March 4, 1843, the journey would have to be made through the fall and 
winter months. On October 14, 1842, when the group, Dr. Whitman, Col. Amos Lovejoy 
and an Indian guide reached Fort Hall (now Pocatella, Idaho) they were warned of 
hostile Indians so they changed their course, going to Fort Uinta, Utah, in November. 
From there until they reached Fort Uncompahgre there was little detail recorded of 
their travels except that Dr. Whitman and his part swam the Grand River in midwinter 
at a point near where the city now lies. From there they went into the Gunnison 
area, on to Bent•s Fort and from there followed the Sante Fe Trail to St. Louis. 
They did reach Washington on March 3, 1843, and through his efforts in just one day, 
before Congress adjourned Oregon and the Northwest Territory was saved for the 
United States. 

Through the efforts of the Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution a monument 
was unveiled in his honor. In a beautiful little park located just a few blocks 
from the Grand River (now the Colorado River) the S.A.R. brought down a beautiful 
large granite rock and the D.A.R. furnished the beautiful bronze tablet which is 
mounted on the rock. On Colorado Dal, August 1, 1917, the monument was presented 
to the city by the D.A.R. and the S.A:R. 

The inscription on the bronze marker is as follows: 

WHITMAN PARK 
in honor of 

MARCUS WHITMAN 
Patriot---Missionary 

Who swam the Grand River near this point 
On his heroic trans-continental ride, Mid-Winter 

1842-43, 
Which saved the great Northwest to the United States 

Mount Garfield Chapter D.A.R. 
Grand Junction Chapter S.A.R. 

July 4, 1917. 



~ 

Chapter: Mt. Garfield 
City: Grand Junction, Colorado 
Date Submitted: February 24, 1975 

DAR MARKERS, MONUMENTS, RESTORATIONS, ETC. 

The third memorial was in the form of a steel flagpole, 60 feet high, erected 
in June, 1928, in Lincoln Park, to honor the men from Mesa County w:.served and 
gave their lives in World War I. It is centrally located in a beautiful setting 
in the park. 

It was presented and dedicated in a very simple but effective program arranged by 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. The Gold Star mothers and fathers were 
present along with representatives from other patriotic societies in the city and 
county. This was on the evening of June 21, 1928. 

The flagpole was purchased from the Midwest Steel and Iron Works Co. of Denver 
who also furnished the broze tablets and insignia. The pole is in four sections, 
weighed 800 pounds when shipped. The cast iron base was made locally by the 
Wier Foundry. There are 3 bronze markers representing the Badge of the D.A.R., 
one on each of the north, south and west sides of the base. The main inscription 
is located on the east face and it reads: 

LEST WE FORGET 
In Honor of 

eight hundred Mesa County men 
who gave their loyal service in the 

World War, 1914-1918, 
and 

IN MEMORY OF 
those among them who gave the 
most that man can give, life itself. 

This tribute is placed 
in loving appreciation by the 

Daughters of the American Revolution 
Mt. Garfield Chapter 

1928 
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THE DAILY SENTINEL - June 24, 1954 

First there is a picture of the rock with the plaque 

BIORIAL TO PA'miO!r - This large roek, with ita bronze marker names WhitEn Park 
tar the pe.triO!!-misaionarJ, Marcus Whitman, who swam across the Grand River (now 
the Colorado) in the Grand Junction area. He was enroute to Washington, D. C. to 
tell Congress ot the plight ot the narthweat settlers. '!he plaque was put up 
July 4, 1917, through the efforts of the Mount Garfield Chapter, Daughters ot the 
American Revolution. Daily Sentinel photo. 

Brave Ride Remembered 

WBI'lMA.N PARK GOT NAME !'R<M BDOIC MISSIOBARY 

Marcus Whitman may be an almost-targotten man in the allilBls ot western history, but 
his heroic deeds were responsible tar the name ot Grand Junction's Whitman Park. 

The park was named tor the patriot-missionary through the efforts ot Mt. Garfield 
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution and Grand Junction C'napter, Sons ot 
the American Revolution, in 1917. 

The huge rock with the bronze marker, placed and dedicated by the two patriotic 
organizations~ is still-locatad in the pe.rk. The inscription .says: "Whitman Park 
in honer ot Marcus Whitman, Patriot~M:I.ssionary, who swam the Grand River near this 
point on his heroic transcontinental ride Mid-winter 1842-3 which saved the great 
Narthwest to the Un1 ted States, Mount Garfield Chapter DAR, Grand Junction Chapter 
SAR, July 4, 1917." 

Mrs. w. E. Page, regent of the DAR at that time, wrote the inscription tar the 
marker. 

'!he Sons of the Revolution provided the boulder which carries the bronze marker. 
Mrs. E. F. Woods of Grand Junction, farmer DAR member, said she remembers James 
H. Rankin, c. E. Cherrington, o. D. Williams and c. L. :Nichols as members ot that 
men's organization. 

Mrs. Woods also recalls ·that according to early-day history, Marcus Wh1 tman was 
enroute to Washington at the time ot John Tyler's presidency, to present the 
pllght of the northwest settlers to Congress. He rode across the entire continent 
on horseback, swilllning across the Grand River (now the Colorado) in the Grand 
Junction area. 



::arkers in :•Iesa r:ounty. 

1. Tomb Governor :}eo. A. -~rawf ord on 1eserYoir ;.;:ill south of G. Jc"':.. 
':r:J.~·rford, t:1e president of thA ori~inal tmm company, orga..>'!izecl. in 18Pl 
·-ras '··mried :'1ere at his request. Jied 1391. Tomb erected in 1°98 '::N city. 

2. ·-lhitman ?ark. Bronze plaque on a granite bould.er cit~_;- of Gr~n_.J~ Junction,
Sth ::tnd ~~te Sts. I.'1 honor of 1-1arcus "·ihit;"lan: ?atriot-i'~issicnary 
'.·rho 8va1il the Grand :liver near this point on his heroic trans-e"ontinental 
ride ~·Iid-w·' nter 18u2-3 ~Ihich saved t:1e zreat :rorth:-Test to the :Jriited 3tates. 
Erected by l.A.]. and S.:\.3 .• chapter:: of :::iran:i Junction July u 1917 

3. ~ronze ~·!arker· on· Cotmer 'fueater 7th and ~-':ain Sts Gr. Jet. 
of }:~and J;mction To~ Gompany 1:18.1 thus f--:ur.din~ the town 
~-farker erected by :·1t. Gari'iel'i Chapter J .A .1. 1924 

Criginal offiice 
of' 'Jr • .Jet. 

!.t. ?laE ?ole an·:l :-:a.rk~r in T_,incoln Park. In honor of the :::.or men 'Who served 
from :~esa County in 1st •o~orld W2I'. Tribute placed by '.:1 .. .:1. ?·':aunt '1ar-
1ield chapter 1928. 

5. ~{igh;vay Harker at the junction of Colorado ~5 and U.s. ~-2h ~olorado 
liver nighway, knmm as the ?ioneer ;~om.L'"rlent " erected to the ?ioneers 
m' the 1-:ountains and the '!alleys of :!estern Colorado. Fla.cod. by Slks 
~oage }j)75 June lu 1931 

6. Tablets on School Administration Bldg of Jistrict .#5'1 on :tood St on-
posite the Nesa Co. Court House. Cormnemorating site of ?irst ChrJlch Bl-ig 
Hethodist ~9iscopal Church, South.'9u.ilt in 1883 

?irst School 'D-ection- June 1 1882 ·ith n:=.mes of 1st school board. 

"irst school ~1ouse"' built of ~icket staves, near corner of s'hh and 
Colorado Sts ~:iss ~Tc>.nnie Blain teacher 1E83 

School Aci'Tiinistration Building ~;as ;"!OVec: to this site in 1917, and to 
provide for e::q:ansion this building ~..;as ~rected in 1938 

7 A. ·l.?.A, Tablet in door.o~ay of School .\.dm:L"listration 3ldg r~cites this 
buil.ding ~vets erecte~4 tl1.roltg:.,_ co-ope~aticn of 7edeYal, State a'1--1 ~ocal 
Governments by -·larks ~regress Administration 1938 

8. Tablet on ~i ty Hall, near ent~~ance on so•:ti1 side. -::eci tes 
AcL."ninistration Juil:iing City of' Grand J,mction, constructed by :::-<>.
mo:ielinE of Lowell School 3uilding, ori~~~ally built on this site in 
li38L.. 3uilt in 19h9 by '~ity of '}rand J·nction -?rank :\.. ::oisinstcn J1iyor 

9. I·iarker erected on Site of 7irst :Je1-IS!Janer'; t:'1e •}rand Junction News , a y;_tal 
cul tu:::-al influence in the town of ·J-ran~4 Junction 11as first 'Jublished on this 
Site in October 1882- Edwin ?:::-ice, ::::ditor. "':'ai;let placed o~r Ht. G:u-field 

10. 

·~hanter l.A.3 .• in 1957 '.:rected at tine of Jiar1ond Jubilee on ··Joolwor · rth 
3l:ig, the ·-;est o"'unclary,::ain St . (Bldg now O'·TTI.P-d by Golrlen and Purcell.) 

?ark 09era :-louse. Bronze marker recites : npon this site in 1891 ~-ras built 
t[le iark O'!Jera :rouse, a !Tloier:J. theater, ~·rhich ·.-ras fo:::- many :rears the center 
of the cultural lif·2 ·Jf ,_;. ·J.nd Junction. ?laced by Jaughte:::-s American ?.evo
lj_tion at tne rL':le O:'' Jia":lond Jubilee 19S'7 - ~~ount :::JarfieL. Chanter. 
:n the ~-Test si,ie of rae~10use nm·r o:rnwl ":J~r -::.he ~ .J • .3mi th -::oPl.pan~r 7th and 
'Jt~ 3ts. 



fenc8 of lava -.:-ocks '-'-'c.>.e ol.:l :\E0uU::'n'-: ~~:tnch ./ no·.; ~e.~ b,, ~cbt. BPiser) 
3 2i L'ron to1m of :·Iesa ~o com..'"'lemor'lte the :::-eleasing of the : :eeker women 
to t·,e military in 18 79. ?ollo~vin'3 the massacre of the !ndian .\g8nt 
~~a than G. Eeeker, his irl.fe, daughter Josephine, Hrs. ?rice CJ.nci her two 
little children \·Tere held as hostar:;~s by the r;tes fo::.' 27 days • ;hief 
Curay ordered -::.he Utes to surrender thef'l to the mili tar:! forces- and 
they were 'tak0il L"l. sa.:" ety to t>.e home of Ghief Ouray :.nd Ghi ;eta, ~1is 
:rife nAar =·Iontro.se. 

::one _of the historians ~-1!:1.0 have made diligent search can corroborate 
just where t}1e s:q_rr:en"~er tc.ok place, but tradition of old settlers 
say :this tree- (riow nearly all dead) is t;,e s-oot where the womAn T..re!'e 
surrendered.. - . ' 

List Compiled by Mrs. E. F. Woods 
,,• .. ' 

. . . 
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BUILDING INFORMATION 

NAME V•1liTlv~N SCHOOL 
ADDRESS. ____________________________ ___ 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS INFORMATION 
Foundation __________________________________ ___ 

Exterior Walls ____________________________________ __ 

Roof Area~----------------------
Roof Bond Yrs. by------------~------------
Windows - Wood Steel Aluminum~-----
Int1f'~r Walls 

Cei~ .s----------------~------------------~------
Floor Covering 

Halls 
Classrooms 
Gym 
Dining Room 
Kitchen 

Lighting 
Boiler m-a~k-e-----------------------------------------
Boiler BTU output Fuel. ______________ _ 

" Regulators. ________________________________ ___ 
Heat registers 
Steam ·--~H~o-t~W-a_t_e_r----------~F~o-r_c_e~d~A~i-r ____ ___ 

Plumbing: Male Female 
Urinals 
Toilets-student ------------
Toilets-faculty ------------
Wash basins __ 
Drinking fountains 
Sinks-custodial 

Cony·-ication System 

Pro~ ,, System·-------------------------------------
Fire Alarm System~------------------~--~--~-----

Sq. Ft. Area 
Buildings 
Covered Walks 
Open Walks 
Drives & Parking 
Lawn 
Concrete play area 
Graveled " " 
Oiled " " 
Dirt " " 

Total Site: Acres .57 25,000 

,, __ 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 51 PROPERTY ACCOUNT 

Date Erected----~~2~--------------- Code Contractor 
Date Addn, ______________________ __ 

11 II 

Architect 
Mechanica~l------------------------------------------------------

General ________________________________________________________ _ 

BUILDING FACILITIES COST OR VALUATION 
USE ________________ _ 

Rooms No. Area caoac1t• General Contract ,$ ________________ ~ 
Regular classrooms Mechanical Contract ------- -----

Library Architect 
Science Owner Costs 
Home Economics 
Shop 
Music Total Cost 

Appraised Value 1/3/58 
P" -L 0- •. I'!" 1 1 ft•• 'lO '7 ~() ()() 

Adm. Office XXX 
Counselor XXX $ 
Nurse XXX 1<.~+ "'"m"' ,.,; na 1; f'"' • ? ~ v.,.<; 
Multipurpose 
Kitchen XXX 12 

Year Addn.,Allter.,Depln. I ~~ Value 
h1 /1-,n Rate Amt. 

Dining Room /,_() ·v A1o.oo 
Gymnasium 
Shower Rooms XXX 
Teachers Rooms XXX 
Storage XXX 

Hallways XXX 

Rated Capacity 

Basement 
First Floor 
Second Floor I 

Building Total I 

----·-- ___ _j_ 

See reverse side for special information 
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L ounty :;:,upPrLntenaent s .. 
Office 

..., 
Comes Part Of Past 

Months have passed since ern Canada. With his wife, he F o u r t e en superintendents 
election, and the final date has will be staying at the cottage of have served since 1892, some for 
arrived for the closing of the Orville Richards, industrial arts only oneyear, others for as long 
office of Basil -Knight, Mesa teacher at Grand Junction High~ as nine years. Many are forgot-
C o u n t y Superintendent of School. · ten, yet Frank Nisley has been 
Schools. More than that. Knight's honored by having a school 

Voters okayed the change last camp on Grand Mesa will soon named for him. 
fall, bringing about an action be rebuilt after being lost in a Dale Lundy, once a supeMn-~ 
that consolidation over the years fire this spring. The secretary tendent, is now with District 51 
actually caused. of the office, Miss Isabel Ben- as director of food services. and! 

It was once the only way to son, intends to simply slow I Lucille Mahannah is active in 
1 

keep orderly records and to su- down for a second "retire- I mnny civic projects. 
pervise the many little districts ment," after once finishing a 1 Times change, and the voters 
in an area which often operated teaching c a r e e r. Now there said that a superirr1endent is 
with a single room and a single should be time for volunteer not needed in these days to su
teacher. As roads and buses work in the hospis~I an,d churfh, pervise teachers, bufldings, and 
grew in importance districts and for trips with "her. ·sister. ,: ,curriculum. 
were joined to form largef··sys-- ~ The office 'bf..the ··superintend-.1r;;;;.======---..-,;·;-...-;.;-;;;.-.----=-, 
terns, and the need for a county ent lias touched, every young-. 1 

superintendent ceased. ster who has grO\vn up in Mesa · 
Here, as in many counties, the I County. Those b:>xcs of records 

office continued, with talk about contam btts of h1story that show 
ending the old ways, but never the change from a really re 
any action. Basil Knight was mote, rural area, to one which 
elected to a four year term in is more and mar(! in touch with 
1962 and found so many things the world. 
to do that the office took on new From 1.026 students in 1892. 
life. But with the elections in the population has gro11·n to' 
1966, he was at the same time some 13.000 nmr. The 1~ dis
elected to ;111othrr four years, lricts .~l'l'll' to :39. th<:n by cr>n 
and also voted out of office. soliclation to the present thrcL' .. 

State law determines t h a t Collbran, De Beque, and the 
such an office shall operate un· Valley District 51 now cover the' 
til June 30 following the elec- schools of the county. i 
tion, with the duties and records Costs show the change from • 
turned over by then to other the 25 cents a day in 1892, down 
existing offices. to a low of 18 cents per student 

By now Knight has cleaned per day around 1900. Since then · 

SHARON HILL 
NURSING HOME 

Reoistered a n d Licensed 
nur~es 24 Hrs. a day. Spe· 
cial diets - He>me cooked 
food. Room and board for 
both men and women in cot

Soecial att€ntion giv
e·· !o e.Kh resident. 

Call 242-7356 I 

mn 
out the room on the second floor costs grew gradually until a. flcr ' •. I· 
of the courthouse annex and is World War II. when it jumped: 
out of business. Records dating as high as the present nearly ; 
back to 1883 were indexed, $3.00 per day. jl·------------
packed in boxes and taken to Teacher's salaries, once $59 a • 
the state archives in Denver. month are now well o\·er $100. · 
Books from the shelves were No longer is a commen~ po.,.sillle ., 
given to Dist. 51 and others. like thclt in 1:194. 11·hen Supcrin 
The ivv 11 as taken home, but len dent Ecl11 arc! Fisher Solid 
the pot.·trait of Washington and "Our corps of teachers is above 
the framed copies of the Bill of average; ... all except four 
Rights and the Declaration of have had at least a high school , 
Independence are left on the education." · 
walls. Other years the number of 

The room will soon be used high school graduates 11cre not-
for other county business. eel ciS four in 1897. for cx:1mp!e. 

Knight himself is continuing and nine the next year. Ey 1918 
his connection with schooling. there were eight high schools 
working through the harvest "which brings a high school 
t;eason as family contact man within reach of nearly all the 
~fth migrants. School is avail- pupils of the county." 
able for their children and Population rosE> and f(·]J. with 
Knight is the one to keep in 300 less students during one 
touch with youngst~·rs and pnr~ \ :v·t·:tl' in \\'o1·ld \\'a1· I. jumpi;:Y, 
ents as the:v· mo\'c Ill and out of 1 m:1 ~·1Je :HB. ~20. or once trw 
the valier. 1 "small gain of onl) ~H." 

ThCI'c will be time off tlll:' last\ - ----- - --- --
half of the month for. salr_non 1

1

· 

fishing on the Campbell R1ver 
on Vancouver Island in west-~ 
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CONDENSED HISTORY of EDUCATION 

in 

MESA COUNTY 

1892 - 1964 

Taken from the records of the County Superintendent of Schools 
Mesa County Courthouse, Grand Junction, Colorado 

July 28, 1964 
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The County Superintendent of Schools' records for Mesa County,· 
Colorado, date back to 1892. No records are available for the year, 
1914. 

The County Superintendents and their terms of office are as 
follows: 

1892 - 1895 

1896 - 1899 

1900 - 1906 

1907 - 1908 

1909 - 1912 

1913 - 1914 

1915 - 1924 

1925 - 1932 

1933 - 1936 

1937 - 1938 

1939 - 1946 

1947 - 1948 

1949 - 1962 

1963 -

Edward T. Fisher 

Elizabeth A. Walker 

z. B. McClure 

Mrs. D. D. Breeze 

C. G. Sargent 

A. Lee Hampton 

Elizabeth Hinton 

Rose Bishop 

Frank N. Nisley 

Rose Bishop Pedigo 

Sadie E. Hogsett 

!:ale Lundy 

Lucille Mahannah 

Basil T, Knight 

-1-
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COMMENTS by the County Superintendents of Schools 

1892 "The school board of the Grand Junction High School has adopted a 
four year course which will prepare its students for the state univer
sity, There is organized a county teachers' association, county school 
board 1 s society and a county teachers 1 library, 11 

Edward T, Fisher 

1894 "In this Annual Report, the financial showing of the different school 
districts is not the most desirable, The cause of this can be attributed 
to the County Treasurer who embezzled$ 4,600 of the school funds which is 
reported as temporary loans and to the railroad refusing to pay nearly 
$3,000 Special levy because it was not ordered by the electors. 

Cur present State S·l.lperintendent is to be complimented on his untiring 
efforts to improve the conditions of the state school fund, Increase in 
A.D. A. - 15%. II 

Edward T. Fisher 

1895 "The corps of teachers for 1895-96 are above the average. Three are 
Boulder University graduates, two are Greeley Honnal School graduates, and 
four are graduates of the Grand Junction High School. Six are graduates 
from colleges of other states. All except four have had at least a high 
school education, 

The increase in A.D.A. - 31%. The average cost per month for each 
pupil based on enrollment, $2.33; ba:red on A.TJ.A,, $3.48-,,-,-

EdHard T. Fisher 

1896 11 There is no Public Library fund in any district of Mesa County but 
many schools have good private libraries. Nearly every school has a 
\'Jebster 1 s Unabridged Dictionary. 

There has been formed 10 new districts this year and the number of 
teachers is advanced from 47 to 60, 

A few schools have cut the teachers' salaries this year but on the 
whole, the salary is good, 11 

Elizabeth A. Walker 

1897 "There Here four graduates from our High School this year, 
One new district, #JJ, was formed. 11 

Elizabeth A. Walker 

1898 "Two new districts Here formed this year, #34 and #35, 
The election of school directors is noH completely uniform 111ith the 

general arrangement throughout the state, 
Three neH school houses have been built, 
There were nine graduates from the high school. 11 

Elizabeth A. Walker 
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COMMENTS by the County Superintendents of Schools (Continued) 

1899 11 Six new school houses have been built. Three country schools have 
added the ninth grade to their course of study. 

We have a larger percent of teachers who are Normal College graduates 
than at any previous time in the history of the county." 

Elizabeth A. Walker 

1900 "Grand Junction has over 1000 pupils on her census list and will, 
therefore, take her place as a first class district next spring. 

Three new rural schools have been built and, we are pleased to note, 
two of them are heated, lighted and ventilated according to modern ideas. 

1rJe hope soon to see fewer districts and larger, better schools." 
z. B. McClure 

1903 11 The educational spirit in Mesa County is good. The people are 

1906 

1915 

1916 

1917 

demanding better schools. One Union High School was organized this year 
and a second is well under way. 

Less than $1,000 of registered warrants vJere on the treasurer 1 s books 
at the close of this year." 

z. B. McClure 

"lve have endeavored during the past seven years to consolidate the 
schools so that the teachers would not have to teach so many grades; to 
improve the instruction and raise the wages. The most of the school 
boards are ready to pay additional wages to experienced teachers. Our 
greatest trouble is our inability to supply our schools with trained 
teachers." 

z. lB. McClure 

"The school population decreased almost 300 since 1914. 11 

Elizabeth Hinton 

"A force of one hundred fifty teachers taught the year through." 
Elizabeth Hinton 

"The county supports eight high schools which bring a high school 
within reach of nearly all the pupils of the county." 

Elizabeth Hinton 

1918 "The gain in school population during the past year was 305. Six 
additional teachers vJere employed and one new district formed. 

All of the war movements recommended by the State Office were carried 
successfully through the schools • 11 

Elizabeth Hinton 

·-J~ 
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COMMENTS by the County Superintendent of Schools (Continued) 

1919 11 The gain in school population over last year is 220, Two new school 
houses were built. 

On account of the influenza epidemic, the schools were closed for 
long periods." 

Elizabeth Hinton 

1920 "The gain in school population was small, only 48 over last year. 
One nevr school house was built." 

Elizabeth Hinton 

1921 11 The gain in school population in the county this year was 466, 
Our county entered the State Spelling Contest and received second 

place, 
There are now 208 teachers employed." 

Elizabeth Hinton 

1922 "The school census of Mesa County shows an increase of 348, 
Two new schools have been completed - the Collbran High School and 

the Mesa Junior High and Grade School building, 
District #37 won the spelling contest in the county and generously 

sent their contestant to the State Contest. 
One new district was formed - they total 44 now , 11 

Elizabeth Hinton 

1923 "Two new school houses have been built - one to replace the one at 

1925 

De Beque, vrhich Has burned and the other at Mack, a nevr district. 
DeEeque district sent the spelling contestant to the State Contest, 
There are noH 216 teachers employed." 

Elizabeth Hinton 

"Eight new buildings were finished. 277 teachers employed," 
Rose Bishop 

1931 "Music has had a revival in Mesa County, We now have seven bands 
and three orchestras. 11 

Rose Bishop 

The comments of the County Superintendent of Schools were discontinued in 
the Annual Reports after 1931. 
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.. 
statistics showing the ~nd of increase in school enrol'!tents, teachers necessary, 
districts formed, teacher salary increa$8s, and rise in cost per pupil per A.D.A. 

.r 

1892 

1897 

1901 

1905 

1909 

1913 

1916 

1921 

1925 

1929 

1935 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1959 

1963 

Number of 
:::Jistricts 

14 

32 

35 

35 

35 

35 

37 

39 

35 

35 

36 

35 

35 

29 

.3 

3 

3 

Com par is ons: 

illiumber of 
Teachers 

27 

57 

68 

102 

141 

182 

165 

208 

277 

250 

256 

315 

297 

351 

407 

549 

596 

Teachers Average 
Honthly Salary 

$ 73.00 

59.00 

60.00 

64.00 

78.00 

79.00 

79 .oo 

128.00 

121.00 

152.00 

134.00 

149.00 

164.00 

2)1.00 

30),00 

406,00 

454.00 

Number of 
Students 

1,026 

1,992 

2,700 

4,039 

5,236 

6,093 

5,165 

5' 624 

7,132 

7,219 

7,689 

6,970 

6,236 

7 ,36o 

9,058 

10,845 

12,195 

Cost per pupil 
per A.D.A. 

$ • 25 per day 

.21 

.18 

,18 

.26 

.28 

• 32 

.so 

.53 

• 80 

.47 

.57 

• 73 

1.48 

2.06 

2.27 

2.55 

(1) School enrollment in 1892 in Hesa County was 1,026 and 12,195 in 1963. 
(2) There were 27 teachers in 1892, in 1963 there were 596. 
(3) Teachers' average salaries increased from $73.00 in 1892 to $454.00 in 1963. 
(4) Co~t per pupil Fer A.D.A. rose from 25¢ in 1892 to $2.55 in 1963. 

Mesa County school district reorganization took place in 1951, resulting in three school 
districts in the county - Mesa County Valley #51, first class; Plateau Valley #50, second 
class and DeEeque Public Jt. 49, third class. 
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Miss Richie, l~ter the nother of Horace (Tex) Violett, tau~h~ 

the school for th~ next two years, lS$5 and 1?86. 

In 1~$7 ~ brick school building was finished on the land now 

us~d by Fruita Central School. It had -t:.wo rooms for classes on 

the first floor ~nd one lar;~ room ups~~irs which w~s used for 

lit er3.ry-· society, Sunday school, church, and all other community 

meetin-:;. ~~1iss \nna &?.rret tau~ht all of the pupils in one of the 

first floor rooms that. year. 

In lg?g there w~re so nany pupils that two teachers were hir9d, 

2. ?. Fisher as Principal and Mable Ateel Kief!r. 

Hi7h school suhj ~cts were add~d in 1890 and held in the upstairs 

roo~. In 1~93 the first ~raduating e~ercises were held. Only thr~e 

years of hi·::h school v1ork were r:1quired for ~raduation in those first 

years. Five stud~nts ~raduated that year, and ?--Iiss Alice ~-:urphy 

was the Principal. 

In 1q94 the addition was built on th~ brick school house in 

Frui t:a, 1::-•..tt soon the ?v1ethldist Church was used for overflow classes. 

Th::> Union High .School was organized by the Fruita, Rhone, Star, and 

Lam?. Districts in 1904 and 1905. Hunter, New Liberty, and l'~ack 

Districts l~t~r joined this hi~h school unit. 

The hL;h school buildin.~ was erected in 1905 on South r-1aple 

Street in the block where Reed's Dairy is now located. This buildin6 

burned in 1934, and the classes w2ra held in the old Odd Fellows 

H3ll and the ~ory Buildi:: :--now, City Hall, during 1934 and 193 5 

while the present hi~h school building was being constructed. 

On Glade Park, the Leslie School) West End School, and Pipe 

Line 3-::hool have been closed to combine with Coates Creek and 

Little ~elor~s Schools. 
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Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Underwood, Kathleen Hill, 1944-
Town building on the Colorado frontier. 

Bibliography: p. 
Includes index. 

I. Cities and towns-Colorado-Growth-Case studies. 
2. Frontier and pioneer life-Colorado-Grand Junction
Case studies. 3. Grand Junction (Colo.)-Social 
conditions. I. Title. 

HT37l.U515 1987 307.7'62'0978817 86-30868 
ISBN 0-8263-0951-8 

Copyright © 1987 by the University of New Mexico Press. 
All rights reserved. 
First edition 

To tfi.e men 
Fern Parry 
and Robin 
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To: Je/Jtt / /)js· 

CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION 
25 0 North 5th Street 
Grand Junction, CO 81501-2668 
FAX: (970) 244-1599 

fAC~IMilE 

7"'. <"' I Location: ...j.)a I r ,)C///=1~ 
Telephone Number: ____________ _ 
FAX Number: -------------------

From: --------------------
Telephone Number: (970) ---------

Number of Pages Including Cover Sheet: --~~::rfiC-...lo<:ud:.......+-. 

Special Instructions: 

If the telecopy you have received is incomplete or illegible, please call 
!Ykact/& at (970) :!'li-lt/M . · 
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LEGAL AD 

Page 1 of 1 

Publish One Time: 

Proof of Publication: 

ACCOUNT #30238 

November 27, 1995 

Grand Junction Community Development 
250 North 5th Street 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

MEETING OF THE GRAND JUNCTION HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
Monday, December 4, 1995 4:00 pm 

C.D. Smith Building, NW Corner Ute Avenue and 5th Street 

The Grand Junction Historic Preservation Board shall review and make 
recommendation on designation of the following building to the City Register of Historic 
Sites, Structures and Districts at its regularly scheduled meeting Monday, December 
4, 1995: 

Whitman School (Museum of Western Colorado) - 248 South 4th Street 
Owner: Industrial Development Incorporated 

Upon recommendation by the Board, the Grand Junction City Council, at its regularly 
scheduled meeting Wednesday, December 20, 1995 at 7:30 pm in the City-County 
Auditorium, 520 Rood Avenue, will consider designation of the Whitman School to the 
City Register of Historic Sites, Structures and Districts. 



REACHING FOR h.OHER GOALS ... 

EDUCATION SHAPES OUR FUTURE 
Mesa County Valley School District 51 

December 12, 1995 

Christine Leusch 
Development Officer 
Museum of Western Colorado 
P.O. Box 20,000 
Grand Junction, CO 81 502 

Dear Ms. Leusch: 

Office of the Superintendent 

We believe the preservation of Grand Junction's history is vital to the community. Mesa 
County Valley School District No. 51 supports the Museum of Western Colorado in applying 
for Historical Designation for the Whitman School Building. 

Sincerely, 

. 'tl < '/ ~ ( <•I i ) 

George J. Straface, Ed.D. ~_., 
Superintendent of Schools 

2115 Grand Avenue • Grand Junction, CO 81501-8063 • 970 245-2422 • FAX 970 245-6106 
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~ 
Industrial 
Developments,,Nc. 
360 Grand Avenue, Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 (303) 242-3214 

December 13, 199 5 

Christine Leusch 
Development Officer 
Museum ofWestern Colorado 
P.O. Box 20000 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 

Dear Ms. Leusch, 

-

On behalf oflndustrial Developments, Inc , and as the legal owners of the Whitman School 
Building, 248 S. 4th Street, Grand Junction, Colorado, we support the Museum ofWestern 
Colorado in their effort to have the building designated historical. We ask that the Grand 
Junction City Council approve the Museum of Western Colorado's application for listing in the 

local historic register. 

Sincerely, 

':4 non-profit community development organization, affiliated with the Grand Junction Area Chamber of Commerce" 
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September 15, 1994 

TO: Grand Junction City Planning Office 

FROM: Juc:ty Prosser-Armstrong and David Bailey, Museum of Western Colorad0 

RE: Submission of Whitman Schoo! Building (Museum of Western Colorad· 
Register of Historic Places 

Description of General Characteristics of the Structure: 

As a resutt ot post-\1\'\..Yl population growth, the need for addnional schools became 
acute in Grand Junction. Whitman Schoo! was built as a result, and was utilized, without 
change, until the early 1960s when it was r1o longer needed vy the Schoo! D1stricr. in 
1965 it was acquired through an agreement with Industrial Develop:ti~P ' ·rpnratcd to 
be used as a museum. 

v~vhen constructed in the mid-1920s, Whitman zy-.L,ool was located dn'::·dly adjacent 
·o lt'e Park Opera House. Later, the opera house wa~c Jemolished to ,,..,:=~.!-::"''way for r ' .. :w 
~-onstruction by C D. Smith. The Museum's east wing, added in 1 flF; ~· bui!t vr' part 
ct t11e original grov-:js of the opera house. The museum is now oper" .a1 ,t'e rv1uS6l.J!Ti 

01 V•Jestem Colorado, incorporated 

Description of the particular 1eatures of the structure. site or distr;ct 
preserved. 

The Whitman SchooL built in 1 r is significant because It was erected and still 
stands on a locatiOn which was designated as one of the four original schoo! sites when 
thP {-::rand lu· ''"'•""'~'"" i"A1,V'1";it~ w·a· .c;. nla+t;;0 !ro 41882 by tha Town c· ompa"ly·. 11..:. l-l , ... q;, ill t,f "' .. ._. --"1 ·-!.;;.;! '!..~ 1!~-!V.~ tV.-~!.c--.-,.-,...- =· F-- \-..-..--..£- -~ II , ;\.-.,., ~ c~--·~ '-· 
itS location at the junction ot two major tho•ofares, it continues to reflect the ideais of town 
planning in the 19th century 

Wh""n fi-,.:. t-.-ir-L- h• ,;ir!!n(' ;.v;g;::; -:::;.~_....,, ,;,..e~ to·· ho-u· se a ")USeum t'ts a...-ter·ir-lr !.-•. '·····r·'·" w··--·, ilv~ .. ;~vt .. h~vr'\~V!!V-!-i=I.~--_...,!.,....~'\.:f'-1~~:. '-' . -~~ · , w"' ... --.;a~....J!!;' .. -~~ 

remodeled. Desp1te these changes however, the grounds of the Whitman School have 
been kept relat;ve!y intact Sixty-five years after construction, the building continues 10 

h ''-' ' L . ' f . . ,. b 'ld" . d G ! • • • exr .!tHt the cuaramenstrc:.s o. promment pubnc u1 rng tn owntown rano ,;uncnon. 

F''. Dl 



' \} -
1 ~d ~· ~ssocia~i~n, the In the lOOth y~qr of our Nstio~~ ~ ucay1on · 

t-=?..ch.::rs of t:.!--."0! Low~r Valley wish to pa.y tribut8 to our own early 
school te 3.cif;;;rs. 

This stor•r of the:! dev-2lopm~nt of educ:ttion in our s.rea is 
dedicated ;:o ou.r recently r<:!tired teachers: 

¥r. ~~rl S. Forbus 
~rs. ~essie Dahler 

Mrs. Ethel Parks 
Mr. Philip L. Griebel 

and ":o ~·'rs. Ho;~~sett, ;•rho g1.'7e much '",o our valley as tee.cher, 
coun0:r superintendent of schools, ~nd ~oth~r of te?..ch~rs. 

~·re vri s h to .::=~:-ere: s '3 

Miss Il~ Zi.::fer qn~ her 
Mr. J;~es Nichols 

our s.~~reci&tio~ ~o ~he foll~1i~~: 
m o : h :;) r , :·.r.r s • N::. 'o 1 e l( i e f"' r 

~r. and ~rs. gerhert 9erg 
!<lrs. Bess Cox Brovm Yiss \.nn"- :?er:; 

~·~r. :~d r.:rs • ....T-=tl<e l"}oss 
md :n:=u;.:.' O":h"'rS who h3. ve 

~~. PhiliP L. Griebel 
also help:~d us ::e.th.::=r our stor:-. 

Tnis 'tooklet is not pr"' s:::.n~ ed as a doc'.l..':l:;nt ed record, b~t as 
a summ=rv of ~~nv im~ort~nt ~nd int~restin~ haco~nin-s i~ the 
,;r·Y·'th ol:~ "'<uc.,r-ion i::-: our loce.l cor.!':l'l...'1iti8s. ·- . 

1. 
2. 
3 • 
4. 
5. 

'·'le o~··e much -:o ':he county superintendents of schools: 
Harrison E. Stroud (1~81) 8. C. S. Sar~ent 
'ieor;e ''l. Caldwell 9. Elizabeth. Hinton 
E. D. Eonton 10. Frank N. Nisley 
r.~. 0. ','hit-e'r.e?..d 11. Rose Bishop Pedigo 

f. •. 
~. T. Fisher 12. Sadie Hogsett 
Slis A. ~falk=:r 13. Dale Lundy 

7. Z. B. McClure 14. Lucille Mahanah (1947) 

Th ~ most recen: develo~~ent of i~corta~ce to th~ schools of 
our r.rand 7all-?7 w-?.s "':he fo;:"1'1ulati -n ofl. our newl7 re-orianized 
sc~ool distri:t: In J~nuary of 1951 apcroximatAly ei~hteen 
school dis~ricts were reor:~nized into one district called the 
"1'·1es a Cou:-:t y rlalley Schools, District 51.~ ?,1any persons we Fe 
i~stru~ent~l in brinzin! about such a reor~aniz~d district ?..~d 
desPrve to be reco~nized. However, this would require a great 
deal more space and ti~e for r~se~rch th~b is ~vailable. People 
thi~ should be mention~d, howev~r, are thosa that hav~ been in
strumental in working for t~e continued i~Drovement of our 
sc~~ols. a~d h~ve se~ved as ~he fi~st adni~istrators and boara 
mem~ers of this district. 

~~r. I. K. Boltz •.••••••••••••• Superintendent of Schools 
Mr. Rolland Powe 11 ••..•...•... Lower Valley .\rea Superintendent 
~~r. :iay Hume •.•.••.••.•.•.••.• \ss 1 t Superintendent of Scl:ools 

r,-;em>:::ors of ':he Fi.rst P()ard of ?.:ducation of District 51 
!~r. Ja!"'les '"'or:!lley Dr. ~varren Shelledy Yir. Oliver Reed 
.·.r. r:eor::':e A..:.n•e Fr. Joe Chamberlin 

T:trs. \da 'I'rissel 

I 



- ~ 1 FIRST SCHOOL Z~!~CLlJ.'[~tiT3 TN DISTRIC? # 2 

In a 12' by 14' frame buildin~ 
South Sast of the pres~nt to•m 
of :?rui te,. 

Charles Roth 

Henry Ross 

''Jill Ross 

Effie Mahany 

Charles Mahany 

Anna ~'!?.hany 

Bert r.:ahan y 

Charles Lapham 

Polly Lapham 

Mida Lapham 

J arne s La ph am 

Sadie Ross 

John Stafford 

Hamie Stafford 

----- ----

In the new to~m of Fruita, 
located where Independent 
Lumber Co. now is. 

James Lapham 

Mida Laph'im 

Jack Stafford 

Mamie Stafford 

Xill Pabor 

Frank Pabor 

Charles Fabor 

James Nichols 

Sffie Mahany 

Charles Mahany 

Anna !-1ahany 

James Brown 

.\nnie Br-own 

Dessie Bro'V{Il 

:r<1amie Me Car thy 

John HcCarthy 

Susie McCarthy 

Katie r-1c Carthy 
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S CHOOL-HOtJ333 1-: ~,3.K ':'HE TR.UL 

lst District #2 School, Southe~st of Fruita 

Fruita School ('.·'here Indeoe:1dent Lu..'nber Do. 
now is located) 

Lobac!<: 3c~ool (near 3ethel Church corner-
west of Appleton) 

Colurncine School ( 5 miles 'T"?st of GrandJunction 
on old ~iver Ro~d) 

Hi~h Foin~ School 

Rhone School 

Lon.:ffellow-· (.~do he) 

"South of River" School 

Hunter School 

Lorna School 

.lst ~!irMesa 

Glade P1r~ Schools 

Sunset 

West End 
Leslie 
Sleeper {Little Dolores) 
Coa.tes Creek 
?ipe Line 

Valley View 

Park School 

Apple~ on 

New Liberty 

Enterprise 

2nd Gc?.IT.J. e s a 

¥-ark Ross School ? 

Mesa County Valley Schools District # 51 

From 

Early 

8 

1883 to 1884 

1884 tol9ll 

1894 to 1911 

1897 to 1911 

1888 to 1917 

1395 to 1955 
., to 1916 

1907 to 1918 

1895 

1900 

1905 to 1910 

1900's 

1906 to 1955 

1918 to 1930 

1918 to 1930 

? to 1908 

1912 

1918 

1919 to 1925 

1927 to 1934 

? ., 
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Aa=e::ited. bv the Amencm ~ -m oi M~ 

j\-fusellm of W~ern Colorado 
P. o.·Box ZOOOQ-5020 
Grand Junction,. CO 81502-5020 
Banches: .C.""CSS Crc:::ards Living Histary F:u::t .Dinosaur Valley 

PHOTOGRAPHIC USE AGRa'd:ENT 

P!:~hs oi Museum items are ~vailable. unless resalc::ed. far ;a fee Oasai an the 3ize of the photcgr:aph a1Ui its int=d.ed. use. 
Ph~hlng of !vi~ item.s and/or~ of ph~ me:.ms you agree to camply With the Mu:.um'.s amditicn:s a.s 
indiclCI!I:i beiaw mct an the rever:se. With ccmp1e:i.cm of this .fcm1 met paymmtt fer aJl ~ fees. the Mu:seum gr:uu:s 
pecnissicm ta U5e the phorcgr:~phs l1ste:i in the .:zwuwr de!c:ibed. NO!E: Permission far ~aieluse oi Museum o:f 
Westem Colorado photographic images is llOt part oi this ~and requires separate permission. 

USE OF PHOTOGX.APHS <P1eue d1eckl 

Resarc:h _ Pe!Sonal _ Display/Det:oration (specify) _______________ _ 

~bliation(spe~} ______________________________________________ ~ 

Other (specify} Historic Research /Hj stori c Site Npmjnati on Form 

DESCRIPTION OF PHOTOGXAPHS OR I'I'EMS 
D-=ipt:ioa oi Image: 

~fuitman School Photograph, No #, MWC 

Schiesswohl Building, Schiesswohl Collection, 1991.32 

P..lblicuion in which !:he imase will appeu _________________________ _ 

P:ojec:ed Publiatian Date----------- Numbe' oi Ccpies -----

! lu!reiry agra tD accept the amdil:i.cns lismd above anci CZ1 the the revecse oi ::!lis sheet. tD giVe proper c:edit a.5 fellows: ·~, 
MU51i!mn oi Wesmm Ccloradc. • and tD send !D the M1ll51!1ml a ccpy of the ::xt !:n whicl1 the above indiclteri p.hotagraphs/items are 
published. It is unciemcOci that only smgie. one-time use rights are granted. .md that further use oi the pltotcgraphs/!.tems c::m only 
be :nad.e with written p-rrnissicm ot the Museum. · 
N~~~prind ____________________________________________________ __ 

s~-------------------------------------------------------------------
~mdDn __ __.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__. _______________________________________________ __ 

Ad~--------------------~--------------------------------------------------
St:aa: ------------ Zip ------ Telephone :Samber ___ _ Oa~----------------------------
NOTIC::WAR..."ilNG CONC..::...'<..'IING CO.P'YlUG~-IT REUUC'IONS 

.The <:::?Yllgilt !.olw oi ~'1e U.S. governs tbe :n:ticin~ ot p.itctce::e;nes or amer ~u.c:::.cns. 

.~CtOCC'Ces or otner ~uc:cn:s c:m ce iumlsi1ed. onLy "Under. ==n =amons. if they wtil be u:seci soieiy for 1mv:ue :!rud.v, 
sc±:o~'C or~ Use oi ~far odler ~ may ':n.W! the c:opyngilt 1.l5er liable for imlmgem~ · 
.This uuntuacn ~the ngnt :a ac::e;n :1 ccpymg order if. in its jwi;=:mt. fuifillment oi the orcier ·.vauld. invo.lve <1 vtciaticm 

oi ~;.itt. 
3i91 



CONDITIONS 
Purchase of photograp~nstitutes agreement with the ... owing conditions: 
1. Responsibility of copyright questions that might occur are assumed by the user. _ 
2. The Museum of Western Colorado reserves the right to limit the number of photographic copies, to 
restrict the use of rare or valuable material, to ensure reproductions are in good taste, and to make special 
arrangements on orders involving unusual difficulty in copying. Before publication, the Museum reserves 
the right to require a proof. 
3. Photographic coptes of material used in any publication must be obtained from the Museum. 
4. All photographs reproduced must be credited as follows: "Museum of Western Colorado" followed by 
the collection name-if known, the negative number, and photographer-if known. Appropriate placement 
of the credit line will be stipulated at the time the order is made. Failure to provide appropriate c:redit 
may restrict the user from future access to the collection. 
5. A complimentary copy of the published work should be furnished to the Museum. 
6. Publication and I or reproduction of an image requires prior permission from the Museum. Subsequent 
use may require payment of additional fees. 
7. Requests of copies of photographic images for use in mass productions in formats such as postcards, 
posters, or note paper may require special arrangements. 
8. Special requests for overprinting, bleeding the page, or cropping require prior written permission .from 
the Museum. 
9. Unless otherwise stipulated, the reproduced image will be a full frame duplication of the original 
10. If a copy negative of the original image does not exist, the user will pay for the cost of a 2 1/4 copy 
negative. The negative will be maintained by the Museum. . 
11. The Museum reserves the right to waive reproduction fees by Colorado non-profit organizations, 
university presses engaged in non-commercial publication, and or for use by the news media in 
newspaoer articles, newscasts, or non-commercial documentaries. 
1.:. Ad~tments to fees are subject to the approval of the Museum Archivist and the Director of the 
Museum of Western Colorado. 
13. In addition to processing fees, reproduction fees are charged for commercial use of images. 
14. Fees are subject to change at any time. 

PROCESSING FEES 
See attachment for current prices. Unless otherwise indicated, all prints will have a glossy surface, will 
be reproduced on RC paper, and will be unmounted. Normal delivery time will be three weeks, unless 
a rush order is negotiated. See above for information on copy negatives (10) and {8) for image adjustment 
such as cropping. Payment for processing is payable to the photographer at time the order is placed. 
Reproduction fees to the Museum are also due when the order is placed. A minimum $2.00 mailing fee 
will also be payable to the Museum at the time the order is placed. 

COMMEROAL REPRODUCTION FEES 
In addition to the fees paid for reproduction, the following fees are charged by the Museum for 
commercial use: 
1. Per photograph for books. post::ards, filmstrips, videotapes, posters, and similar commercial use: 

1-3.000 Cop!es .... ·-·-·-·-····----··-.5 10.00 
5,001-10,000 CO~)les ..... -·----····--- 30.00 
10.0001-15,000 Caples·-···-··------· 75.00 
Over 15,000 cotnes.·-···-·····---····-- 100.00 

2. Fee per photoirap:n for publisher.; of serials: 
Under 50,000.-·-·--··········--·-····-..S 10.00 
50,001-10,000_____________ 50.00 
Over 1 00,000-----·--·-·-·---- 100.00 

3. Special use fees, per photograph: 
Display use..--···--·-··--··----·.5 25.00 
Book jacket by c:ommeraal publisher·----- 50.00 
Commeraal motion picture or televtSion use.-··· i'5.00 
AdvertiSing use.·-···················---···· 100.00 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
Complimentary copy received y n 
Date Order Requested Date Order Completed ----
Total Reproduction feeS Total Commercial Use Fees ___ _ 
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:0 is t: Y" i c.i: "#;;..___ __ _ _S c h o o. L: _ _ u;,..,.,t m, "' E lc.men.fa t=l 
----~L __ o~~~-L~OuQ~:--------------------------------------

·.!.- . I , 
/1(/; /J / ' t 

:Oa.k b~ I J t : Ma..-k.Y' \~\: / (11/! ,_ 

-Desc.T' i pt io"': No. of 'YooJYLS _ Tea.c.he.vt1:5e _G '<""~~--
-p, c: t. ure- 1 

Last date. Lt~~d. a~a Scho~J eoMI'V'IU~·,+r cef}ter~ 
F1na.l cJLs.po.s ;t,~V\ o-r bu i I d., '-'Gf 

'•ihi tm~;,:J :-~lcrnent AX"[ :3 chool ai"ld -~~hi trna.n P ,;rk 
tooation: Ute ::.ve;ru~! ~..rJd 4th ~-it. 
:::nrolll:l£mt; Grad!;:& 1··4 
Principals: :r.~ss Alice Aldrich 
~~hen diobandcd: 1962; children uent to I!nwthor.ne 21om. ;;;chool teacher 
Cther uses: 1962-63 Special .8d - 31mn~ntn.ry ... :>Jra. ~)o:cothy Tyndall,/#% 

1966 - t-tlrned over to tho city for a must::um .April 30,1966 
Still standing: Yes 
Pictures: Available 
Niscellaneoua information: 

The P~rk Opera ilouae wa..s located on the ~.~hi tman School ::: · ,, : :da. 
1Nhen this bl~ild.i.ng was condemned and torn down, the school supt. 
bought the b~icr~ ~hich wer.e re-uned in the following school 
builclinga: Rlverside, Col~.mhus, 'J"opo, Tiand a."lci Shop buiildingo 
o! (,'rand Junction Hi.ih, and. the Admin :Bldg on Eooo. Ave. 

whitman S cr1ool also underwent changes in use vlhen thP. town school 

enrollments dropped as families with children moved to nevJly developing 

' outlying areas. In the 60's, the rem,c.i nin('. 't.'hi tm;:,n rupi ls were trans ... 

1 ferred to Ea\-1thorne Slemcntary1<,whi qh also h~1d a de creased enrollment. 
a...,.,.~}~,. ~ '.· ... ' .. ;-:· ·' . 

Nrs. Dorothy Tindall's Special Education classe:is were conducted at 

Whitman School. Later \vhen the need was evidenced for a museum in Grand 

Junction, arrangements were made with the ;)cJ-wol Bor:.rd \vl-:ich perrr.i ttecl 

'llhi tman School to be remod e leci for that }Jc.rpose. It is :--.m.; Tte !<::useum 

of Western Colorado - a special educational resource for the children 

and for the many adult visitors who come :.from all areas of the n. S. 


