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March 5, 1996 

Community Developement Department 

Kristen K. Ashbeck, Associate Planner 
250 North 5th St. 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 

Dear Kristen: 

We, as owners of the building situated at 2 26 Pitkin Ave. , Grand Junction 
Colorado, are requesting that it be designated as an historic building on 
the Local Register of Historic Sites, Structures & Districts. 

Enclosed is a check for $60.00 to cover the fees. 

F. R. Montgomery 
3636 G. Rd. 
Palisade, CO 81526 

Jana M. Montgomery Santini 
29500 Heathercliff Rd. #17 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Marjorie L. Montgomery 
929 OUray Ave. 
Grand Junction, CO. 81501 

Signed: 

-·-
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V. SKETCH MAP: Map all fea~es and show the boundaries o~he resources. Show all 
major topographic features, permanent modern features, and vegetation zones as appropriate 
Give names of features, streets and addresses if known. Provide scale, key ~nd direction • 
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28)Location/~ccess: 

29)Boundary Description: 

30)Boundarv Justification: 
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RESbl!RCE NO. 'J. 31-f) -jl{J-- :J 5-----_ 0/ j' 
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(Attach Photographg) Frame Number 

Roll Number 

Facade Orientation 

IV. SIGNIFICANCE: Assess whether or not the resource has any historical or architectural 
merit by checking appropriate categories and justifying below. Include 
any re~evant historical data. 

20) Architectural Significance: 21) Historical Significance: 

Represents work of a master· Associated with significant persons 
Posses~es high artistic values Associated with significant events or 
Represents a type, period, or patteyns 
method of construction Contributes to the significance of an 

historic distTict 

22) List Any Associated Cultural Group: ____________ __ 

V. REFERENCES: 

RECORDER Oi ane Smucny DATE 3-31-81 
----------------
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r:f 4 gen~rations of stonemasOns carved out their 
j mark m the Grand Valley over past 9 decades 

Ginger Rice 
Daily Sentinel 

Q 11 . · Reader Edward Kritzb­
• .sky wants to -know, 

"Whatever happened . to 
the ·stonemasons that were in this 
area?" 

A 
Al and Vince Grasso of 

: . Grasso Masonry Inc. repre: 
· sent the third and fourth 

gene·rations of a family renowned 
fot much of the stonemasonry in 
and around the Grand Valley. 

But they're not doing it' any-· 
more. About six years ago, they 
wrote it off as unprofitable. Now, 
Al said, they specialize in com­
mercial jobs, mostly involving 

A· competitor, Bill Harrison of 
B.G. Harrison Masoncy, still does 
stonework, but the jobs are in the 
high country - Aspen, Beaver 
Creek, Telluride, Vail - where 
stone still is used lavishly in cus­
tom homes and commercial 
buildings. 

Architects for more moderately . 
priced projects don't design stone­
work anymore·, because it's not 
cost effective, said ·'Rory Hinch­
man, estimator for Harrison. "If' 
they draw it,. we can· do it," he 
said. More often than not, what 
looks like stone is a veneer. 

learned stonemasonry in the east­
ern United States, and by 1908, 
was licensed to practice his trade 
here. · 

That was the year he and Louis 
Spallone, _both prominent brick 
and stone contractors, built the 
concrete sidewalk, flooring and 
structural foundation , for the· 
Schiesswohl Building at Sixth 
Street and Colorado Avenue. 
Their pay, according to a Museum 

·of Western ·Colorado publication, 
was "a black driving horse called 
'Bud,' the warranty deed ~to 10 
acres of land, and eight shares of 
Grand Valley irrigation sto~')(Ji. 

ill bri~kmasonry.. · ··· 

Not so in the .old days when 
Nunzio Grasso,.was around. Borri 
in Ricchi;. -~~~ly, }It)870, . Grasso 

Nunzio, who became a ri.it.ural- · 
ized citizen-in 1912; also buift the 

. . . . . . :":\ .. ·. i 
~' -, 

From, page lB .. ·. . 
N atiorial Monument· in the ··1960s, 
said AI, who ·worked with his 
father and uncle on the amphithe­
ater there. 

The Grassos also built the first 
superintendent's house near the 
visitors center, a maintenance 
facility and a bathroom (near the 
amphitheater) with left and right 
sides that. are mirror images of 
each other. That work is so 
impressive, historian Dave Fishell 
said; that an effort is under way to 
get the bathroom listed on the 
National Register of Historic 

··- --·--··-~---~---·~.2:.- .. .-,.-.· .... 

Places .. · 
Another· Grasso building seen 

more frequently is the original 
clubhouse at Lincoln Park now 
home of the Grand Junctio~ city 
parks department. 

AI apprenticed with the Brick­
layers, Masorts and Plasterers 
International Local 11 and subse­
quently taught his son, Vince. 

But, thanks to cost, the art of 
stonemasonry was even then a 
dying art. 

His father, Louis, the· second­
generation stonemason, is 84 now 
and lives in retirement in Denver. 

~/ 

·Sacred Heart Catholic ·Church in 
Fruita, the Driggs Mansion in 
Unaweep Canyon and the Red­
lands Country Club. He also built 
the retaining walls for the Million 
Dollar Highway near. Ouray and 
reconstructed the Redstone Castle 
Gatehouse when·· ·it was· moved 
from Redstone to Grand Junction. 

"I can re.member my. grandpa 
marked all the stones and put it 

·back together," · sai4 Lou Grasso, 
· who grew • up in a sJone-trimmed 
house built by his grandfather at 
First Street and Teller Avenue'. 

Nunzio trained his sons, Louis 
arid Mike, and they built the visi­
tors center on the Colorado 

See Stonemasons, page 128 
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• COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE 'VEY -Preservation Office, 

"'-' 
130~·oadway, Denver, CO 80203 

NOT FOR FIELD USE 
DET. ELIG. 

INVENTORY RECORD 

IMPORTANT: CONPLETE THIS SHEET FOR EACH 
RESOURCE PLUS EITHER AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL OR 
HISTORICAL/ARCHITECTURAL COMPONENT FORM. 

DET. NOT ELIG. 
NOMINATED 

LISTED, DATE 

I. IDENTIFICATION: l}Resource No. ___ 5ME._~4~1~4~7 __________ 2)Temp.~No. ____ =2~9 ______________ __ 

3)Resource Name Stranger Groeery 4)Project Name_HisWric Survey of City · 

5)Category: Arch. Site_-_, Hist./Archit.· Structure_x_, Hist./Archit. District 

6)(For Arch. site)In a District:yes __ no __ ;Name ______ =n~o=ne~----------------------------

II. LOCATION: 7)Township lS ;Range lW ; NE lz; of SW lz; of SW lz; of ffi'l ~ of 

Section 14 P.M.· Ute 8)County _______ M=e=s=a __________________________ _ 

9)USGS QUAD Grand Junction, Colo. ;7.5...._15 ___ ;Datel962 (73) Attach photocopy 

portion of Quad. Clearly show site. lO)Other maps Location: AsSessor map 2945-143 

ll)~cfrl1///////////~l///l///lj('IJI).J.)#!-NIIII/IIIII/II/¥Y~=er;:;.;;;;l---. __ acres 

13)UTM Reference: (One UTM centered on resource may be given for resource under 10 acre~c) 

A.l.L.2J;~7JL.o 13 r4 ,Q lmE;I4 t3 12 t6 14 ,a .S )mN. B.LL._j;J ]mE;I fmN. 
'· 

c.~;l I , I , , lmE;l , I , I , , lmN. n.LLJ;I , , lrnE;I , I , I , , 1~. 
!!~)Address 226 Pitkin Ave. 26 142 City_ Lot ___ Block ____ Addition ________ _ 

III. HANAGEMENT DATA: 15)Field Assessment: Eligible~Not Eligible __ Need Data __ 

16)0wner/Address ____________ __. ______________________________________________________ __ 

17)Gov't Involvement: County ___ St~te __ Federal __ Private __ : Agency _________ n/_a ____________ _ 

18)Disturbance:none __ light __ moderate_x_heavy __ total __ ;Explain ___ d_e_ter ___ io_~ __ ~ __ ·o_n __ no~t_i_cab __ l_e __ __ 

fi:Oin the rear 

19)Threats to Resource:Water Erosion __ Wind Erosion __ Animal Activity __ Neglect __ Vandalism __ 

Recreation Construction __ ;Comments __ ~no==n~e~a~t~p=r=e=sen==t=----------------------------------

20)Management Reco~~endations __ r_o=u-tin~·-e~ma=-i~n=ta-ln-·=en==c=e~----------------------------------

V. REFERENCE: 21)State/Fed. Permit Nos. a 
----~~~------------------------------------

22)Photo Nos. Rolli: 12 ,on· 'file at Downtown Developnent AuthJrity 

23)Report Title \-t i=>'\t>r\CJ Str u.c...+u.re~ ~~ C.,e_c.._nd_ ~ v....~~ ... :\\ on 
24)Recorder Robin Krawitz 25)Recording Date July 23 , 1982 

26)Recorder Affiliation 00<:\ 27)Phone No. ~':\5-~9'2..~ 



Resour-ce No. 5ME4147 Page 2' 

V. SKETCH MAP: Map all featu~ and show the boundaries of t~esources. Show all 
maJor topographic featur~s, permanent modern features, and vegetation zones as appropriate. 
Give names of features, streets and addresses if known. Provide scale, key and direction. 
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28)Location/Access: 

29)Boundary Description: 
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Lot 26 Block 142 

30) Boundary Justification: "'\\a. 
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Colorado Preservation Office 
~ 1300 Broadv1ay, Denver, CO 8020: 

(303) 866-3392 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORICAL COMPONENT FORM 

IMPORTANT: USE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE GREEN INVENTORY RECORD FORM FOR 
FOR RECORDI~G HISTORIC STRUCTURES &~ DISTRICTS. USE SEPARATELY FOR 
RECORDING STRUCTURES LOCATED WITHIN DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. 

1) Re source No. SM841 47 2) Temp No • __ ?_.g.____ 3) Name St:r:ang~r Q;ocery 

4) Addresa 226 Pitkin 51 District NaT.e ____ Dow.n ___ bown __________________ __ 

I. INTEGRITY: 6"} Condition: Good X Fair Deteriorated 

7} Original Use Ca.rmercial/Residential 8} Present Use Commercial 
------~--------------------

9} Original Site~ ~oved ___ Date(s} ef Move! ________________________________________ __ 

10} Unaltered Altered X Explain: F:ront display windows replaced 

121 _Construction Date _____ 1_9_1_5 ___________ 131 Archftect/Builder __ ~unknow.n~~~---------------

14} Architectural Style (sl Vernacular Structure of the 1905-1915 period 

15} Special Features/Surroundin_g_s: Arched entry and display windows:C)Ierestory in tact: 
- . 

flat roof slight overhang; only said stohe building in area, only 2 story ccmnercial 

building in the small ccmnercial area \\frich carries over to South 2 cxl. 

161 Archaeological Potential: .res __ No· __ tJnknown ·_. _ Explainr ____________ _ 

III.- CULTURAL ACTIVITIES: ·Key the resource type (ie: house, barn, shed, school, church, etc) 
to the cultural activity theme and sub-theme category associated 
with it. 

17) THEME l Jl ':::ll I Ooco; riQnf:_; :::~1 Ccmnercial 

18) SUB-THEME Retail/ Urban Retail 

19) TYPES Grocerv I Sinale Famil v Uoholsterv 

Form No. 618 



l\£SOl" RCE ~0 • ._· __ Sl'-£~;·4..;.;;1;;...;4..-7 __ 
·~· 

(Attach Photographs) Frame Number 

Roll Number 

Facade Orientation 

rv. SIGNIFICANCE: Assess whether or not the resou~ce has any historical or architectural 
merit by checking appropriate categories and justifying below. Include 
any r~~evant historical data. 

20) Architectural Significance: 

Represents work of a ~aster 
- Possess·es high artistic values 
-- Represents a t)~e, period~ or 
-- metbod o~ construction 

21) Historical Significance: 

Associated with significant persons 
~Associated with significant events or 

patterns 
Contributes to the significance of an 
historic dist~ict 

IJ.ne two story sandstone building was oonsti:ucted between 1913-1918. 
It is one of the feN extant structures built of the rustiated sandstone extant in Grand 
Junction. Carlos Stranger opened a Italian grocery on the si±e in 1908, to serve the 
'1ocal Italian fOpulation. Proximity to the railroad derot made this area of town distmively 
italian in flavor. 'lbe groce:ry went through various hands until the 1950's when a 
succession of snall businesses opened on the site. The Joy rranufacturing Co, specializing 
in mining equipuent, Mountain Auto SupplY' ·co. were there in the 1950's, the Bible 
Holiness Mission and the Warren Industrial Control Service Co. were there in the 1960's 
and 70's and Fosters Upholstry occupies the site presently. The word ngrocery" which 
was painted on the west side of the 2nd story, is still ~tant. 

22) List Any Associated Cultural Group: ___ r_t_~_u_i_ans_·------------------------------------------
V. REFERENCES: 

Intervia.v with Dave Sundal, July2,1982 
City Directories 
Sanborn Insurance maps 

Robin Krawitz DATE July 23,1982 
RECORDER~-----------------------------------------
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STAFF REVIEW- CITY COUNCIL 

DATE: May 9, 1996 

REQUEST: Historic Designation of the Stranges Grocery in the City Register of Historic 
Sites, Structures and Districts 

LOCATION: 226 Pitkin A venue 

PETITIONER: Marjorie Montgomery and Jana Montgomery Santini 

STAFF: Kristen Ash beck 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Marjorie Montgomery and Jana Montgomery Santini, owners 
of the Stranges Grocery (226 Pitkin A venue), are requesting that the building be designated 
as a historic building in the City Register of Historic Sites, Structures and Districts. 

BACKGROUND/STAFF ANALYSIS: City Council adopted section 5-14, Historic 
Preservation, in the Zoning and Development Code in 1994 which established a City 
Register of Historic Sites, Structures and Districts, to which eligible historic resources may 
be designated. The criteria by which the Historic Preservation Board and Council shall 
review a proposed designation are specified in the ordinance. 

The following pages describe the characteristics of the Stranges Grocery which justify its 
designation and detail the particular features of the building that should be preserved. 
Given this description, the Historic Preservation Board finds that the Stranges Grocery 
meets the following designation criteria outlined in section 5-14-6 of the Zoning and 
Development Code: 

Structure is at least 50 years old; 
Exemplifies cultural, political, economic or ethnic heritage of the City; 
Exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period; and 
Enhances the sense of identity of the City. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD RECOMMENDATION (5/6/96): Approval (5-0) 
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Funtral Bervlcell for Mr:J. Cora i age and tor. more than 3 0 years a / ·I 
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_etti.._wh~e_d Saturday morning 
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pasRE.'d a way in hlH sleep ·at Los ; t ;,.-... 
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funeral home: Father N. B~rtrnnd 1 been in ,Loll Angeles , since last • 
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Cor&-··Stranges was. born April · Carl ·L. Stranges wafl nom In I 
28,' 1903. at ·arand Junction.· She /italy 77 y~ars ago ,and--ca.me_tet..r 
wat~~ m~rried to Jos~ph Simonetti~. -America-- when--20 years of age. He j.• 
~iay 18, 1921. came to Grand Junction · soon 
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were born. They arc .Joseph JF·· has been· a continuous resident/ 
who lR serving in an nrmy unit t·hel"e since:·- . -· -· --· .. ---r 
somewhere in India,· and 1\inry : __ · · 1 
Simonetti and ~irs. Bud Cunning- ; Mor~ than u 0 )'ear~ a~o bfr .. -

1 ham·. The daughters were with . Stra.nges opened a general. at~~ 
their. mother when she_ died. . _ ion Pltktrr ··avenuflt',- r~tainin~h~-t 

Mn. ·stmonetti · wa! ·a member ,". o~ne~~hip _ \1~-~ t~_e __ ti_r'!H~. a_~. ~1.~ 1 
of St. Jo~cph's church. -death aflrl thf' aciiYP manag~ment. I 

M d M Sr tt ' t ..1 1 until his health fR.lled. . r. ~tn rs. monc 1 opcrn cu . . 1 
,. grocery tctore in Helper, Utah, Mr. Strangf:'~ Is ~urvived· by no i 
for !~Vtral yenr8, l\nd lnt~r they i~m!_rnbers or the lmm~dlate ~anlily, I! 
were in the grocery hu!-:lnct\!' in :,no cliiTcrrennn~·tng b-een-·rrom-to·, 
thi~ city, residing at 335 Colora_do. ·him. :Mrs. ~trang~, pllsll'~d nwny j 

Surviving besides the husband . Aome yt'ar! ngo. He 1~ survl ved by I 
&nd .children are· her fath~r, , Leo Lf\ ·brother. Lt'e_ StranxeB ·or·_ 917 I 
Stranges: two brother5. -- M1ke and I South Fifth 8tr-eet: three nephews, 
Tony Stranges: . and- two ~ister~. ~ To.ny RtrR.ngcpL or, the Manhattan 
M~. Ben Vt-ntura nnd l\1'r~. V. 1-L i ~re: ~lik~. ·Rtrang~s and Amor 
P~ton~~sa. . naso. all or. this city. and t·hree 

I nl~ceR. Mrs. J~ Slmmonettl, 1\fre. 
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1 · Catholic __ church and eervices will / 
l be held· Yron1 that church. The· I 
l time elf the !llervice cannot be an .. ·

1 I nounced. until It is known_ when / 
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Madam Marie Beauty Salon ~ ~~fl-17 
Birthday of Mrs. Luella E. W~ck 

Magill, R. L. l'/1-l'f 
--~--~------------------------
Birthda~· of ---------------
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY APPRAISAL RECORD 

c) c?~/.:) - / ~ .?. - -:;;.-' ... 
\,._ .... ,_) -o;3 

A) CITY OR TOWN (ABA)SCHEDULE NO (DAI)MAP NO (DAF)TAX AREA (AAA)PARCEL NO 
/CI/;·._~ 

PARrFLl 2Q4"-l43-'l~-~l~ 

MONTGOM~RY MA~JOQ'r 
JANA 
obl c: '' s ~wy "' r, R A N D J 0 N C T T n ~~ r r 8 , ' 0 3 

TAft 

lrtT 26 ~Lt< 142 t.PANO .JU~rTIO~! 

1-fq I'(' 

....... ,.., 

~rRc:s: p. ~i •, 

(HAE) a (HAF) (HAl) 
BOOK OR PAGE TYPE (HAB) 

lA H) CLERK'S NO. DEED DOC. FEE 

(w-y>- /5- /F},-!7'"- J 1,-) <~cJ/ol) F/- c5'&) ){; 

( (HBB) ---
VERIFIED SALES PRICE 

~$ 

1-- $ 

(JFA)ON LAND: $ 

(HBF) 
VER. 

CODE 
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..1 
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~D ATTRIBUTES DATE OF IMPS: I 1' I I I '1 I I I I I I I I I I Combination Hotel (lA A) ~ (lAC) ~ 
OCCUPANCY FURNISHED 

I PAVED ST { Percent Buill Up I c:J e; "· Apartment Auto Agency OWI.IER/TENA UNFURNISHED '/1 c/J N I I ----
3 GRAV.ST. TREND . Offices Medical Clinic EARNING OR PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY-INCOME APPROACH I 
·UNIMPROVED lmprovinn LOCATION IN BLOCK Store NursmnHome DATE I SALES/RENTAL REFERENCE FILE [}!AD!Sl.SJECT JGROSSRENTJ INDICATEoJ · , ~ ECONOMIC RENT] MULTIPLIER! VALUE 

> SIDEWALK t Static - Rstrnt·Tovern Warehouse I ! ! I 
. C~MBBGU, ... Declining Motel V/lc/JAI/ X 

ST. LIGHTS i::f-Biighted 1 I 1 I 1 I 1 I 1 I [ I 1 I 1 I Motor Motel 

il ALLEY I" ,_ // - LAND VALUE CALCULATIONS APPLICATION OF FACTORS POSITIVELY OR 
\~JC wAtl1" DATE 1 r:~~~l COMPARABLE SALE_SI BASE UNIT 

REFERENCE I VALUE 
SALES 

SIZE TIME 
ADJUSTMENT FACTORS 
LOCATION ] OTHER I COMPOSITE 

ADJ. BASE 
UNIT VALUE 

TOTAL 
LAND VALUE NEGATIVELY AND CORRELATION 

1;.-ELL WAT.j l/9 f3 IdS"" -"/;lb 31SO .IT" I ~.~o ~ ~ .:2_ t:fJ I LOCATION S DESIRABILITY 

3150¢1 2 ,5!) 
:3 !57J4J ~-:-as---,~·: t~Y r5 n~& • 
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REVIEW COMMENTS 

Page 1 of 1 

FILE #HBD-96-11.2 TITLE HEADING: Stranges Grocery 

LOCATION: 226 Pitkin Avenue 

PETITIONER: Marjorie Montgomery 

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS/TELEPHONE: 929 Ouray Avenue 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 
242-4365 

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE: Kristen Ashbeck 

NOTE: THE PETITIONER IS REQUIRED TO SUBMIT FOUR ( 4) COPIES OF WRITTEN 
RESPONSE AND REVISED DRAWINGS ADDRESSING ALL REVIEW COMMENTS. 

CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Hank Masterson 
The Fire Department has no problems with this proposal. 

CITY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Larry Timm 
Recommend approval. 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Barbara Creasman 
The Downtown Development Authority supports this designation. 

CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Dave Stassen 
No comments. 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPT. 
Don Hobbs 
No Comments. 

4/9/96 
244-1414 

4/11/96 
244-1448 

4/8/96 
244-1457 

4/17/96 
244-3587 

4/17/96 
244-1542 



STAFF REVIEW - CITY COUNCIL 

DATE: May 9, 1996 

REQUEST: Historic Designation of the Stranges Grocery in the City Register of Historic 
Sites, Structures and Districts 

LOCATION: 226 Pitkin Avenue 

PETITIONER: Marjorie Montgomery and Jana Montgomery Santini 

STAFF: Kristen Ash beck 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Marjorie Montgomery and Jana Montgomery Santini, owners 
of the Stranges Grocery (226 Pitkin A venue), are requesting that the building be designated 
as a historic building in the City Register of Historic Sites, Structures and Districts. 

BACKGROUND/STAFF ANALYSIS: City Council adopted section 5-14, Historic 
Preservation, in the Zoning and Development Code in 1994 which established a City 
Register of Historic Sites, Structures and Districts, to which eligible historic resources may 
be designated. The criteria by which the Historic Preservation Board and Council shall 
review a proposed designation are specified in the ordinance. 

The following pages describe the characteristics of the Stranges Grocery which justify its 
designation and detail the particular features of the building that should be preserved. 
Given this description, the Historic Preservation Board finds that the Stranges Grocery 
meets the following designation criteria outlined in section 5-14-6 of the Zoning and 
Development Code: 

Structure is at least 50 years old; 
Exemplifies cultural, political, economic or ethnic heritage of the City; 
Exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period; and 
Enhances the sense of identity of the City. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD RECOMMENDATION (5/6/96): Approval (5-0) 



June 17, 1996 · 

Marjorie Montgomery 
Jana Montgomery-Santini 
929 Ouray A venue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

Dear Marjorie, 

Grand Junction Community Development Department 
Planning • Zoning • Code Enforcement 
25 0 North Fifth Street 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501-2668 
(970) 244-1430 FAX (970) 244-1599 

Congratulations! The Grand Junction City Council, at its May 15, 1996 meeting designated 
the Stranges Grocery in the City Register of Historic Sites, Structures, and Districts. As 
you are aware, this makes the structure eligible for historic preservation funds as are 
·currently available through the Colorado Historical Society's State Historic Fund. 

The enclosed resolution was recorded in the records of the Mesa County Clerk and 
Recorder and will be forwarded to the Colorado Historical Society for their records as well. 

. Please pass this information on to your daughter, Jana, and do not hesitate to contact me if 
either of you have further questions about this historic designation. 

Sincerely, 

Kristen Ashbeck 
Planner 

encl 
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