
 

 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes 

Regular Meeting – January 3, 2013 

 

Item 1: Meeting Called to Order by Tawny Espinoza at 12:06 p.m. 

 

Meeting Location:   Parks and Recreation Administration Office 

 

Roll Call 

Board Members Present:   David McIlnay 

     Dr. Scott McBrayer 

     Scott Coleman 

     Tawny Espinoza 

Bart Dickson 

     Jim Doody (Ex-Officio) 

 

Board Members Absent:   Kristy Emerson 

     Marc Litzen 

   

 

Parks & Recreation Staff Present: Rob Schoeber, Director 

Tressa Fisher, Administrative Specialist 

Traci Wieland, Recreation Superintendent 

Mike Vendegna, Parks Superintendent 

  

Guest:     Ken Walter, Ice Skating Inc.     

 

 

Item 2: Approval of Minutes 

Scott Coleman moved to approve the December 6, 2012 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board minutes.           

Dave McIlnay seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

Motion adopted by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:      Yes  5      No 0  

 

 

Item 3:  Lincoln Park Update  
Traci Wieland provided an update on the Lincoln Park renovations (See attached). Staff is scheduled to 

meet with the National Pickleball Association in February in hopes of rallying their support and possible 

contributions of benches and/or landscaping. Staff is currently having discussions with the American 

Daughters of Revolution regarding the relocation of the flag pole. In addition, staff has met with the 

horseshoe players group and is currently discussing the option of relocating the horseshoe pits to the 

northeast corner at Canyon View Park. The group expressed they are very happy with this option and Parks 

staff does not foresee the location interfering with the current park activities. The Board suggested a split 

rail fence be installed on the south side of the horseshoe pits for safety purposes. It was also suggested the 

Recreation Division consider purchasing horseshoe equipment for the public to rent.  
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Item 4: TABOR Update 

Rob Schoeber discussed the feedback from the public TABOR meeting held last month (See attached). If 

the excess funding were to be approved, the monies would go towards addressing the proposed projects. 

Among the comments, there were approximately 50 positive remarks directly related to the development of 

Matchett and Las Colonias Parks. In addition, there were approximately 30 comments requesting a 

recreation center, which wasn’t one of the projects listed for input. Discussion ensued regarding how the 

City would prioritize the projects if approved. The Board also suggested future public questions be more 

straight forward/specific, expressing the TABOR questions appeared to be very general. Rob Schoeber said 

staff will have more direction next week after City Council meets for their retreat.   

 

 

Item 5: Project Updates 

Traci Wieland reported staff is moving forward with master planning the Las Colonias project. The steering 

committee met in December and included representation from the Lion’s Club, Western Slope Botanical 

Gardens, and the Riverfront Commission. This committee has been tasked with updating the 2007 Las 

Colonias master plan.  

 

Additional projects were discussed (See attached), which included the ADA renovations taking place at 

both Lincoln Park and Orchard Mesa swimming pools, and the dramatic landscaping change that was 

completed at the Botanical Gardens. Board members were encouraged to stop by the gardens and view the 

improvements.   

 

 

Item 6:  For the Good of the Community   
Rob Schoeber notified the Board members they will soon be receiving an invitation to an open house in 

honor of Eddie Mort who recently received the Rocky Mountain Turfgrass Professional of the Year award. 

The event is an opportunity to recognize Eddie and his staff for their hard work and dedication to the new 

stadium facility.   

 

Rob Schoeber shared a voicemail he received regarding the holiday decorations along Main Street. The 

man who left the message was extremely happy with the lights, stating he has lived in Grand Junction for 

55 years and has never seen it looking so good. This same man had called the year before and complained 

about the holiday lights. The DDA had chosen to contract the work to someone else in 2011 and, after 

receiving numerous complaints, decided to purchase new lights and requested for the City to take over the 

decorations again. Rob Schoeber stated the Forestry staff began installing lights the first of November and 

commended his staff for putting so much pride and effort into downtown’s decorations.    

 

Ken Waters introduced himself and briefly gave a background on Ice skating, Inc. The 501c3 organization 

was established in 1994 and was charged with bringing an ice rink to the community. Once the Glacier Ice 

Rink was built, the role of the organization changed to actually running the facility and programs. The 

organization is once again pursuing an ice rink, as the local hockey teams are now having to travel all over 

the state to play, due to Grand Junction no longer having a facility to host competitive league games. Mr. 

Walters discussed the challenges his organization has been facing, stating they continually struggle for 

funding. He said his intentions are to periodically attend the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

meetings to gain an understanding of the processes, and stated he hopes to get the City involved with the 

ice rink down the road. Ken Walters also said there is a potential buyer interested in the ice rink and, if all 

goes well, it should be open and running by next winter.  
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Item 7:  Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 12:47 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tressa Fisher 

Administrative Specialist 
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